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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FUTURE OUTLOOK OF ARABIAN GULF UNIVERSITY 


Jiddah SAUDI BUSINESS & ARAB ECONOMIC REPORT in English No 7, 4 Jun 83 pp 10-11 





[Article by Louise Denver: 


Develop Human Resources"] 


[Text ] 


The Arabian Gulf has one huge 
resource — its energy — and 
one enormous handicap, the 
lack of human resources. 
The region's land mass is 
greater than that of the 
whole of Western Europe, 

and yet, at the most, its population is 
equal to that of tiny Belgium. 

The illiteracy figures for the 
region’s 10 million people range from 
40 percent to 90 percent. Until Sultan 
Qaboos took over Oman 14 years ago, 
there was one primary school, one hos- 
pital and a few meters of paved roads in 
the country. Bahrain, the most literate of 
the Gulf countries, opened its first 
school in 1919. Schooling is still not 
compulsory in the Gulf. 

In a region where the fundamental 
wealth is finite, the most pressing need is 
to develop the one infinite wealth com- 
mon to the world, that of its people. To 
this end, some of tiie Gulf’s most erudite 
leaders and academicians gathered in 
Bahrain last month to attend a sympo- 
sium on the future outlook of the Ara- 
bian Gulf University (AGU). 

The symposium was organized to 
bring together more than 50 Arab and 
international leaders to recommend 
what specialized areas the university 





"Arabian Gulf University Undertakes Goal To 


should aim at to tie in with the region's 
development needs. 

The first session was opened by 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani, Saudi Arabia's 
minister of petroleum and mineral 
resources. His topic, ‘The World in the 
21st Century - Gulf Region,” posed the 
question, ‘What is the alternative 
wealth when we stop exporting oil?"’ His 
answer was the Arab man first and 
industrialization second. 

"Building the Arab man is no easy 
task. The process needs time and effort, 
perseverance and determination. The 


Arabian Gulf University should under- 
take to achieve this goal and build the 


Arab man who will be the future wealth 
of this area,’ said Yamam. ‘The Ara- 
bian Gulf University should graduate 
intellectuals, not learners. It should train 
students to think rather than cram them 
with statistics and data. For the faculty 
of thought distinguishes the distin- 
guished Arab man from the ordinary.” 

The AGU project will be unique. 
The university will be the first to be 
established at an Arab regional level. Its 
charter specifies its difference from the 
national universities — it will not dupli- 
cate their courses or existing studies, but 
will be a qualitative addition to them, 
fulfilling its mandate to plan for the 











future of the area. 

The seven ministers of education 
from the six Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries and Iraq are the repre- 
sentatives of the university's share- 
holders and its highest authoritative 


body. They met in March to review the 
future direction of the university, and 
through their decisions trimmed the 
project to follow more closely the 
region’s developing needs. 

The education ministers decided to 
cut the ultimate student enrollment in 
the university by half — from 10,000 to 
5,000. They want AGU to aim for post- 
graduate work in science and technol- 
ogy, as opposed to original projections 
of a high undergraduate population. 

In light of the budgetary strictures 
now affecting the area, the seven share- 
holding countries decided to refine the 
original AGU idea of a grandiose higher 
education establishment and concen- 
trate on advanced research and science. 

The 18 existing universities more 
than adequately cover the under- 
graduate disciplines. What the 
Gulf needs are research facilities 
and pure and applied sciences tied 
to its industrial and developmental 
needs. Said Hisham Shehabi, full- 
time deputy director of the AGU 
project, ‘It would cost us an arm 
and leg to get MIT, for instance, to 
tailor-make courses to our 
region's needs. The outcome of 
this marathon symposium will bea 
series of recommendations which 
will be presented to the ministers 
of education of the seven Gulf 
countries later on this year.”’ 

AGU has the potential of 
being a program-oriented univer- 
sity. Programs linked to the 
region’s needs could be developed 
when needed and stopped when 
no longer required. The university 
should be financially and economi- 
cally viable in terms of human 


resources and regional needs. 

Despite the radical changes muted 
for the project this year, the physical 
construction of the university will 
remain the same. Next month, notice for 
tenders of the preliminary work are due 
to be published. The design for the multi- 
million dollar project has already been 
awarded to three groups of consultants. 
W. S. Arkins & Partners of Britain is 
handling the infrastructure, another 
British firm, Y. R. M. international, has 
designed the housing and the Japanese 
company Kangotangi has designed the 
academic facilities. Some parts of the 
university are already under 
construction. 

The college of medicine, a $43 mil- 
lion contract awarded to the French 
company Sainrapt et Brice last year, is 
due for completion in 1984. The first 
batch of 43 students who will complete 
their pre-medical courses at the Univer- 
sity College of Bahrain in June 1984 will 
be admitted to the new faculty, attached 
to Bahrain’s Salmaniya Hospital, on 
Sept. 1, 1984. The first group of pre- 
med students will be admitted to the 
new university at the same time. 

With construction due to begin in 
early 1984 and phase one of student 
enrollment set for 1986, AGU is mov- 
ing from its present detailed design stage 
into prequalifying the contractors for 
the preliminary work. This wil! include 
general preparation of the 4 million- 
square meter site, mass earth movement, 
a boundary wall, a 60 KV power station 
and the preparation of a sizeable chunk 
of the site for the contractors. 

Said Shehabi, ‘We anticipate the 
first packages going 
to tender in 1984. 

They will probably 
be split into three 
packages broken 
down into the exist- 
ing three design 
spreads."’ The physi- 
cal and theoretical 











CSO: 


design of the univer- 
sity should be flexible 
The actual building 
would he done in 
1? 
Stages tO allow for 
future ¢ hanyges 
Although the project 


directors are sul! working on the original 


precept of three basic colleges of educa- 
tion, science and medicine, the recent 
ministertal directive should be easily 
incorporated into the design because of 
AGU's original design flexibility. 

Although student enrollment is to 
be halved, the budget cannot be. 
Research and post-graduate studies 
require a high capital outlay in facilities, 
libraries, laboratory equipment and 
research staff. These specializations will 
take time to acquire. Originally, the 
post-graduate faculties were to start five 
years after AGU’s opening in 1986. But 
with the new 60/40 ratio of post- 
graduates to undergraduates proposed 
by the ministers, it is likely that post- 
graduate entrance will start earlier, pos- 
sibly even two years after the first 
undergraduates are admitted. 

In 1986, AGU was to be a univer- 
sity of 3,000 students under phase | of 
the original agreement. Now, with the 
student population slashed from 10,000 
to 5,000, the initial enrollment is likely 
to be less, possibly around 2,000, but no 
less than 1,000. This will enable the 
fund-raisers to pace their injection of 
finance to a more moderate level in 
keeping with the region's curtailed 
income. 

It is also the reason that no official 
figures are given for the cost of the proj- 
ect. It will be funded on a two-year basis 
by the seven Gulf countries. 

Spokesmen for the ministers 
stressed that budgetary considerations 
were secondary in their decision to 
reduce the student capacity from the 
university. The prime reason was the 
very crux of the whole project — to 
adapt the university to the region's 
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needs. 

One of the prime roles of AGU 
should be to draw up the educational 
policies for the region's existing schools 
and colleges, aimed at the area’s techno- 
logical targets. It also should be linked 
practically with the region's industries. 


The major fields of AGU will be srudies 


related to environ- 
ment and pollution; 
education and _ its 
affiliates; studies 
related to alternative 
sources of energy, as 
well as the processing 
of oil and its deriva- 
tives, with a focus on 
corresponding eco- 
nomics and manage- 
ment; integrated 
health and medical 
studies; and studies 
of general strategy 
relevant to the econ- 
omy, administration, policy and indus- 
trial relations of the area. 

The framework for all aspects of 
AGU were worked out in daily panel 
discussions at the AGU symposium. All 
members of the founding commission of 
AGU were present, along with the min- 
isterial representatives of the universi- 
ty’s financers and the Arab Bureau of 
Education for the Gulf countries, which 
organized the symposium. They rolled 
up their shirt-sleeves with ministers of 
education, information, industry and 
development, deans, rectors, UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization) representa- 
tives, advisers, profes: _-s and teachers 
to formulate resolutions for the options 
and priorities of AGU as an innovative 
regional venture. 

It was maintained throughout the 
symposium that the Arab intellectuals 
of the future, through the auspices of 
AGU, should be as much a part of the 
region’s cultural heritage of Islam as its 
industrial dynamism. © 




















INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


GULF INVESTMENT CORPORATION--The terms of an agreement to establish a $2.1 
billion Gulf Investment Corporation have drawn up and are to be signed shortly, 
the Dubau daily GULF NEWS reported last week. The proposed company is a joint 
venture by the six member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman). Khalfan Kharbash, the Director of 
the UAE Finance Ministry's Investment Department, told the newspaper the 
Emirates’ cabinet had instructed the government to contribute $350 million 
towards the capital of the new company. Similar amounts would be subscribed 

by the other member states, he said, adding that the company would be a fur- 
ther step along the road to economic integration. The company would place its 
funds in both regional and international projects, he said. [Text] [Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 22, 30 May 83 p 8] 


GCC CURBS ON FOREIGN AIRLINES--The six states belonging to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council are seeking ways of reducing the rights of non-Arab air carriers in the 
region and a permanent ministerial committee has already decided to set up a 
CCC air freight company, it was learned last week. The UAE daily GULF NEWS 
quoted what it described as an authoritative source as saying that the commit- 
tee was set up at a meeting of aviation ministers in Riyadh and that it is to 
seek to formulate a common policy for civil aviation with the object of promot- 
ing the interests of the national flag-carriers of GCC states (Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman). It is felt that a large number of 
international airlines with full rights are creating unhealthy competition in 
the Gulf and so are holding back the development of Arab airlines. The report 
added that the problem of illegal discounting by foreign airlines and other 
irregular practices were also discussed at length at the Riyadh conference. 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 22, 30 May 83 p 8] 
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PROBLEM OF SLAVERY EXAMINED 


Mauriiania has been thrown, somewhat 
reluctantly, into the limelight by the recent 
television films on slavery. It is also the 
destination shortly of a United Nations 
mission. The UN officials and Mauritanian 
Government are currently discussing 
mutually agreeable dates for the visit during 
which the mission will discuss and advise on 
ways of ending slavery. 

Mauritania is a prime example of a 


country where the mere passing of a law to 
abolish slavery was insufficient. The French 
abolished slavery and the constitution at 
independence in 1960 outlawed it. Yet 
Slavery continued. 

It was only in 1978 when the military 
seized power that slaves and former slaves 
were given some hope of a change in their 
lot. The military committee has espoused 
social and economic reform. But it did 


take a couple of reminders in the form of 
demonstrations by former slaves in January 
and April 1980 before the committee issued 
its decree abolishing slavery in July that 


ear. 
. Yet, as the committee and government 
recognises, issuing the decree was only 
the first step; a step in the right direc- 
tion in that the government publicly 
admitted that slavery existed and that it 
would try and rid the country of its 
practice. The military committee in 
Nouakchott had done something which 
other African governments had refused to 
do and which the previous Mauritanian 
governments of President Ould Daddah 
had also refused to recognise — even 
though the President himself was reputed to 
have kept slaves in the grounds of the 
Presidential palace. However, the next step 
was to implement the decision. 

Slavery has been practised in Mauritania 
for centuries. In the north the Moors led a 
mostly nomadic existence and, in common 
with other Sahelian countries, slavery 


MAURITANIA 


n AFRICA NOW in English No 26, Jun 83 pp 20-21 


was a way of life for the unfortunate. 
The practice flourished during the great 
Sanhadja Empire which stretched north 
through Morocco and into Spain. In 
the south, the Black Africans had an 
equally glorious past as the cradle of the 
Tekrour Empire and part of the Ghana 
Empire. So slavery developed into almost a 
tradition in Mauritania and was held firmly 
in place by the strong tribal and caste 
structure which existed and in part still 
exists today. 

Practically nothing changed during the 
colonial period. The French left the warring 
Moors in the north very much to their own 
devices. In fact, despite passing a law 
abolishing slavery, the French did a dis- 
service to the Mauritanian slaves. They 


aligned themselves to local chiefs, most of 
whom were slave-owners, then retreated to 
Saint Louis. They did, on the other hand, 
have some impact on life among the Black 
Africans, mostly because they were 
settled — but not a lot of impact as some 
of the practices associated with slavery 
continued in full swing until recently. 

The first problem for the military 
committee was how to get the masters to 
free the slaves if they refused to co-operate. 
The greatest opposition would obviously 
come from the big tent families and 
religious leaders. The committee, acting on 
the advice of a panel of experts, decided to 
offer compensation to the masters. The 
committee reasoned that it was the masters’ 
attitudes that had to be changed and that 
they may have to be induced to give up their 
slaves. Secondly the Koran does state that 
Slaves are the property of their masters and 
hence, traditionalists argued, that they 
must be compensated. However, this 
measure is controversial not least because 
slavery predates Islam and the Koran 
also says that a man is righteous for freeing 
his slaves. 
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The second major reform which the 
military committee decreed last year covers 
land reform: all who work the land should 
own the land. This was also a sensitive area 
as the land owners saw this as an attempt to 
break their power. But it is a reform which 
is important for the slaves and for the 
country where there is little cultivable land 
and which constantly suffers drought and 
famine. The reform has yet to be imple- 
mented but it is a step forward if put into 
practice. 

Other changes that the government in 
Nouakchott has made to rid the country of 
slavery are in education and labour. There 
are now twice as many children attending 
school as there were in 1978 when the 
military seized power and adult education 
classes are being encouraged. Secondly, the 
government has returned to the unions 
some of the power they lost during the 
1970s undes Ould Daddah. There are 
several former slaves among the union 
leadership and they are helping formulate 
new laws on labour relations and wage 
policies. It is a crucial sector as employment 
is one of the keys to ending slavery. 

Finally, the military committee is, in its 
own way, trying to break down the social 
barriers. There is still in Mauritania a 
Stigma attached to freed slaves. Even 
though some have risen through the ranks 
to high official positions, they are still 
pointed out as Aaratin or freedmen. What 
the military has done is to set up popular 
committees starting with small cells and 
building up into a pyramid through district 
committees, town committees and regional 
committees. If it works it will certainly do a 
lot to encourage greater social unity. 

The committee’s major problem is the 
economy. Mauritania is suffering from a 
drop in revenue from its main export, iron 
ore. The country has been ravaged yet again 
by drought and the resulting famine. 
Despite massive aid, progress is slow. 

But change is coming and in the last four 
or five years life has on the whole improved 
for most Mauritanians. It is hardly fair to 
expect miracles to happen in Mauritania in 
three years; after all it took a civil war in 
America to set the slaves free (and no-one 
would advocate that course) and discrim- 
ination continued well into the 1960s — 
some would argue it continues even today. 
The Mauritanian military committee has 
shown willing to end slavery, including 
inviiing the UN mission to visit the country. 
It is unfair to criticise as soon as this. On 
the other hand there is nothing wrong with 
keeping a watchful eye to see that it keeps 
up the momentum @ 














SUDAN 


ROLE OF SUDANESE WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIED 

London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic Nos 285, 286, 9, 16 May 83 

9 May 83 pp 66-69] 

Article by Dr Asma' ‘Abd-al-Rahim: "Women in Sudan: an Unknown Quantity" | 


Text} It is necessary that studying the development capabilities of any society 
be based on a profound and serious study of the role that both men and women can 
play in the process of development. To declare anything else and not to give 
enough attention to the role of women in society would be tantamount to ignoring 
the role and activities of half the people who make up any society. In Sudan, a 
developing country whose development depends on the efforts of all its people, we 
have the greatest need for such studies on the role that women can play in 
development. Despite its importance, this question has not received appropriate 
attention throughout the ages. The study that was conducted at the request of the 
International Labor Organization in 1974-1975 was perhaps the first attempt to 
show interest in this question and to give it the scientific character it de- 
served. This study was tantamount to a significant background for the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization's comprehensive mission regarding the labor force in 
Sudan. Unfortunately, this study did not receive adequate care, and the infor- 
mation and proposals that were made in it, which will be mentioned later, were 
not adopted. 


This study provides strong evidence that women in Sudan, particularly those who 
live in rural areas where 87 percent of the Sudanese people live, are engaged on 
a regular basis in economic activity. Some of the women work more than others 
according to differences in the country's regions. At any rate, all women in 
Sudan are engaged in activities that contribute to the prosperity of the family 
and of society. Statistics, nevertheless, infer that only 10 percent of women in 
Sudan were engaged in economic activities in 1967-1968. It is obvious that there 
are two errors in this conclusion. 





Selections from the thesis written by Sudanese researcher Asma' 'Abd-al-Rahim 
were published by AL-DUSTUR. The subject of the thesis, which was submitted to 
the University of London, was education in Sudan. The study deals with the role 
that Sudanese women play in the process of development. 








First, this conclusion ignores the work women do in farming, raising cattle and 
selling products in the market; it also ignores other economic activities they 
are enyaged in. This conclusion does not take into account the work women do 
before they fetch water and fuel and grind the grain. Such work provides economic 
activity when it is performed in urban areas or when modern means are used. 


Second, the distinction that is made between economic and non-economic activities 
is contrived and misleading when applied to developing agricultural countries or 
to countries going through the first phases of development. 


[f we were to define development as the process of improving the per capita stan- 
dard of living and providing benefits for all people, it would be essential to 
investigate the activities of men and women and to strive to overcome the low 
production [rates] that are prevalent in tne rural areas of developing countries. 
This may be done by increasing efficiency and productivity on the job. Accor- 
dingly, the level of women's participation in traditional kinds of employment. 
must be considered. This includes the economic role women play in the struggle to 
survive and |to ensure] the survival of the family as a whole or the survival of 
the tribe and society. 


The present rates of women's participation in employment in the modern sector 
must be looked into, and the possibilities for employing women as wage workers or 
salaried employees or for self-employment must also be examined. 


These studies are to be made to reveal the changing role of women and to help 
evaluate the appropriate means by which women can be included in the process of 
development. The study also includes an examination of the factors actually 
affecting the employment of women in the modern sector and the necessary steps 
that must be followed to take them into the labor market on a larger scale in the 
future. 


The Employment of Women in Traditional Rural Areas 


Sudan is divided, as is well-known, into the northern region and the southern 
region. It is known that most of Sudan's northern region is desert inhabited by 
nomad Bedouins who move from one place to another in search of water and food. 
The principal exception to this mode of life may be found in the settled communi- 
ties that live on the banks of the Nile. Most of the southern region of Sudan 
consists of rain forests, and the majority of the population there earn their 
living by farming. Accordingly, most of the people in the rural areas of Sudan, 
including women, are generally engaged in farming since farming is the tradi- 
tional sector of the economy. Women work in farming and in crafts. They raise 
cattle and are engaged in trade; in addition, they take care of children, they 
cook and they look after the household. 


A. The Northern Region 


Activities carried out by women in al-Humr community amidst the al-Baqqarah 
tribes may be taken as models of the roles women play in pastoral Bedouin 
societies in Sudan. In a study he made in 1963 Kennison noted that " Al-Humr 

women work most of the day outside and inside their tents, whereas the men spend 
their time reclining in the shade under the trees."' Although this statement may 











not be absolutely true, it is true that women work most of the day. Their daily 
work includes making tea early in the morning; shaking milk containers to make 
curdled milk; milking cows; fetching water; looking for firewood; cooking break- 
fast; grinding grain; cooking lunch; milking cows in the evening; and cooking 
supper. Women do this work besides taking care of their tents and their children. 


Kennison states that in farming women do most of the sowing and weeding of the 
land. Women then harvest the crop, and they are assisted in all this by their 
daughters. Men feed and water the cattle and carry out the heavy and seasonal 
work essential in farming. As far as raising cattle is concerned, women help 
their children who are under 13 years old feed and water pregnant cows and sheep 
which do not graze with the rest of the herd. 


when the caravan moves, it is the women who have to disassemble and dismantle the 
tents and drive the bulls. 


Although men have the responsibility of providing the funds that are necessary 
for purchasing those essentials that are not produced at home, women have an 
additional source of income which they use to purchase tea, sugar and perfumes: 
they make and sell shortening, leather goods, baskets and perfumes. 


Among the responsibilities women have in nomad Bedouin tribes are those of making 
and repairing household utensils such as straw mats, ropes, clay cooking pots, 
yrinding stones, leather bags, leather or straw containers and tents. 


This mode of division of labor prevails in most pastoral Bedouin societies in 
Sudan since men are gone most of the time in search of water and pasture. In 1968 
(G. Hall) noticed the same mode of division of labor among the al-¥ababish 
tribes where men, women and children tend cattle, including camels, donkeys, 
sheep and cows, while men weed the land. 


Women have an additional source of income from making ''al-marisah,"' which is [a 
kind of beer], and selling it in the local market; women also weave straw mats 
and rugs, tan leather and sell these goods in the market. Women who live in 
settled communities on the banks of the Nile and who generally work in farming 
take part in economic activities just like women who are engaged in different 
kinds of farming, from cultivating the plants to harversting the crops. Some 
women cultivate 5 feddans by themselves and harvest between 20 and 27 qintars of 
cotton. Women in the Delta of al-Qash and MTukar_ in the province of Kassala 
make a significant contribution to food production in addition to their obvious 
contribution to seasonal labor, as in harvesting cotton. Research conducted on 39 
women living in rural areas adjacent to the city of Nyala in the region of Darfur 
proved that women sometimes cut down jungle growth, clear forests, burn herbage, 
plow the land, sow seeds, plant seedlings, chase birds and harvest and thresh the 
crop. Women also sell agricultural crops and food; prepare corn, sesame, beans 
and vegetables; and feed and water the cattle. Women do this in addition to their 
responsibilities of fetching water and firewood. 


Taj al-Anbiya' al-Dawi observed that the absence of men among al-Fur’ tribes 
does not affect agricultural production because husbands and wives work indepen- 
dently and produce as separate units. Accordingly, the level of women's economic 
activity among al-Fur tribes is the same as that of men. 











A statistical sample in farming proved that almost one third of the people 
employed in farming in Sudan's northern region were women. There is an important 
exception to this rule in some rural areas: women between the ages of 11 and 30 
do not usually perform arduous work. This is because at that age women are 
preparing themselves for marriage, and after marriage they perform only that work 
which is mot arduous, such as weaving baskets and straw mats. This is the only 
exception to the rule that women are engaged in economic activities in the 
northern revion. 


B. The Southern Region 


People who live in the southern region are primarily farmers, but there are also 
pastoral communities in their midst. Women's activities throughout the region are 
considered similar. A study conducted in Juba, Waw and Malakal established that 
women usually work in the fields 5 hours a day, 4 to 6 days a week. The study 
Showed that women worked from 7 to 8 hours a day during the planting season or 
when the land was being weeded. Women also sow seeds; plant seedlings; weed the 
land; chase birds; harvest the crop; and transport the crop to the home. There is 
evidence that women in the Waw area cut down forests and weed and turn the soil. 


One of the functions of women in those three areas is to fetch water and fire- 
wood. Women, however, do not tend cattle, but they do make and sell dairy 
products such as butter. Women also make baskets, straw mats and clay pots, and 
they help in the sale of food and agricultural products. On the banks of the 
river men fish while women dress the fish. Women of the Nile tribes prepare ana 
cook meals and beverages. In addition, they perform light farming tasks; they 
help build huts; they oversee grain storage houses; and they fetch water and 
firewood. 


(Julik) who made a special study of the fooa system among the al-Zandi tribes 
observed a division of farming functions between women and men. She observed chat 
every woman had her own field which she owned just as she owned the special kind 
of beer that she made from grain aad then sold. She also observed that a man had 
his own field which he cultivated wich the assistance of his wives. However, tue 
yield from that field belonged to the man alone. (Julik) commented on the process 
of food preparation by saying that it was very hard work indeed. First, the grain 
had to be shucked, sifted and cleaned before being ground. The process of grin- 
ding 1 ton of grain lasted about 600 hours. Grain was ground by using a 
"markakah,'' which consists of two pieces cf hard stones tha. grind the graiu by 
pounding and pulverizing it between the stones. The author estimated that women 
spend no less that 2.5 hours a day ir food preparation; between 30 and oc minutes 
in fetching water; 20 minutes .ooking for firewood; and 2 hours prepa.ing flour 
and griuGin, grain. 


This review of the activities 0. nen and women engaged in farming shows indubli- 
tably that boch men and women depend on each other for the provision of their 
economic needs. This mutual dependence dictates certain economic responsibilities 
for women regarding their employment in farming, in raising cattle, in trade aid 
in the crafts. Tnis is in addition to their household duries as well. Accci- 
dingly, any attéuptS co introduce new metunods to improve cue quality and qrieitity 
of productioe wust rely on an unhiiried study of the division of labor. 
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lext The study we conducted proved that women in rural areas play a decisive 
role in the work force. Consequently, the development of Sudan depends to a large 
extent on the manner in which their energies are utilized. Changes in traditional 
production and methods of distribution require know-how and skill. Accordingly, 
the women and men of Sudan are to receive the training that would enable them to 
deal with the scientific and technical requirements of this age. We will discover 
in the second part of this study the role that women play in the modern sector 
and whether or not they have been trained to play their full role in the process 
of development. 


Farmine in the Modern Sector 


The al-Jazirah-al-Manaqil project is considered one of the principal areas where 
farming is being modernized. One notices, however, that despite women's consi- 
lerable contribution to agricultural labor in the traditional sector, as we men- 
tioned, their participation in farming in the al-Jazirah-al-Manaqil project is 
very limited and is almost restricted to seasonal labor. 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Hadari 
observed that although women and young children may sometimes work in farming, 
particularly in high-pressure seasonal peiiods, it may be truthful to say that 
the male population between the ages of 11 and 60 make up the principil dominant 
factor in the regular labor force in al-Hawashat. Studies showed that the number 
of women who are hired to work in al-Hawashat in the al-Jazirah project is very 
small. In the 1962-1963 census 9 percent of the women were employed; that ratio 
fell to 7 percent in 1963-1964. 


The fact that women are not obviously engaged in farm labor in al-Jazirah does 
not mean that they are idle. They fetch water and firewood, prepare meals and 
beverages and look after children and the home. Cooking meals is no easy task, 
particularly during the cotton harvesting season when hired workers must be fed. 
Some employers hire women. In 1958-1959 the number of women who were employed in 
al-Jazirah amounted to 33 percent of the labor force in al-Jazirah and 35 percent 
in al-Managil. These figures amounted to 35 percent and 34 percent, respectively, 
during the cotton harvesting season. 


But the employment of women in al-Jazirah project raises an important question. 
It became evident that the wives of employees are exempted from the farm labor 
they perform with the men, as we mentioned in traditional farming societies. 
However, these women do perform other hard work that pertains to the household. 


B. Working for a Salary or a Wage 


Statistics show that women have not been fully integrated into the modern labor 
force. A sample survey that was completed in 1967 and 1968 proved that 47 percent 
of all women in Sudan do not perform any work other than household chores. The 
survey showed that 37 percent of women in Sudan were either elderly or children. 
The same survey also included the following information about forces in the 
population that are economically active. 


11 











--Only 10 percent of women are economically active, compared with 49 percent of 
men. 


--Of women who are engaged in economic activity 72 percent work in farming, 
forestry and fishing; 9 percent are engaged in crafts; 6 percent are engaged in 
raising cattle; and at the bottom rung of the ladder comes the economic sector 
where there are no women. 


--36 percent of women who are engaged in economic activity work for themselves 
without pay; 53 percent work for their families; and only 6 percent are employed 
or @arn a wage. 


A survey completed in i973 in the private sector and in public organizations, 
excluding government administrations and ministries in the 7 provinces of the 
northern region, showed that women make up only 7 percent of salaried employees. 
The survey also showed that no women were employed in mining, in quarries, in 
construction, electricity or in gas and water (facilities; if any women were 
employed in those areas, their number was negligible. It also became evident that 
the number of female employees was greater in the sectors of finance, insurance, 
real estate, services and social and personal services. Women made up between i1 
and 13 percent of employees in those sectors. However, they were only employed in 
clerical ievel or similar positions. Females employed in the production sector 
make up seven percent of the labor force in that sector, whereas the ratio of 
female workers in the services and farming sectors is one percent and zero 
percent, respectively. 


Nomen make up only three percent of the labor force in comstruction; they carry 
sacks filled with cement and sand. 


Government may be considered the largest employer of women in Sudan. Most female 
graduates of universities and institutes of higher learning are hired by the 
government. The Ministry of Education is the largest employer of educated women 
in the northern region. It is followed by the Ministry of Transport and Com- 
munications, by local government, housing and by community development ([ organiza- 
tions). 


Because there are no statistics, it is difficult to estimate the average number 
of women employed in the government sector in the southern provinces. Regional 
ministries do not seem to discriminate between men and women in employment. But 
the basic problem lies in the fact that the number of educated women or women 
with any kind of training in the southern region is obviously small. 


The largest number of educated women in the southern region are employed by the 
Ministry of Education as teachers in elementary schools. The Ministry of Health 
also employs a number of educated women as nurses and midwives. According to 
1974-1975 statistics there are no female physicians in the entire southern 
region. Six women are employed at the Social Care Administration. 


Self-Employment 
Unlike women in other African countries the women of Sudan did not receive the 


benefits of self-employment. However, studies in that area are inadequate. In the 
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ral areas of the northern region women, as we have seen, become engaged mostly 
tne production and sale of agricultural and dairy products. They make and sell 
traw mats, woolen and leather goods, baskets, rugs, food containers and clay 
ts. In urban and semi-urban areas women are engaged in making crafts; they make 
and covers; bake bread; embroider; sew; and operate beauty shops. There 
:iso evidence that women in those areas are also engaged in trade. Studies 
nat women in the southern region are self-employed in farming, in the 
rafts and in the sale of products in the markets. 


Factors Affecting the Full Employment of Women 

eems quite evident from the information we presented that employment opportu- 
ities for women in the modern sector are still less than those for men. This is 
jue to several reasons: from a dearth of education and training opportunities, to 


poor health services and other factors which we will review below. 


\. Education and Training 


tducation is one of the most important factors determining the level of employ- 
ment. As in other developing countries, education for women in Sudan is still 
less than education for men. Only about 28 percent of girls between the ages of 7 
and 12 attend school, compared with 53 percent of boys in the same age group. 
nly 6 percent of girls between the ages of 13 and 15 go to school compared with 


percent of boys in the same age group. And oniy 2 percent of girls between the 
izes of 16 and 18 go to school compared with 7 percent of boys in the same age 
‘rroup. Poor education for girls may be attributed to the following reasons: 


’ 
{ 
r 


irst, wirls and boys are separated in the primary and secondary schools. Since 
there are fewer schools for girls than there are for boys, boys have more oppor- 
tunities to find openings in schools. 

econd, parents give priority in education to boys because they believe that 


education for girls is not important, since girls ultimately get married and do 
not benefit from education in the same measure as boys do. 


Higher education and university education are coeducational. Surveys conducted in 
1972-1973 revealed that the number of female students in the University of 
Khartoum was 10 percent of the total number of students. 


2. training 


Vocational and technical training in trade and farming is provided in secondary 
schools for boys only. Training for girls at this stage is restricted to the 
training of teachers and home economists. Other than that, training that is pro- 
vided for women is purely academic, and this makes it impossible [for employers | 


to employ women in areas other than those of nursing, clerical work and teaching. 


Statistics indicate that a greater number of women enroll in the institute for 
secretaries, in the institute for laboratory technicians, the institute for physi- 

| education and the Teachers' Training Institute. Fewer women enroll in the 
following institutes: the Shambat Institute of Agriculture; the Institute of 
Civil Engineering; the Institute of Architecture; and the Institute of Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering. 
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$s. I[ntormal Education 


intormal education for women in Sudan, which is undertaken by different minis- 
tries, takes the form of job training | programs], illiteracy programs and adult 
education programs. 


[lliteracy programs were begun in 1969 in two areas: Khasham al-Qaryah and the 
industrial region in Khartoum North. Courses for these |educational| campaigns 
include reading, writing, plant protection, driving tractors, textiles and making 
soap. However, the rates at which women dropped out of these courses before 
completing them made the benefit from these courses and the results that were 
expected from them extremely limited. 


B. The Availability of Services 


The dearth of health, transportation, child care and other services is considered 
one of the principal reasons thwarting [acceptance of] the idea of the full 
integration of women in employment. The shortage of transportation | services| in 
rural areas, for example, plays a major role in the fact that women refrain from 
becoming self-employed since they cannot deliver the goods they produce to 
markets in large cities where these goods would be sold. Women thus lose the 
incentive to improve and increase production. The problem of unavailable transpor- 
tation |services| also plays a basic role in precluding mothers from accepting 
any work that is very far from the areas where [they live], and this makes it 
impossible for them to feed or nurse their children during their breaks. 


The effect of poor and inadequate medical services appears evident in rural areas 
where services offered by health centers and medical services for mothers and 
children are few. Child care centers are considered a kind of luxury and are 
still unknown in rural areas. The Society for Family Planning provides family 
planning services which are coordinated with the Ministry of Health through nume- 
rous centers. However, these centers are concentrated in urban areas, and their 
services hardly reach rural areas where the need for those services is greatest. 


The unavailability of other essential services such as water supplies, fuel, and 
yrain mills contribute to making the lives of women in rural areas extremely 
difficult and reduce opportunities for their employment in settled positions. In 
those areas women have to devote a large part of their days to attempts to 
provide these services; they resort to the use of primitive means that are 
arduous and exhaust their energies. 


D. Emigration 

As the emigration of educated and young men from rural areas to cities grows, the 
burdens placed on women grow every day. Women have to carry out the arduous farm 
labor in addition to the necessary work of providing a living for the rest of 
their families. 


E. Customs and Traditions 


Like other developing countries Sudan is still subject to many customs and tradi- 
tions that do not encourage the employment of women. Some of these traditions do 














t allow women to be involved in work alongside strange men, particularly 
rural areas. This thwarts opportunities for the incorporation of women in many 
ictivities in rural and semi-rural areas. Since women usually submit to what is 
imposed on them by their families, they usually refrain from becoming engaged i 
york that their families do not approve of. The employment of women is thus 

nfined to the fields of nursing and teaching in particular. One of the 
traditions limiting the employment of women is the prevailing notion that men are 
financially and morally responsible for the women in their families. Accordingly, 
boys are to be given priority in education and training. Statistics showed that 

percent of men do not approve of their wives being employed. Men who approve 
of the employment of their wives make up no more than 20 percent [of the male 
population|. The ill effects of planting such ideas in the minds of young people 
at home and school and later on in the world of work will become manifest in the 
future in all areas of relationships between men and women. It would be difficult 
to get rid of these ideas | later on). 
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OPPOSITION LEADERS DISCUSS REASONS, SOLUTIONS TO THEIR CRISIS 
Nicosia AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 27 Feb, 6, 13 Mar 83 

(27 Feb 83 pp 22-24) 

Article by Muhammad 'Isam] 


‘Text | Nazihah al-Dalimi, Idris al-Barzani, Dr Mahmud 
'Uthman, Fu'ad Ma'sum, Jawwad Dush, Sami 'Abd-al-—Rahman, 
Dr Mabdar Alwis and Hikmat Kutani answer questions raised 
by AL-HURRIYAH about reasons for the crisis, prospects for 
the broad front, agreement with the Islamic opposition and 
the Kurdish question. 


In this issue AL-HURRIYAH Magazine begins a report on the national and progres- 
sive opposition movement in Iraq, thereby contributing to the enrichment of the 
ongoing democratic dialogue for the purpose of reaching a national formula for a 
front that would play a leading role in the struggle against the right-wing 
regime in Iraq. AL-HURRIYAH is doing this so that a national coalition government 
can be set up to achieve democracy and autonomy for Kurdistan and bring Iraq back 
into the Arab National Liberation Movement and the direct and fierce confron- 
tation with imperialism, Zionism and Arab reactionaries. Before the declaration 
of 6 February was signed by Iraqi political organizations, AL-HURRIYAH directed 
the following questions to founding members of the principal political organiza- 
tions and professional associations in the secular Iraqi National Movement. The 
magazine's questions were answered by the following persons: 


-~-Dr Nazihah al-Dalimi, former minister and member of the Central Committee of 
the Iraqi Communist Party. 


--Idris al-Barzani, member of the Political Office of the Democratic Party of 
Kurdistan. 


-~-Staff Maj Gen Hasan al-Naqib, leader of the Iraqi Revolution. 
~-Dr Mahmud 'Uthman, a leader of the Socialist Party of Kurdistan. 


--Fu'ad Ma'sum, member of the Political Office of the National Alliance of 
Kurdistan. 


16 








--Sami ‘Abd-al-Rahman, secretary general of the People's Democratic Party of 
Kurdistan. 


--Dr Mabdar Alwis, secretary general of the Socialist Party in Iraq. 
--Hikmat Kutani, for the Democratic Labor Union Movement in the Republic of Iraq. 


AL-HURRIYAH publishes the answers of those leaders one after the other. The maga- 
zine appreciates their response to its initiative, and it thanks them for 
answering its questions. 

The questions were as follows: 


|. What in your opinion are the immediate and material reasons for the current 
crisis of the National Opposition Movement in Iraq? 


2. What is the proper way for overcoming the crisis and achieving the slogan of a 
broad front? 


3}. What are the possibilities that are within reach for cooperation between the 
secular faction and the religious faction in the National Movement, either at the 
present time in the struggle against the existing authority, or subsequently in 
the context of building a national, democratic, liberated and united Iraq? 


The fourth question was directed exclusively to representatives of Kurdish 
national parties. 

4. What are the prospects for political and military cooperation between Kurdish 
national parties after the failure of the one-party experiment in Iraqi 
Kurdistan? Is the Kurdish National Front a suitable framework for that 
cooperation? 


The fifth question was directed to representatives of activists in professional 
associations and democratic organizations. 


5. What is the role played by the activists of professional associations and 
democratic organizations in effecting the political and organizational unity of 
the National Movement? 


The text of the answers follows. 


Dr Nazihah al-Dalimi, the Iraqi Communist Party: with the Broad National Front 
and Uniting the Democratic National Front and the National, Ethnic, Democratic 
Front and Other National Parties. 


We thank the splendid magazine, AL-HURRIYAH, and we appreciate the important 
informative role it plays in supporting the struggle of the Iraqi people and 
their national forces to overthrow the dictatorship and set up a democratic 
alternative to it. We thank the magazine for its interest in the developments 
that are taking place in our country. 


All Iraqi national and progressive forces agree that the crisis which the Iraqi 
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me iS experiencing as a result of its reactionary, anti-democ 
a 


Cc 
anti-people policy was aggravated as a result of the aggressive war that the 
regime launched against the people of Iran. The crisis of the Iraqi regime was 
izvravated by the disasters, tragedies and threats that the national independence 

ur country is being subjected to as a result of the intensifying U.S. 
erialist conspiracy in the region. This necessarily requires that a serious 
rt be made to overthrow the regime and establish a national, democratic 


iLition government that would achieve democracy for Iraq and real autonomy for 
the Kurdish people. 


the November 1981 report of the Central Committee of our Iraqi Communist party 

ficated that the achievement of a broad front and the development of everything 
that had been achieved toward that end were thwarted by the undemocratic spirit 
vith which national parties dealt with each other; by the attitudes of domination 
and exclusivity which impede the consolidation of alliances; and also by the 
continued sensitivity toward communism, which is a throwback to the odious past. 
lt is this sensitivity that led to the mighty results which are manifested in the 
break up and fragmentation of the national forces' ranks. 


\t the recent meeting of the Central Committee, which was held in September 1982, 
our party affirmed the slogan of a broad national front. Our material suggestions 
vere set forth in the context of the current perceptible material world where 

St ot the national and progressive ethnic forces are allied under the framework 
ot the National Democratic Front (JUD) and the National and Ethnic Democratic 
Front (JUQAD). 


it is the view of our party that the ideal way to achieve the national unity that 
is being hoped for and establish a broad front is that of taking action to unify 
the two fronts into a broad front that would include all the national and 
lemocratic forces and ali other ethnic progressive forces also that may be found 
outside the framework of these two fronts. 

\ serious dialogue and an exchange of opinions on this question has recently 
taken place and is taking place now between the parties concerned. We are sensing 
that a serious response from the national parties is forthcoming, and we are 
hoping that this response will develop. This can be achieved by coordination 
between the two fronts or by calling fer an open, constructive roundtable 
discussion between forces that have common goals. The discussion would be based 
on overthrowing the dictatorship and establishing a democratic alternative. We 
are also interested in having the Islamic forces that oppose imperialism, 
Zionism, reactionaries and dictatorships combine their efforts with those of the 
nationalist forces in the process of setting up the broad front. Our party dealt 
with that subject in its newspaper and recently in the fourth issue of TARIQ 
\L-SHA'B, our party's central newspaper. That issue came out late in December 
1982. The subject was dealt with in the course of the newspaper's discussion of a 
statement by the Supreme Islamic Council. We affirmed our willingness to come to 
an agreement on a program that represents a minimum alliance between the secular 
nationalist and progressive forces and the religious forces. We are hoping that 
Muslim fighters will consider this matter responsibly on the basis of saving our 
people from the tragedies and threats to which our national independence is being 
exposed. 


We are asking all the good forces of our people who oppose imperialism, Zionism, 
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reactionaries and dictatorship to give this matter, that is, the matter of an 
illiance, its due importance. We are asking them to comply with the request made 
by our people to form a broad front, and we are asking them to overlook all the 
sensitive issues and practices that would forestall the establishment of that 
broad front." 

[dris al-Barzani, the Democratic Party of Kurdistan: Common Denominators with the 
Revolutionary Islamic Movement 


|. The terrorism that is being directed against Iraqi Arabs, Kurds and ethnic 
minorities and the chauvinistic, reactionary conspiracy that was perpetrated 
against them on 6 March 1975, which led to a setback of the Kurdish people's revo- 
lution in Iraqi Kurdistan, have directly undermined and fragmented Iraq's 
national and democratic parties. At a time when we see all reactionary countries 
in the region standing alongside the Fascist regime in Iraq and supporting it in 
all areas, we do not see friendly forces and natural allies providing the same 
level of support and backing to the struggling forces of the Iraqi people. We 
sensed the rapid effects and consequences of that fact openly on the 6th of March 
1975 with regard to our Democratic Party of Kurdistan. 


[he tendency to] monopolize the actions of the front, the formation of alliances 
and the destruction of national interests in favor of party interests or even 
narrow personal interests are among the negative manifestations of fragmentation 
and dissolution. This has created a favorable opportunity for consolidating the 
dissolution ,of forces] and, accordingly, prolonging the life of the bloodthirsty 
regime. 


2. The front is to be formed on the basis of a minimal program which would 
constitute the common denominator for the broadest national, democratic and 
islamic forces of the Iraqi Revolution. This program would ensure the legitimate 
rights of the Kurdish people in Iraq. It would be based on democratic bylaws 
asserting the rights and duties of the parties to the front and ensuring their 


ideological and organizational independence. It would take into account the 
effectiveness and the popular appea! of each one of those parties. 


The basic tendencies that must be included in the front are: 
A. The ethnic Arab tendency in Iraq with its numerous parties. 


B. The Islamic revolutionary trend which is represented by the Supreme Islamic 
Council. 


C. The Iragi left, which is represented by the Iraqi Communist Party and some 
democratic segments. 


D. The Kurdish Liberation Movement with its Kurdish parties. 
This is besides the independent nationalist and progressive figures, both 
civilian and military who are known for their anti-imperialist and anti-reac- 


tionary nationalist activities. 


3. There is more than one common denominator between the Islamic Revolutionary 


19 








> . ; e } -_ > 7 ] ; ; - , - - or ‘Ome o ’ - - , . , T ; — + 
ind tne atl Lal and ie ratic vements in Ur country. inis fact 


if far-reacningyg prospects ror cooperation ana Aiil1laANCE. we mention, ror 


ttimg am end to the regime's repressive organizations and ensuring freedom 
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- Relying on the oppresse ses in the revolutionary process and 


, etting forth, the general lines for solving the agricultural problem and 
pting a national economic policy to accomplish |the country's! liberation, etc. 


evarding the kind of regime , that would succeed the present Fascist regime., 


t movements have affirmed that that matter would have to be referred to the 


people. That is, there would be a public referendum. 


. the reason for the 1975 setback was actually not the one-party system in 
irdistan as your question suggests. Everyone knows that the Democratic Party of 
irdistan, led by the glorious nationalist leader Mustafa al-Barzani, had led the 


‘ 
truegle of the Kurdish people for liberation for a long period of time. The 
Party of Kurdistan, which comprises numerous parties and tendencies, 
id led that struggle for liberation under complex party, topical and inter- 


netional conditions. It was the people of the party, the plan set forth by the 
revolutionary fighter and the outstanding personality of the party's leader that 
were among the principal factors instrumental in helping the party win the 


onfidence of the Kurdish people and of broad Iraqi circles. It was these factors 


that caused the party to assume command of the Kurdish liberation movement. All 
the acknowledgements the Kurdish question has been enjoying in international and 
\rab circles ha bee 


lealings with Arab chauvinists 
lranian reactionaries--represente 


Regarding the secon 


m the result of this tireless struggle. The 11 March 1970 
| evidence of the fact that the party did achieve 


sthnic liberation gains in the context of what was possible for our people. 


wever, international conditions, the imperialist conspiracy--particularly the 
epresented by Saddam's regime--and the client 

by the regime of the late Shah of Iran--were 
nong the principal factors for the setback outside the country. This is not to 
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ay that the movement had no internal shortcomings, and there is a difference of 


of the question, it was in a revolutionary, bold manner 
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that our party analyzed the reasons for the setback and the reality of the 
nationalist July Revolution at the party's conference, which was held in August 





176, and at the party's Ninth Congress, which was convered in November 1979. We 


educed lessons from this exercise, so we can extirpate the weaknesses and 


t.. 


strengthen the strengths. 


nsoiidate an 
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[rt is known and evident that new ideas and organizations will appear on the hori- 
zon in the aftermath of the setback and in light of the deductions that have been 
made about the reasons for the setback. We acknowledge this. As to how these 
Organizations are to deal with each other, minimal limitations on common objec- 
tives will have to be set. Chief among those are the struggle for demecracy in 
[raq and autonomy for Kurdistan; not resorting to violence in seeking solutions 
to ideological disputes; and paving the way for the creation of suitable grounds 
on which the democracy of political action can be practiced, even during the 
stage of realizing autonomy. 


Staff Maj Gen Hasan al-Naqib: Unity of National Forces Essential even after the 
Regime [s Overthrown 


1. It is a well-known fact that our beloved country, Iraq, has been going through 
a crisis covering all aspects of its life. This crisis is a result of the 
iron-clad control exercised by the Fascist regime over the country's resources. 
This crisis has also had its effects on the material world of our society and its 
struggling national forces. It is true that the various ethnic and national 
wroups of our nation did resist this Fascist policy from the beginning despite 
all the terror, oppression and executions; despite the fact that thousands were 
imprisoned and detained; and despite the fact that tens of thousands in Iraq and 
abroad were forced out of their homes. It is true that the spark for the struggle 
is still burning and that its flames are to grow every day until the goals of our 
people are realized. But it is truly regrettable that sections of the Iraqi 
National Movement are still suffering from disunity and from the fact that they 
are divided over more than one front and more than one coalition despite the fact 
that all conditions [for unity] are favorable. It is our point of view as an 
Iraqi Revolution that the basic reasons for that situation are the narrow 
personal factors and attitudes and the erroneous monopolistic and authoritative 
mental attitudes and methods of some parties of the National Movement. All of us 
have to overcome those tendencies by committing ourselves to the critical stage 
which our country and our Arab nation are going through. 


2. The proper and correct way to overcome the crisis of the Iraqi Revolutionary 
Movement lies in the unity of Iraq's national forces, including the Islamic 
Revolutionary Movement, into an all-inclusive national front. 


We believe, as an Iraqi Revoiutiion, that dialogue, cooperation, coordination and 
the development of joint actions and endeavors, particularly on the fields and 
areas of battle, between the various factions and fronts will undoubtedly serve 
as a catalyst in the creation of a suitable climate for the completion of the 
all-inclusive national front which has become a popular demand. This demand for 
an all-inclusive national front is being made not only by our people in Iraq but 
also by all Arab and friendly national forces. We in the Iraqi Revolution will 
Spare no effort toward that end, and we will add all our resources and our 
efforts alongside those of all the good forces and agencies that are calling for 
the realization of this noble objective. 


3. There are broad and numerous possibilities for cooperation and coordination-- 
and even for the unification of efforts--between the various factions of the 
Iraqi National Movement, including the Islamic Revolutionary Movement. This is be- 
cause everyone is in agreement about overthrowing the Fasicst regime and freeing 





our country once and for all from the woes of terrorism and killing and from the 
war that is ravaging the rights of all our people. Everyone is also in agreement 
about creating a democratic alternative for Iraq and about real autonomy for our 
Kurdish people. 


The unity of Iraqi national forces is essential not only for the period preceding 
the overthrow of the regime, but it is even more essential for the period 
following the overthrow of the regime. Our people and their national groups have 


paid a high price as a result of the policy practiced by the dictatorial and 
Fascist regime and the in-fighting that has been going on among the parties of 
the National Movement. Consequently, the time has come for us to benefit from our 


previous bitter experiences because it has been proven and confirmed that no 
party can unilaterally settle the situation in Iraq and remedy the problems and 
crises that our country is suffering from, especially since our country has been 
ruled by Fascism for many years. We've paid the price for the policy and the 
terrorism of this Fascist government in thousands of executions and murders, in 
destruction, fires, homelessness and expatriation. 


(6 Mar 83 pp 22-24) 


Text | Dr Mahmud 'Uthman of the Socialist Party of Kurdistan: Front Must Be 
All-Inclusive with no National Party Having a Right To Veto 
AL-HURRIYAH continues in this issue publishing the replies of Iraq's national 


opposition leaders to the questions it directed to them regarding the conditions 
of the National Movement in Iraq. After publishing the replies of Dr Nazihah 
al-Dalimi, Mr Idris al-Barzani and Staff Maj Gen Hasan al-Naqib [in the past 
issue|, we publish in this and in the next issue the replies of Dr Mahmud 
'Uthman, Mr Fu'ad Ma'sum, Mr Jawwad Dush, Mr Sami 'Abd-al-Rahman, Dr Haydar Alwis 
and Hikmat Kutani. 


We remind our readers of the questions we raised. 


1. What im your opinion are the immediate and material reasons for the current 
crisis of the National Opposition Movement in Iraq? 


2. What is the proper way for overcoming the crisis and achieving the slogan of 
the broad front? 


3. What are the possibilities that are within reach for cooperation between the 
secular faction and the religious faction in the National Movement, either at the 
present time in the struggle against the existing authority, or subsequently in 
the context of building a national, democratic, liberated and united Iraq? 


The fourth question was directed exclusively to representatives of Kurdish 
national parties. 

4. What are the prospects for political and military cooperation between Kurdish 
mational parties after the failure of the one-party experiment in Iraqi 
Kurdistan? Is the Kurdish National Front a suitable framework for’ that 
cooperation? 
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Ihe tifth question was directed to representatives of activists in professional 
associations and professional organizations. 


9. What is the role played by the activists of professional associations and 
democratic organizations in effecting the political and professional unity of the 
National Movement? 


The text of the answers follows. 


Dr Mahmud ‘Uthman, the Socialist Party of Kurdistan: Front Must Be All-Inclusive 
with no National Party Having the Right To Veto 


|. We must affirm first that our party does not consider itself to have contribu- 
ted directly or by default to the current crisis of the Iraqi National Movement. 
We have been concerned from the very beginning about uniting the national, 
democratic and ethnic forces in a broad national front against the racist 
dictatorial authority. The immediate reasons for the failure of the forces of the 
national opposition to unify their ranks may be summarized in two basic points. 
The first point is that negativism in relations between national forces, par- 
ticularly in Kurdistan. This is a serious matter because it causes tension 
between the armed factions, and that tension was heightened to the point where 
brothers were fighting each other. The second point is the division that exists 
within the National Movement on the war the Iraqi regime is fighting against the 
[slamic Republic of Iran. Attitudes toward that war have differed since the war 
broke out in September 1980. In addition, numerous barriers and problems were 
generated by the daily struggle, and these barriers and problems affected the 
crisis in one way or another and aggravated it. There is no need to touch upon 
these matters now since we are striving to find solutions to our _ present 
situation: we are trying to get out of this situation of fragmented forces, and 
we are trying to gather the creative energies of our people to overthrow Fascism. 


2. The proper way to overcome this crisis and realize the slogan of the broad 
national front lies in arming ourselves with democracy and initiating a democ- 
ratic dialogue between the national forces. It must be understood that the 
passage of time is not in the interests of the Iraqi National Movement and that 
our people have endured much from terrorist and repressive policies and from a 
war which destroyed the human and economic energies of our people. Everyone bears 
a historic national responsibility at this critical period. It is known that ever 
since it was established, our party has worked toward [the goal of] setting up 
the broad national front which was approved by the First Congress that was 
convened in March 1981. In our view this front must be all-inclusive; no national 
party struggling against Fascism is to be excluded or is to exercise a right to 
veto any other party. 


3. We believe it is essential that the dialogue and meetings continue between the 
parties of secular forces and those of the revolutionary religious forces since 
such dialogue and meetings are essential for expediting the overthrow of the 
government. We believe that at the present stage we must concentrate on two 
points as the minimum [required] for coordination and agreement. First, efforts 
made to overthrow the government are to be unified; and, second, an agreement is 
to be made on holding elections and a referendum in a democratic manner. If a 
spirit of democracy and the freedom of political action prevail, continued 
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cooperation between all the factions will be possible, and that will contribute 
tro the overthrow of the government. 


+. As in other societies, the existence of a number of parties in Kurdistan is a 
normal phenomenon. In practical terms, however, having multiple parties in 
Kurdistan has led to the creation of many problems and difficulties either 
because the taith that some parties have in democracy is weak or because previous 


shortcomings within the Kurdish Liberation Movement and the September Revolution 
have persisted. At different stages these problems and difficulties reached the 
point where brothers were fighting each other. 


Reyarding the second part of the question, we believe that the National Front of 
Kurdistan and the Iraqi National Front are interrelated and that they complement 
each other. The emphasis now lies on the creation of one Iraqi national front 
that includes Iraqi national parties that are serious in their effort to 
overthrow the government. As far as our party is concerned, we have given this 
matter primary attention; we have taken part in the dialogue from the beginning; 
and we have taken significant steps for that purpose through the Democratic 
National Front (JUD). We also took part in the Iraqi Revolution that was led by 
Maj Gen Hasan al-Naqib as a step to unify the forces of our people struggling 
against Fascism. 


Fu'tad Ma'sum, Member of the Political Office of the National Alliance of 
Kurdistan: What Matters Is Agreement after Regime Is Overthrown 


} & 2. The crisis, or let us say this negative phenomenon, is not peculiar to 
Iraqi national action. It is unfortunately prevalent in all the liberation move- 
ments in the region. 


Some of the reasons for this crisis pertain to the situation, but most of them 
are self-produced. And this is the bitter truth. 


For this reason, I wish to shift to the other subject: how can this crisis be 
overcome or how can this negative phenomenon be dealt with in Iraq? 


[t is our opinion that the proper road for that is to organize Iraqi national 
forces into a framework for a front that would achieve national unity and 
solidarity with the masses. All the creative capabilities of these forces are to 
be enlisted for the struggle to achieve what the revolution has set out to do. 
These tasks are in general [as follows]: 


--Overthrowing the present dictatorial regime. 


~-Fstablishing a national coalition alternative that can provide democracy for 
[raq and autonomy for Kurdistan and solve in a knowledgeable manner the remaining 
problems that our Iraqi people have been suffering from. The National Ethnic 
Democratic Front in Iraq (JUQAD)--and our party is a founding and a basic member 
of that front--is working hard in this area. A meeting took place recently 
between that front, our organization and the National Democratic Front (JUD) to 
exchange views and ideas so as to get rid of this multiplicity and to struggle 
together within the framework of one front. 


24 











There is no doubt that the clearer ideas are as to what will come about after the 
vovernment is overthrown, the stronger will be the solidarity between these 
national forces and the masses in the struggle to overthrow the government. It is 
known that there are no differences in the views of the two fronts on the 
national alternative and the tasks of tle Iraqi Revolution. 


$. Lraq has its own ethnic and sectarian composition. It may not be possible to 
apply to Iraq constitutional provisions that are acceptable in a certain country. 
[raq's constitutional provisions must be compatible with the material reality in 
[raq. There must not be any form of coercion. 


Religious parties and forces have their own ideas and ideologies, and they are 
entitled to them. If they were to accept the minimum of those ideas that are 
shared with the remaining basic tendencies in Iraq, there would be no problem. If 
this is difficult to achieve, it might be possible here to coordinate between 
them and Iraq's national political forces regarding the following points: 


1. Overthrowing the regime. 


2. Agreeing to set up an interim national coalition government until a general 
constitutional referendum can be conducted in a democratic atmosphere in which 
the constitution would be ratified by a majority vote of the Iraqi people. 


What is ratified by the majority of the people must be respected and accepted by 
everybody. 


But if a certain party or tendency thinks that it can singlehandedly overthrow 
the regime and accomplish the tasks of the revolution, that tendency would [only | 
be trying to repeat experiments that have failed, experiments for which the Iraqi 
people have paid the price. 


4. Kurdistan iS now a fort standing firm against the dictatorship with its 
popular or military activities that are carried out by supporters. There are libe- 
rated areas in Iraqi Kurdistan. 


The regime is making every effort and using every expedient to create problems 
and intensify differences between various groups of supporters. Therefore, 
cooperation between the parties of the Kurdish Movement is extremely essential 
for the continuation of an effective struggle against the regime. 


Along those lines the National Alliance of Kurdistan issued a statement with the 
[Iraqi Communist Party on the political and military coordination that both of 
them had agreed about. There was also an understanding on areas of activity 
reached between the National Alliance of Kurdistan and the Democratic Party of 
Kurdistan, although it is regrettable that this understanding did not take its 
normal course. 


The National Alliance of Kurdistan is intent on establishing the best of rela- 
tions between the groups of Kurdistan. We believe, however, that the organiza- 
tional framework for these relations is that of an Iraqi general front that would 
include all national Iragi forces and parties, since the tasks of the present 
stage are those of overthrowing the dictatorship and setting up a national 
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coalition government that would provide democracy for Iraq and autonomy for 
Kurdistan. These tasks are tasks for Iraqis requiring the efforts of all Iraqi 


jawwad Dush, Secretary General of the Arab Socialist Movement: National, Ethnic 
emocratic Front (JUQAD) Is Most Suitable Framework for Unity 


1. The immediate reasons for the present national crisis im Iraq manifest 
themselves in _the following] most salient and harmful aspects: a policy of 
alliances is being pursued; the fragmentation in the Iraqi movement is being 
upheld; and secondary conflicts are being allowed to triumph over the principal 
conflict with the client Fascist regime. [In addition], there is a reluctance to 


establish comprehensive national unity in a framework of a unifying alliance that 
would lead the struggle of our people--Arabs, Kurds and Turks--to overthrow the 
Fascist regime and set up a national, democratic coalition government under which 


autonomy for Kurdistan would be achieved. Our beloved Iraq would then (be in a 
position to contribute to the Arab confrontation for liberation to defeat the 
imperialist-Zionist-reactionary attack to which the Palestinian Revolution and 
the Arab nation are being subjected. All the national forces of Iraq are being 
called upon to rise to the level of the historic responsibility to save our 
people and to rid our country of the dangers and hardships that are threatening 
national sovereignty. (This threat to our national sovereignty! is a result of 
the policy of the Fascist regime which is hostile to the rights and hopes of our 
people who are fighting and yearning to be free and _to experience democracy and 
social progress. 


2. The proper way to overcome the crisis of Iraqi national action and bring about 
i comprehensive national alliance is to effect an agreement between the two 
fronts: the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front and the National Democratic Front 
(JUD). It is our opinion that the suitable and more favorable framework for the 
unity of these two fronts is still that of the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front 

JUQAD). This is because the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front adheres to a 
democratic national charter that sets forth comprehensive solutions to the 
functions of the Iraqi National Democratic Revolution in domestic, Arab and 
international matters. It is because two basic parties in the National Democratic 
Front--the Iraqi Communist Party and the Socialist Party of Kurdistan in 
[raq --contributed to the founding of the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front. 
After this important step is taken, an invitation must be issued to all forces 
and national groups opposed to the client Fascist regime to join the front and 
bring about the comprehensive national alliance in its framework. 


3}. The possibilities exist, if intense efforts are made, for achieving such 
cooperation between the national religious tendency and the secular tendency. But 


we believe that the religious tendency would not agree to becoming a party to the 


unified national front for several reasons. The most salient of those is the fact 
that the religious tendency stipulates that the charrve in Iraq be Islamic in 
nature and that it be led by the Islamic tendency. Bu. if the unity of the two 
fronts is realized and if the all-inclusive national alliance is established, as 


we've referred to it in the course of our amswer to the second question, an 


agreement would be possible between the united national front and the national 
religious tendency over joint national functions. The most notable of those 
functions would be those of military and political cooperation and coordination 
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to mobilize the Iraqi masses to overthrow the treacherous regime, to set up a 
national coalition government, and to invite the Iraqi people to elect a national 
assembly that would determine the form of the political regime in Iraq. 


13 Mar 83 pp 25-27) 


In this issue we publish the third and last intallment of the answers given by 
iraq's national opposition leaders to the questions [posed to them by! 
AL-HURRIYAH. After publishing the answers of Dr Nazihah al-Dalimi, Idris 
al-Barzani, Staff Maj Gen Hasan al-Naqib, Dr Mahmud 'Uthman, Fu'ad Ma'sum, and 
Jawwad Dush, we publish in this issue the answers of Sami '‘Abd-al-Rahman, Dr 
Mabdar Alwis and Hikmat Kutani. 


We wish to indicate that these answers were given early last February. After that 
meetings continued to be held and efforts continued to be made to solve the 
problems thwarting agreement between the factions of the Iraqi national oppo- 
sition. We also indicate that we had directed the same questions to a number of 
[raq's national forces and figures, but we have not yet received their answers. 


we remind our readers of the questions that were asked. 


1. What in your opinion are the immediate and material reasons for the current 
crisis of the National Opposition Movement in Iraq? 


2. What is the proper way for overcoming the crisis and achieving the slogan of a 
broad front? 


3. What are the possibilities that are within reach for cooperation between the 
secular faction and the religious faction in the National Movement, either at the 
present time in the struggle against the existing authority, or subsequently in 
the context of building a national, democratic, Liberated and united Iraq? 


The fourth question was directed exclusively to representatives of Kurdish 
national parties. 


4. What are the prospects for political and military cooperation between Kurdish 
national parties after the failure of the one-party experiment in Iraqi 
Kurdistan? Is the Kurdish National Front a _ suitable framework for that 


cooperation? 


The fifth question was directed to representatives of activists in professional 
associations and democratic organizations. 


5. What is the role played by the activists of professional associations and 
democratic organizations in effecting the political and organizational unity of 
the National Movement? 


The text of the answers follows. 


Sami '‘Abd-al-Rahman, Secretary General of the Democratic People's Party of 
Kurdistan: Idea of a National Assembly Is Worthy of Consideration 


Before I answer your questions I wish to say that I am very pleased that the 
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publication of AL-HURRIYAH has been resumed. It is a progressive, trailblazing 


\rab mayazine with national horizons. It iS a magazine that has been and we hope 
it ontinue to be an appropriate forum for statements by Iraqi and Kurdish 

progressive forces. 

|. the Iraqi scene has been abounding in national, ethnic, democratic and 


recently Islamic tendencies, parties and forces. Pluralism, which we support, 
sizmifies the coexistence of different opinions, ideas and inclinations. In our 
opinion, however, all these differences would be considered secondary. In some 


periods in the past, however, these secondary differences assumed forms and 
images beyond what was normal for them, and that may have left behind some traces 
and some hard feelings. On the other hand, pluralism requires a spirit of 


democracy and provisions for fronts that would confront imperialism, Zionism, 
reactionaries and Fascism. 


it is of some significance that we are seeing today that the opinions of Iraqi 
national and progressive forces--the Arabs, Kurds and Turks of these and all 
forces--are closer to each other than they have been at any time in the past 2 


years. This was a valuable period that was lost to the Iraqi National Movement. 
it proved that no party, force or even front can singlehandedly overthrow the 
Fascist, bloodthirsty regime that has surrendered itself completely to _ the 
embrace of imperialism and Arab reactionaries. 

2. We are the Democratic People's Party of Kurdistan, and we believe and affirm 
that the points and reasons for agreement exceed by far the aspects and after- 
effects of the differences which all national parties ought to rise above and 
overcome. What matters is that a serious dialogue was begun between the national 
parties and that meetings did take place between the parties and forces of 
difterent tendencies. Our party played a distinguished role in the dialogue. 
Despite its presence in the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front and despite its 
struggle to strengthen and develop that front, it has maintained good relations 
with many national and democratic forces and figures outside its ranks. Our party 
puts these relations to work in the interests of the process of unifying the 
front. 


The proper road to unification is that which would effect a merger between the 
National, Ethnic, Democratic Front (JUQAD) and the National Democratic Front 
(JUD). Such a merger would ensure the unity of the vast majority of democratic 
national forces in Iraq: the Arabs, the Kurds and all those who are concerned 
with and intent on the success of the process of unifying the front. There are 
many who would spare no effort for the success of this endeavor. 


lhe parties of the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front have a single, positive and 
objective position that is responsible for the unification process. We in the 
Democratic People's Party of Kurdistan think that there are no obstacles or 
fundamental differences that cannot be overcome. 


On the other hand we think it is incumbent on the front to provide a provision 
vuaranteeing the affiliation within its ranks of each national or social group or 
figure, and each professional association or struggling Iraqi student 
organization. 
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We have to mobilize all the efforts and energies that can be mustered to deal a 
searing, blow to the client, Fascist bloodthirsty regime and the influence of its 
imperialist masters in our country. We are giving due importance to the matter of 
independent national figures and all national and progressive groups, and we are 
interested in including them in the process of unifying the front. The idea of a 
National Assembly may be one that deserves examination in this regard. 


3. We think that the matter of initiating a national, fraternal dialogue between 
the national democratic forces, which you agreed to call the secular wing and the 
Islamic wing of the Iraqi National Movement, is a matter of the utmost impor- 
tance. The time for that has come today; in fact, it is long overdue. 


We know quite well that the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front (JUQAD) is 
seriously and responsibly prepared to do this. On the other hand, the process of 
unifying the wings of the democratic national forces may make the dialogue with 
the Islamic forces easier. But what would be the purpose of the dialogue?’ Its 
purpose would be first of all to effect cooperation on the basis of coordination 
and the common struggle against the umruly Fascist dictatorship. This is the 
minimum that is required. 


[t may be--and we hope it will--that this dialogue will develop from the common 
popular struggle to achieve common programs for the establishment of a democratic 
coalition regime which would ensure the legitimate ethnic rights of our Kurdish 
people. 


4. If the unity of the Iraqi national forces is essential, the unity of the 
Kurdish national forces is even more pressing. This is due to the fact that our 
Kurdish people are deprived not only of democratic rights, but also of the 
simplest ethnic, cultural and national rights. On the other hand, the Kurdish 
people are engaged in an armed struggle and are making enormous sacrifices every 
day. In view of this condition which involves weapons, any difference may turn 
into an armed clash if the frameworks and provisions for settling disputes are 
not set. Today there are numerous parties and forces on the Kurdish scene. This 
is an objective case that stems from the class nature of Kurdish society and the 
conflicting intellectual influences in that society. No one can abolish pluralism 
in that society, and I do not think that that would be desirable. But what is 
desirable is that infighting among brothers be avoided and the bilateral 
relations between the Kurdish forces nurtured without letting these relations 
assume the character of an adversary relationship against anyone. Despite the 
pluralism that requires a democratic spirit in dealings, we have an urgent need 
to mobilize and unify our forces for our common goals. These goals are compatible 
with the goals of our Iraqi people and do not contradict them at all. Our party 
has examined this subject carefully at its founding conference, and it called in 
its resolutions for shunning violence in settling disputes. It called for the 
repudiation of bickering, for a tireless effort to be made for rapprochement and 
coordination and accordingly for the establishment of a Kurdish national, progres- 
sive front that would become an important part of the all-inclusive Iraqi 
National Front. 


Our party has recently taken a series of measures to normalize and develop its 
relations with all the forces working on the Kurdish scene. We have achieved some 
progress in this regard, and we will continue our efforts for this noble 
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jective that the masses of our struggling people are yearning for with all 
tT fe LT hearts. 


he last thing I will say here is that unifying the Kurdish Liberation Movement 
ild have a positive effect on unifying the Iraqi National Movement, and the 
ypposite of that is also true. 


Let us walk hand in hand toward unity and victory on the Kurdish scene and on the 
Iragi scene. 


Ur Mabdar Luis (|sic?}|, Secretary General of the Socialist Party in Iraq: We 
Ke ject the Imposition of a Clergyman's Sovereign Power 

[t is our opinion that the immediate and material reasons for the current crisis 
between the Iraqi national forces are not products of the present because the 
opposition--whether it is political or religious--is part of the people. Accor- 
dingly, such opposition represents the heritage and the material reality of the 
people for whom we are fighting. Such opposition also represents the people's 
sorrows, their joys, their ambitions and their aspirations for change, which are 


assumed to be qualitative or methodological, in the structure of Iraq's existing 
economic and political syste. The change would be based on overthrowing this 
reyime and setting up a democratic alternative represented by the authority of 


the people. This must include a democratic coalition of all national, ethnic, 
democratic and religious forces. 


The old strife between national forces, which occurred during the periods of 
Iraq's government in the fifties, in the sixties and since the mid seventies, and 
the ideological or doctrinal differences between those forces were among the 
principal reasons for the existence of the current crisis of the Iraqi national 
forces. Among the effects of that crisis is the presence of some intransigence in 
the political dealings between the parties and leaders of the national forces. In 
addition, there are forces that wish to impose a ready alternative to the Iraqi 
regime after Saddam's regime is overthrown, as is the case with some religious 
movements most of which believe only in the sovereign power of clergymen in 
ruling Iraq. Naturally, the principle of such ready-made, prescribed formulas for 
government would be totally incompatible with the democratic government which all 
of us are striving to bring about. 


Our party, the Socialist Party in Iraq, whose activity in the ethnic, federated 
socialist tendency has been more radical and more progressive, rejects ready-made 
formulas and relies on the principle of democracy in the struggle between ideas 
for the establishment of a government that is supported basically by the right of 
the majority to choose the government they see fit to govern LIraq--whether that 
majority choose a religious government or a political government. This is 
particularly the case since all sects, groups and tendencies of our people in 
Iraq have been calling for a democratic government to represent them because they 
suffered a great deal from the methods of subjugation, suppression, terrorism and 
torture. The horror of these methods was manifested in the government of 
al-Bakr-Saddam. The most recent of these methods was that by which the regime 
that is allied with that of Saddam threw our people and our army into a dirty, 
unjustified war against the Islamic Republic in Iran. This war led to the 
destruction of our army and the suspension of its role in resisting the Israeli 
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er d the notion of reviving the eastern front for many years to come. 
its outcome was the destruction of the country's economy and the death, injury 
ind imprisonment of close to 100 soldiers, 300,000 wounded and 60,000 prisoners, 
respectively |. |And all this served the interests of} Israel, the United States 
and Arab reactionaries. 


it iS our opinion that a continuous, earnest and sound dialogue between the 
yroups of the national forces--a dialogue that would be based on placing the 
Supreme interests of the country above everything else--would be the only way to 
overcome such disputes between the national forces. This would be the way to 
bring the points of view of the various national forces closer together. It would 
ultimately lead to genuine cooperation on the front, particularly in our ranks. 
The tragedy that our people are experiencing under this bloodthirsty regime must 
receive greater consideration than anything else, regardless what it is. 


ve in the Socialist Party, as a founding party of the National, Ethnic, 
emocratic Front (JUQAD), are prepared to cooperate at any time and without any 
omplications or hard feelings with religious groups that are willing. National 
forces, and particularly parties of the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front, are 
still proposing constructive cooperation with the religious parties that wish to 
overthrow the ruling regime in Iraq in accordance with a democratic method of 
vovernment. Therefore, we are calling upon all religious forces that wish to 
cooperate |with us! on the basis of the principle of equality |to come forth and 
work with us|}. This is because we believe that relying on others to assume pover 
vould not serve the cause of our people, no matter what the conditions and the 
reasons tor it. This is the function of our people who have the authentic right 
to exercise sovereignty over their land. Our people are the only ones who are 
entitled to set up the government that they think would be fit to govern them. 


Hikmat Kutani of the Democratic Labor Union Movement in Iraq: With the Formation 
of a Coordinating Committee between the National Democratic Front (JUD) and the 
National, Ethnic, Democratic Front (JUQAD) 


We are gratefully complying with your request and answering the questions that 
were submitted to us. We are answering the questions in sequence, except for the 
fourth question which does not pertain to our movement. 


The answer to the first question: We believe that in the past there were numerous 
factors that played a major role in breaking up the unity of the forces of the 
iraqi national opposition. Their effects still linger despite developments that 
occurred in the establishment of numerous bilateral and multilateral alliances. 
In our view the most important of these reasons are the following: 


\. Fanning the fires of secondary disputes and reviving the natural class 
contlicts between the various progressive social forces and their parties and 
political tendencies with the intention of turning them into principal, in- 
ternecine conflicts. It is the camp of the enemies led by imperialism and its 
circles that has been standing behind this process for a long time, trying to 
cause the struggles between them to break out into the open, particularly in 
conditions when the revolutionary struggle becomes heated and when it senses 
imminent danger. 


8. As a result of what we mentioned in the preceding paragraph, traces from the 
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ist ive remained, and these are still having their negative eff 
ent. me of the national forces have not gotten rid of these o 
ies exploit for the same forementioned purpose. 


t on the pre- 
traces which 


some forces are inclined to contain any action by a front on the basis of a 
irrow premise that does not take into account past experience and the need to 
j}ugate the immediate and personal interests of this or the other party to the 

er interests of the people and the country. 
. An obvious and manifest shortcoming is still having its negative effect here 
and there on |the process of} understanding and grasping the theoretical prin- 


iples that the unified front must decide on. It is still having an effect on the 


method otf setting forth the intellectual and political organizational frameworks 


f the front as well as their dimensions and depths. And it is still having an 
effect on the process of | determining the social forces that have an interest in 
progress and estimating their size and stature in the course of the process of 
class alignment. This process is the occasional product of the objective laws of 
social development. 


[he answer to the second question: When our movement resumed its activities seve- 
ral years ago, it aftirmed the need for action to form a united front that can 


include different democratic national forces operating on the Iraqi scene-- 
parties, political tendencies, popular organizations and independent national 
figures. It is our opinion that the way to build a broad opposition front 


involves adopting the following matters: 


\. Determining the dimensions of the general framework of the broad front in 
‘arious areas on firm fundamental principles that would rest on democratic 
principles when the forces of the coalition deal with each other, provided that 
111 the good national forces are included without exception. 


B. Since the working class and its labor union movement has its vanguard role in 

resent and future revolutionary movement of our people, that fact requires 
that its size and the power of its influence on the body of the broad front be 
estimated as well as the opposite of that. 


'. We believe that a real front must be set up in the course of the struggle in 
the country. That is, such a front must be one that puts up a fight and is 
actually effective so it can really overthrow the dictatorship and establish a 
national democratic coalition government. 


DO. We think that the proper beginning is for opposition forces--and we are part 
of those forces--to become engaged in a puryoseful and direct dialogue without 
preconditions to find the best formula for setting up a broad front and 
letermining its intellectual, political and organizational frameworks. These 
frameworks would be organically connected and would be compatible with current 
conditions and with the requirements of the struggle to overthrow the Fascist 
rew. Im preparation for this we think it would be beneficial to form a committee 
to coordinate the actions of the two existing fronts: the National Democratic 
Front (JUD) and the National, Ethnic, Democratic Front (JUQAD). 


The answer to the third question: The nature of our popular movement dictates 
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that it have a fundamental position of not discriminating among workers on the 


isis of their ethnic, religious or sectarian origins. Our movement includes in 
its ranks all the good trade union forces regardless of their political affilia- 
tions and opinions and even their previous trade umion positions. Therefore, ir 


attitude towards all national parties and forces, including the religious opposi- 
tion, can only be determined by this forementioned nature of our movement. 


\ccordingly, we see the future of Iraq, which must be determined by the Iraqi 
people in accordance with their free will, as one where no ethnic, religious and 
sectarian disputes exist. We see the future of Iraq} as a future for building a 
unified, democratic and prosperous Iraq in which all the forces of good would 
loin hands for that honorable objective which would ensure autonomy for 
Kurdish people and the ethnic rights of minorities. 


rr? 
7 


[he answer to the fifth question: We believe that the popular organizations in 
weneral and the labor union movement in particular have a major role in the revo- 
lutionary movement of our people. We consider these popular organizations one ot 
the basic foundations for building a unified front for the national democratic 
forces. This is because these organizations can make a considerable contribution 
to the establishment of national unity since they have broad, popular resources 
and qualifications. 


[It is worth noting that there are organic links between these organizations and 
the National Democratic Movement. These links are dynamic and dialectic. If the 
first one develops, it has a positive effect on the second, and the reverse is 
true. 


lt is essential, however, to affirm the fact that the Democratic Labor Union Move- 
ment iS a movement that grew out of historical necessity. Therefore, it responds 
to the will of the working class only. Accordingly, it rejects any infringement 
on its freedom or any intervention in its affairs since that would contravene 
this obligatory responsiveness it has to the working class. Since it is a 
movement based on the principles of trade union democracy, it is a unified 
popular force of some significance in the current political reality, particularly 
since it relies on the extensive experience it gained in the course of the 
ylorious historical struggle. 





ve have worked hard and are still working in earnest out of concern for the 
revolutionary movement of our people, for the development of that movemeuat and 
because our movement is part of the revolutionary movement of our people. We are 
yvorking in earnest to establish a broad front for the forces of the real 
opposition. We will undoubtedly be active participants in this broad front. 


We believe that labor cadres are produced in the course of the popular class 
struggle by continuous labor union activity and from the broad and extensive base 
of this tireless struggle. The cadres are being prepared to assume their 
responsibilities and move upwards to the leadership level from the same base. 
Therefore, it would never be proper to ignore this fundamental fact and turn 
towards the creation of contrived structures or the imposition of persons | in 
leadership positions| in a rash process that comes from the top under the pretext 
of bringing about labor union unity. 
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ISRAEL 


POST POLL ON PROSPECTIVE ELECTION RESULTS 
TA170754 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 17 Jun 83 
[Report on JERUSALEM POST Poll by political correspondent Sara Honig] 


[Text] Tel Aviv--Two years after the 1981 elections, the Likud and the Align- 
ment are back to their starting positions of near parity. 


According to the latest JERUSALEM POST poll, the two parties would be neck and 
neck, with a razor thin edge of one seat for the Likud, if elections were held 
now. 


The gap between the Likud and the Alignment has been gradually closing, accord- 
ing to polls conducted from the beginning of the year. This, however, is 
the narrowest it has been since the elections. 


The poll was conducted between June 1 and June 10 for THE JERUSALEM POST by the 
Modi'in Ezrahi Social Research Institute under the direction of Dr Sarah 
Shemer. A representative sample of 1,195 persons was interviewed. 


If elections had been held then, according to the poll, the Likud would have 
won 47 Knesset seats, and Alignment 46. In the 1981 elections, the Likud 
wen 48 seats and the Alignment 47. Only last month, polls showed the Likud 
« suld win 54 seats to 42 for the Alignment. 


However, Shemer notes that the starting position for the coalition as a whole 
would still be better than the opposition's, with 63 Knesset seats to 52 for 
the opposition. 


Since last month's pool, the Likud shows a drop of seven seats and Labour 

a gain of four. The dramatic shift in public opinion becomes all the more 
apparent when one considers that only last month the Likud showed a lead of 
12 seats over Labour and that in January the lead was 18 seats. 
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June May nacch Feb Jan 1981 


elections 

Likud 47 54 58 58 57 48 
Alignment 46 42 42 40 39 47 
National Religious 

Party [NRP] 6 6 3 4 5 6 
Aguda 4 4 4 4 4 4 
TAMI 3 3 2 3 3 3 
Citizens Rights 

Movement [CRM] 3 1 1 1 2 1 
Tehiya 3 3 2 3 3 3 
Shinuy 3 2 3 3 3 2 
TELEM - - ~ re ‘ 2 
Others 5 4 4 4 4 4 


CsO: 4400/397 
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ISRAEL 


HARIF ON U.S.-ISRAELI STRATEGIC COOPERATION 
TA171207 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 17 Jun 83 p 14 


[Commentary by Yosef Harif: "Secretary of Defense Weinberger Took Ambassador 
Rosenne by Surprise With a Proposal To Discuss Implementation of the Memorandum 
of Understanding on Strategic Cooperation" 


[Text] The warm greetings from Washington which U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
Samuel Lewis conveyed yesterday to Prime Minister Menahem Begin on the eve 
of the latter's upcoming visit, as the guest of President Reagan, further 
illustrates the dramatic change undergone by all branches of the U.S. Admin- 
istration in their perception toward Israel. 


Only a few months ago the administration-~-and even Reagan himself--did not 
hesitate to play the political card of Begin's visit to Washington with the 
clear aim of pressuring Israel and twisting its arm on the Lebanese question. 
Now, not only is Reagan full of appreciation and warmth toward the prime min- 
ister, but he also wants Begin to call on him soon. Begin is not rushing, 
and as far as is known he would not mind if the visit took place in September 
or the beginning of the fall. However, the U.S. Administration is doing 
everything possible to have the visit take place without any further delay. 
The officials responsible for the President's agenda have been going out of 
their way to make room for the prime minister's 3-day visit. They reworked 
previous arrangements and kept all the bigwigs in the cabinet, Congress, and 
Senate who would have to attend the receptions from going on vacation and 
leaving Washington, as they usually do at the end of July. 


Prior to his departure for the United States, Ambassador Lewis gladly remarked 
that the new atmosphere in the United States toward Israel is an outstanding 
fact, but that the administration also takes pains to promote and underscore 
it. 


The new winds blowing form Washington were highlighted at this week's Cabinet 
session by Deputy Foreign Minister Dr Yehuda Ben-Me‘ir during a review of the 
fruitful talks he held in the last 2 weeks with Middle East policymakers. 


If somebody claims that the change in U.S.-Israeli relations is influenced by 
calculations about the Jewish vote on the eve of the "primaries," signalling 
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the beginning of the presidential race, "I will not argue with him," Ben- 
Me'ir said, but that would be a very simplistic and fragmented explanation. 

He added that in all the talks he held at various levels, he heard about the 
great importance of strategic cooperation between the United States and Israel. 
Also, an influential decisionmaker in the National Security Council told him 
that the perception is emerging that Israel may be the only stable element the 
United States can count on in the Middle East. If that is the approach nour- 
ishing the "new atmosphere" toward Israel in Washington, then there is no 

room for the remark by a Cabinet member that "everything" stems from elec- 
tion considerations.... 


At present, the positive utterances about Israel do not come from staunch 
Israeli friends such as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick 
("Tell Begin I love him..."). Even Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger, 

who had been regarded as an avowed enemy of Israel in the administration and 
did not miss any opportunity to limit its moves and discredit it in public (we 
still remember how he promoted the confrontation between the U.S. "hero", the 
Marine soldier, and an Israeli tank unit...), is talking differently today. 

In the past he had been opposed to any strategic cooperation with Israel, 
whereas at present--in a meeting with the incoming Israeli Ambassador Dr Me'‘ir 
Rosenne--he talks about the need to revive the memorandum of understanding 

on strategic cooperation (from the days of Arik Sharon): "It is up to you... 
just say the word and we will realize that memorandum...." It emerges from 
Weinberger's remarks that when the United States heeds the original Israeli 
request to have U.S. Army depots in the area within the framework of the U.S.- 
Israeli strategic cooperation, the reference will not just be to storing "first 
aid kits." 


A commitment to Israel's security? Indeed, Weinberger reiterates to Rosenne. 
The Lavi aircraft? We want to help Israel manufacture the Lavi, Weinberger 
says frankly, but we have certain bureaucratic difficulties: The money of the 
military aid to Israel cannot be used for this purpose since according to 

U.S. law the United States cannot extend financial aid to develop weapons 
which will ultimately compete with its own industry. However, the secretary 
of defense hopes a way will be found to assist Israel.... 


As far as is known, President Reagan himself asked Secretary Weinberger to 
change his image within the U.S. Jewish community, and to actively take part 
in emphasizing Reagan's new message that Israel and the United States are 

real allies. Had Weinberger not meant everything he said both publicly and 
privately, and said what he did just to please his "boss," he could have 
achieved the same effect at a lower price. That not being the case, it seems 
that even Weinberger is genuinely inclined to sober up--despite the spiritual 
anguish this entails for him--in everything pertaining to the situation in the 
Middle East. Therefore, many people here are inclined to believe that at 
stake are not only electoral considerations and a pursuit of the Jewish vote, 
but also a readiness to reassess who is a real and reliable ally and who is 

an unworthy ally. In spite of its disappointment with all those it blindly 
courted a few months ago--Jordan, Egypt and above all Saudi Arabia--the U.S. 
Administration will not put Israel at the top of the ladder without taking the 
"Arab world" into consideration. On the other hand, there is no doubt that 
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the United States will not ignore Israel's wishes and aspirations as it did 

in the past. For example, when a prominent U.S. official confides to Deputy 
Foreign Minister Ben-Me'ir that U.S. policy had been wrong on the Lebanese 
question, we have no reason to suspect that the man is saying that just to 
please his Israeli interlocutor. When senators, including Charles Percy who 

is “crazy about the Saudis," say that Saudi Arabia disappointed them, there 

is no reason to doubt their sincerity. There is no reason to doubt he is 
making a logical assessment when a National Security Council official says that 
the Soviets should under no circumstances be allowed to profit from their deeds 
in Lebanon and their support for the Syrians and the PLO. Nor is there rea- 
son to doubt when he says that if the Russians realized that by bringing 
missiles and troops to Syria "we, Americans, might change out position and give 
in to them, then they would perform the same trick not only in Syria and 
Lebanon but also elsewhere in the world...." 


This may also affect the U.S. position on the sensitive issue of the IDF's 
withdrawal in Lebanon to what Israeli security experts would consider a com- 
fortable line, which will limit or totally eradicate the attacks on Israeli 
targets and IDF soldiers. 


it turns out that the Americans do not openly dare ask Israel to leave the 

[IDF in all the places it is currently stationed until the United States 
exhausts all the moves for having the Syrians withdraw from Lebanon. Those 
U.S. officials with whom Israelis have held contacts could at most remark 

that they are "concerned" with what might happen to Israel if it effected a 
unilateral withdrawal, or ask Israel not to proceed "hastily," and other 
observations of this kind. However, an explicit appeal has not yet been 
submitted to Israel not to effect a redeployment in Lebanon. The United 
States is convinced about one thing: Israel will not present it with a fait 
accompli but will coordinate its position with the United States, because 

both Washington and Jerusalem realize they should not create a situation which 
would do away with all the achievements gained in Lebanon--meaning the Lebanese- 
Israeli agreement guaranteed by the United States--and create a vacuum. 


In this respect, it seems that all the talk about the possibility of effecting 
a redeployment of the IDF in Lebanon "within 2 weeks" stems from an assess- 
ment, rather than a decision, already made in Jerusalem. In this week's 
Cabinet session the prime minister said that the Cabinet will be asked to 

give thought to this issue soon, and that "we will hold a meeting on this sub- 
ject within the week" (the reference may be to the Ministerial Conmittee on 
Security Affairs rather than to a Cabinet Plenum). Defense Minister Moshe 
Arens has hinted that the plans for an IDF redeployment in Lebanon are ready 
or almost ready, and that there is more than one option, meaning that the 
decision to be made now is a political rather than a military one. 


One gets the impression that there is an argument between the United States 
and Israel: The United States wants the IDF forces to remain where they are 
in Lebanon “until further notice;" that is, until the Americans are convinced 
that there is no chance to bring about the withdrawal of the Syrians, whereas 
Israel insists on an immediate withdrawal to a more comfortable line. 
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This {s not the problem. The United States understands Israel and its de- 
sire to change the lines of confrontation, thus reducing the number of attacks 
against the IDF. Israel's problem, at least so far, has been not only to 
improve its status in Lebanon militarily, but how to achieve this objective 
without undermining its political status. Begin was quoted as saying in one 
of his consultations that Israel should defend its forces and defend the 
agreement with Lebanon. "The agreement with Lebanon," namely, U.S. recog- 
nition of Israeli presence in Lebanon and the peaceful relations between 
Lebanon and [srael on the basis of this agreement (and authoritative Lebanese 
personages are today talking not about Israel's exit from Lebanon but about 
the need that the Syrians and terrorists leave Lebanon simultaneously with 
Israel) are important assets for any future settlement. 


This firm adherence to the "agreement with Lebanon,” namely, refraining from 

a unilateral withdrawalas proposed by the Alignment not necessarily in coordi- 
nation with the United States, stems from another consideration: At this 
Stage there are no signs to indicate a Syrian intention to evacuate Lebanon. 
On the contrary, at this stage the Syrians believe that attrition against 
Israel, actual attrition by way of terrorist acts in the area and attrition 

by undermining from the inside Israel's ability to stand firm--Damascus Radio 
talks openly about the possibility that the demonstrations in Israel, the 
arguments in the Knesset and breaking the morale of the people--may shake 

the agreement with Lebanon and lead to the IDF's unilateral withdrawal. 


The United States too was concerned about this possible scenario and there- 
fore, not only did it warn Moscow and Damascus, at the peak of the tension 
created by Syria under the cover of the maneuver it carried out a few weeks 
ago, but the United States also took care to make it clear to “everybody con- 
cerned'’--through secret channels--that they should not be impressed by the 
apparently emerging "weakness" in Israel, since if Israel refrains from re- 
action, so the Americans explained both in Moscow and in the Western world, 
this is due to well-considered moves and caution, not weakness. 


The remarks by Defense Minister Arens this week contained another "hint." He 
has not yet despaired of the chance that the Syrians will ultimately leave 
Lebanon. 


What does this "hint" rely on? 


There is an assessment that when the Syrians realize that the Israeli position 
will not weaken, that the U.S. support for it is an existing fact and that 
also the Soviets will not save Syria with their maneuvers, Damascus may want 
to find an honorable way out and will agree to withdraw. 


What is an "honorable way out" in this case? 


Some believe that Syria will aim at achieving three things: Funds (from 

Saudi Arabia) in return for the withdrawal; a political understanding with 
Lebanon, according to which Syria will be granted a status which is better 

than that of Israel and this, in Syria's opinion, should be done through a 
Lebanese Government polical declaration in Syria's favor; and a U.S. act which, 
at least implicitly, will mean that in order to implement the Israeli-Lebanese 
agreement, the Syrian agreement is also necessary. 
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According to an assessment of experts whose task is to follow closely region- 
al developments, Syria's extreme demands [derishot] are not necessarily the 
last word and if negotiations only open, a compromise may be obtained. 


The opinion prevailing so far is that if the Syrians see that Israel is com- 
pelled to withdraw under the pressure of terrorist attacks and the war of 
attrition waged against it, they will form the view that all that Syria should 
do is to continue to attack and tire the IDF out and not withdraw. The 
assessment arising against this, however, is precisely that if the Syrians 
realize that Israel is withdrawing to a more convenient line they will have 

to reassess their position and decide whether this situation is good for them 
since such a situation may improve Israel's stand and leave Damascus at a 
distance of less than 30 km from the Israeli artillery. Is it to Syria's 
advantage to divide Lebanon de facto under such circumstances? This is highly 
doubtful. Under such circumstances, so notes the evaluation, the Syrians 

will be better off if they enjoy security arrangements similar to those set 

in the Lehanese-Israeli agreement than if the IDF is stationed near Damascus. 


These are the problems which will be discussed and clarified in the intensive 
contacts between Jerusalem and Washington. 


People speaking on behalf of the government talk about the importance of 
coordination with the United States while the Alignment, in its decision to 
demand [litbo'a] a unilateral withdrawal, talked about the need for a dialogue 
with the United States. 


What is the difference between "coordination" and "dialogue?" 
"A dialogue," so the Alignment explained, does not mean accepting the U.S. 
opinion while "coordination" necessitates that nothing be done unless it re- 
ceives U.S. consent. 


With all due honor to these semantics to the Alignment's readiness not "to 
take commands" from the Americans, this is not the calssical case in which it 
is absolutely necessary to flex muscles vis-a-vis the United States. The 
United States does not stand in Israel's way of implementing a unilateral 
withdrawal. As a result, there is no connection whatsoever between the 
Alignment's "dialogue" and the government's "coordination." 


Furthermore, [words indistinct] the fact that the United States is seeking 
coordinationwith Israel above and beyond the Lebanese issue indicates a de- 
viation by the U.S. Administration from truths it believed in and which have 
guided its policy so far. Hence, the fact that the administration has begun 
sobering up from the "Arab world" illusion as an element which should be 
appeased at all costs--even at the expense of Israel's interests--may help 
in opeing a real and genuine dialogue between Jerusalem and Washington. It 
is hard to assume that all of the administration's branches, including the 
White House, the Pentagon and the State Department, all operate in excellent 
"orchestration" today with regard to manifestations of friendship and under- 
standing toward Israel, and all of this only because President Reagan may 
need the Jewish vote. 








There are clear signs to indicate that the changes we are witnessing today in 
the U.S. Administration and communications media stem from the recognition 
that if there is anybody who deters Moscow's messengers and who prevents 
Soviet expansionism, this is surely Israel. 


One cannot of course talk of permanent situations in policy, and just as the 
previous situation--namely, the tense relations between the U.S. Administration 
and the Israeli Government since Alexander Haig was deposed from the State 
Department--changed, so can the "new situation." If this situation was 
affected only by election considerations, however, senior U.S. Administration 
officials would not have needed to say that they were disappointed with Saudi 
Arabia and with its ability toaid the United States to influence Damascus, 

the PLO or Jordan. That same Saudi Arabia was regarded by the President (in 
the AWACS affair), the secretary of state and especially Secretary of Defense 
Weinberger as the answer to everything. For every problem that arose for 
envoy Philip Habib, the cure was a trip to Tiyadh. The fact that he returned 
from there empty-handed did not affect him, and he--like those that sent him-- 
continued to court Saudi Arabia. The situation has changed today. Even if 
anyone believes that only election considerations have affected the new atmo- 
sphere in Washington, then this atmosphere will last no less than 1 and 1/2 
years according to this logic.... 


The inclination to view the outstanding changes which occurred in the U.S. 
position as a result of a sobering-up process, however, has some basis. Too 
many U.S. Administration officials admitted during talks--some implicitly 
and some explicitly--that Washington has erred a lot all along the way in 
the Lebanese war for there are signs that the Americans already understand 
that out of the desire to limit Israel's footsteps--when on the happy occa- 
sion of obtaining a settlement in Lebanon Washington also wanted to sell the 
Reagan plan--the United States has indeed managed to prevent Israel from 
reaping the fruits of its victory, but the United States also wasted a large 
number of the advantages it gained. 


In any event, Israeli-U.S. relations in the coming period will flow in a new 
channel: There will be more understanding for Israel's security problems, 

a greater sensitivity will be shown to its political problems (nobody talks 

of the Reagan plan anymore), and also in the Israeli economic sphere which the 
Lebanese war has adversely affected the United States will not be passive. 


It seems that it would not be an exaggeration to say that the status of the 
United States in the region today will be largely affected by its ability 
to stabilize the situation in Lebanon and in order to achieve this goal 
cooperation with Israel is absolutely necessary. 


It is no wonder then that Reagan is waiting for Begin. Just as Israel needs 
coordination with the United States in the upcoming moves it is considering 
in the Lebanese arena, so to no lesser extent--and perhaps even more so--the 
United States needs coordination with Israel. 


CSO: 4400/397 
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ISRAEL 


LITANI NOTES TWO FACES OF SHAMIR 
‘TA241027 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 24 Jun 83 p 14 


{Commentary by Yehuda Litani in the "Political Diary" column: "Dr Yitzhaq and 
Mr Shamir"’] 


[Text] Foreign Ministry workers, some of them even holding rather senior 
posts, are quite often amazed by the transformation that takes place with the 
minister in charge of their ministry's affairs, Yitzhaq Shamir, when he faces 
members of his Herut Party throughout the country compared to his moderate, 
carefully thought-out expressions in conversations he holds in his office. 
This, as one of the employees put it last week, "is the Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
phenomeno.'' Wken in his office, not only does he carefully consider each 
Statement he makes, but he also makes comments to others. Recently he told 

a protege of his from Herut, Deputy Minister Midkha'el Degel, not to grant 
too many interviews to the foreign press on the settlements, because this is 
detrimental to Israel's information campaign overseas. 


However, when addressing a crowd of Herut supporters in the Netanya or Giryat 
Shemona branches, Shamir got carried away by the zeal of his statements, ac- 
cusing the Alignment of discouraging us, in fact of helping the Syrian or PLO 
enemy. On such occasions, he forgets all the diplomatic rules, which he is 
such an expert on in his Jerusalem office, and we see another Shamir, a 
zealot, harboring a grudge against his enemies and adversaries at home. 


So who is the real Yitzhaq Shamir? Dr Yitzhaq or Mr Shamir? Both, people 

who know him well say. The former LEHI leader can be sober and yet cruel, 
stingy in his speech and very calculated, and yet also enthusiastic and aggres- 
sive. Eager--but not one to arouse corresponding eagerness. Wishing to be 
Begin's successor and sit at the Cabinet helm, he is not taken in by Begin's 
magical spell on the masses. He has no direct rapport with them, which is 

why he needs to resort to extremist expressions and sometimes it appears as 
though he voices the most extreme expressions of any Cabinet minister--only to 
win the applause and sympathy of the party branches. 
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ISRAEL 


LITANI DESCRIBES BEGIN'S ‘CLOSE CIRCLE' 
TA240956 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 24 Jun 83 p 14 


[Commentary by Yehuda Litani in the "Political Diary" column: "The Real 
Associates" ] 


[Text] Who is a part of the prime minister's close circle? Whenever the 
press mentions Menahem Begin's "associates," it means primarily the members of 
his office--Chef de Bureau Yehi'el Gadishay, who is his closest and oldest 
confidant; his spokesman Uri Porat; his military secretary Colonel ‘Azri'el 
Nevo; and the director general of the prime minister's office, Matityahu 
Shmuelevitz. 


It appears, however, that Menahem Begin holds his most intimate discussions 

on political matters, and holds his most cherished consultations precisely 
with none other than two young people in whom he places the most faith and 

for whom he feels great respect--son Binyamin-Ze'ev Begin and Cabinet Secretary 
Dan Meridor, whose true status far exceeds his title in terms of importance. 
One of Begin's friends said that he is interested in having his son show great- 
er interest in politics, but evidently his son is not showing such enthusiasm. 
The initiative for holding those consultations has come fromthe father, who 
lets his son in on internal debates and difficulties. 


Dan Meridor, the son of the late Heru MK Eliyahu Meridor, is a rising star 
on the Herut horizon. His proximity to Menahem Begin has also boosted his 
standing within the cabinet, to which he serves as secretary. He has to do 
even in the most complex and intricate matters, and it is being said that 
Begin has full confidence in his reasoning and thinking, following him some- 
times even blindly. Merido was most active in the negotiations between the 
representatives of the doctors and the cabinet, and in effect served as the 
prime minister's representative in the deliberations. 


CSO: 4400/397 
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ISRAEL 


CLASH BETWEEN EL AL, MA'OF WORSENS 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 9 May 83 p 32 


[Article by Aryeh 'Egozi: "The ‘Air Battle’ between 'Ma'of' and 'El Al' 
Intensifies" ] 


[Text] The internal war between the Israeli aviation companies Ma'of and El Al 
has heightened after El Al instructed all its branches throughout the world 

not to help Ma'of; all of this while there is sharp competition between the 
[sraeli firms and foreign ones over less than a million tourists per year. 


This is a very strange war, a war which helps no one and hurts the country. 

At this stage not even a "cease-fire" can be seen on the horizon in the 
spreading war between Ma'of and El Al. There is no doubt that if the efforts 
invested in this war were directed into the strongest possible marketing effort, 
both of the companies and the Israeli economy would benefit. But this fact 
seems to have been forgotten in the "heat of the battle." 


El Al has been fighting with Ma'of since the latter changed from an agency that 
handled foreign charter flights to a regular airline with its own planes. 

When El Al was started up again after a long shutdown, the people at Ma'of 
thought that that was a propitious moment to try for cooperation. 


The director of Ma'of, Yitzhaq Gadis, met with the new director of El Al, Rafi 
Harlev, and offered to cooperate in several areas: "I thought that this was 
an opportunity for the national aviation corporation to take the lead in the 
area of civilian flight in Israel. True, there are three airlines competing 
with each other in Israel. Competition is healthy, but the national aviation 
corporation must set the tone in many things,’ the director of Ma'of said. 


The energetic Gadish, who set up the Ma'of corporation as the realization of 

a private dream, was disappointed at the reaction of El Al. Not only was the 
national aviation corporation not prepared for cooperation, but a short time 
after the discussions with the El Al administration, El Al instructed its 
branches not to cooperate with Ma'of and not to assist them in any way. This 
instruction, for which there is nothing comparable in the world of civil air, 
aroused an angry reaction among senior elements in El Al, especially among the 
board of directors that has been frozen since the company was reactivated 

by the temporary receiver. 








[he Regulations Were Changed 


At El Al they were taken aback by the angry reactions and softened the written 
instruction, but in practice there is no cooperation between the two firms. 
"Tf there were 2 million tourists coming to Israel each year, there would be 
enough work for all the Israeli aviation companies. But, unfortunately, less 
than a million tourists come to Israel each year, and this small demand is 
fought over by the three Israeli aviation companies as well as the foreign ones. 
You cannot make business from strife, and the situation today is that all (the 
three [Israeli aviation companies are El Al, Ma‘of and Argi'a are fighting to 
increase their share of a small pie instead of fighting to increase the pie,” 
Cadish says and blames very harshly the transportation ministry, which should, 
in his opinion, worry about the aviation companies and stop the war. ''The 
ministry is instigating the three companies and taking an unobjective stand 
when it defends El Al blindly," says Gadish and aims his criticism at the 
Ministry of Tourism as well, which, in his opinion, is not assisting his 
company abroad. 


Under pressure from El Al, charter flight regulations were changed recently, 
and today charter flights cannot be made to points to which El Al flies. 
This regulation, intended to protect the national aviation corporation, will 
not aid El Al, at least in the opinion of aviation experts, but at the same 
time it put Ma'of in a strange position and, in the final analysis, may well 
cause serious damage to El Al itself. 


After Ma'of's attempts to prevent the new regulations by appealing to the courts 
failed, it has continued to operate mixed flights even to points served by El 
Al, but does it in a strange fashion. An addendum to the regulations permits 
mixed flights if they do not take off from Ben Gurion airport. Therefore 
Ma'of is forced to fly an empty plane to the ‘Atarot airfield in Jerusalem 

and take on passengers who are residents of the area. With a few passengers, 
the plane takes off from ‘Atarot and lands at the end of a five minute flight 
at Ben Gurion airport; the Jerusalem passengers deplane and join the 

remaining passengers. About half an hour afterwards, all the passengers board 
the plane, which leaves for its destination. "This is totally illogical, and 
even the transportation ministry people admit it in private talks," say Gadish. 


In this state of protracted and even increasing warfare, Ma'of continues to fly 
through an aggressive marketing campaign which is the fruit of Gadish's own 
initiative. Within a short period of time Ma'of has succeeded in creating 
standard of passenger service of which no veteran regular aviation company 
would be ashamed. 


Operating Permit 


Today Ma'of is a charter flight company, but the new regulations are likely to 
"boomerang" on the very people who initiated them. Because of the impossibility 
of carrying out mixed charter flights to the U.S. Ma'of appealed to the 

Ministry of Transportation to change its operating permit so that it would be 
able to carry out regular flights to the U.S. as well. Ma'of cited the 

aviation agreement between Israel and the U.S. which explicitly states that 

each country could certify more than one company to fly between the two 
countries. 
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Regular flights from the U.S. arrive in Israel from both TWA and the Metro 


‘rporation, and Gadish is now asking for equal treatment. "I would give 
up the pleasure of being a regular aviation company, except that they are 
pushing me into a ghetto of regulations and I am forced to react," says the 
firector ot Ma'of, who has been trying, he says, for more thana year without 
success to meet with Minister of Transportation Haim Korpo. 


\ spokesman for the ministry of transportation, Yehi'el Amitai, said in reply 
that Gadish requested the meeting with the minister at the time of the latest 
crisis at El Al, and the minister did not feel then that it was the proper 
timing tor the meeting since that might give the impression that the ministry 
was preparing an alternative to the national aviation corporation. Later, 

the spokesman said, the minister met for three hours with Ma'of's legal advisor. 
"Cadish's aviation company is in regular contact with us by means of the courts, 
and, therefore, there is no reason now for a meeting between the minister and 

Mr Gadish. The minister of transportation has nothing against the Ma'of 
corporation, and it should be remembered that it was he who inaugurated the 
company at a festive ceremony," the Ministry of Transportation spokesman said. 


Written Memoranda 


in reaction to Gadish's claims against the Ministry of Tourism, the 
communications advisor of the minister of tourism, Tzvi Rimon, said that Gadish 
is one of the capable people in flight and tourism. "I only regret that 

Mr Gadish forgot to tell the newspaper a number of basic facts. The Ministry 
of Tourism has only just offered the newspaper a number of basic facts. The 
Ministry of Tourism has only just offered Ma'of a grant of a quarter of 
million dol-ars for activity to encourage tourism to Israel. The sum was 
otfered on condition that Ma'of present detailed relevant working plans on 
how it intends to use the money. In addition, Ma'of was offered substantial 
loans. The Ma'of corporation has not received a penny from the Ministry of 
Tourism because Mr Gadish adamantly refuses to submit the detailed programs. 
Written memoranda were sent to him, including a notification that if he did 
not come up with the work plans, the decision on grants and loans would be 
dropped completely." 


An El Al spokesman refused to comment on Gadish's claims and referred me to the 
company's temporary receiver. 


Yitzhaq Feinberg, a spokesman for the justice ministry, under whose auspices the 
temporary receiver for El Al is operating, replied that a month ago the 
temporary receiver, attorney ‘Amram Blum, appealed to Yitzhaq Gadish to prepare 
a position paper preparatory to the possibility of cooperation between Ma'of 

and El Al. The letter stated that El Al would be happy to cooperate on an 
economic basis. The spokesman said that when the requested paper is submitted, 
it will be gone over by a special staff in the justice ministry. 
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ISRAEL 


VOICE OF ISRAEL ARABIC DIRECTOR INTERVIEWED 
TA242024 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1705 GMT 24 Jun 83 


["'Weekly Column" Interview with the director of the Voice of Israel's Arabic- 
language department, Edmond Sehayek, by David Margalit; date and place not 
given--recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Margalit] A new director was elected for the Voice of Israel's 
Arabic-language department last week. Edmond Sehayek. Edmond Sehayek, what is 
the Voice of Israel's Arabic-language department exactly? 


[Sehayek] The Arabic-language department, Network "D" [738 KHZ] is a radio 
station which broadcasts continuously from 0600 in the morning until 0015 at 
night. We broadcast a newscast every hour on the half hour; we broadcast two 
newsreels daily, political commentaries and also general programs: About 30 
programs which are service, drama or essay in nature, in addition to musical 
programs. 


[Margalit] Who are you broadcasting for? Are you broadcasting to Arabic- 
speaking Jews in Israel, Arabs in Israel or Arab countries? 


[Sehayek] According to the polls carried out in Israel, and it is only in 
Israel we can have them, more than 80 percent of the Arab population listens 
to us regularly. However, our target population is the Arabs in Arab coun- 
tries, in fact. It is a known fact that we are in a state of war with the 
Arab countries. Now, the only tool with which the State of Israel can reach 
every house in the Arab countries is the Arabic-language transmissions of the 
Voice of Israel. The difference between the Hebrew-language and the Arabic- 
language departments is that we think we shoulder more responsibility. Even 
in times of peace or quiet we find ourselves in a situation which requires 
more responsibility for transmissions. This does not come at the expense of 
objective reporting.... 


[Margalit, interrupting] This is the question indeed: Is it possible to say 
that you are a free medium or a medium broadcasting on behalf of the authori- 
ties? 
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[Sehayek] We are surely a free medium. What does this mean? When things 

happen, we report them. Our newcasts are purely objective; we transmit ob- 
jective reports about events inour newscasts. As for the newsreels, we re- 
frain almost completely from any commentary. There are occasional, legiti- 

mate commentaries, such as you may find with any medium, but the reporting 

{s objective in every sense of the word. 


However, we have a political public relations department. This department is 
defined as a public relations one, and it is just that. Via the political 
talks and programs prepared by this department, we present Israel's stance 

to the Arab world; for example, our position regarding Lebanon, Egypt, other 
countries and issues. In addition, by means of the talks prepared by this 
department, we respond to the Arabs' various claims, their occasional lies 
and inaccuracies. For instance, the Syrians disseminated through their conm- 
munications media a falsehold whereby Israel is, as it were, preparing a 
distorted version of the Koran in order to defile Islam, and is distributing 
it among Muslims in the Far East, in Indonesia and other such countries. Well, 
it is our duty to answer such a falsehood and this is what we do. 


There is another difference between the Hebrew-language and Arabic-language 
departments. Let us say there are disagreements within the government or 
disagreements between the Alignment and the Likud. This we transmit as a 
report; namely, we say that a Cabinet meeting was held, that the discussion 
was stormy and that there were harsh verbal exchanges among the ministers. 
However, we do not get into the details of the argument among the ministers, 
we do not report the mutual accusations. As for the example of disagreements 
between the Likud and the Alignment, in this case too we report matters clear- 
ly. It is important to give these reports since the Arab listener who lis- 
tens to an Israeli radio station respects the fact that the disagreements 
within the government or between the Alignment and the Likud are reported, he 
respects this demonstration of democracy. 


[Margalit] Do you receive reactions from Arabs in Arab countries? 


[Sehayek] We receive reactions from all of the Arab countries. We receive 
this by way of letters and even telephone calls by Arabs when they are outside 
their countries. For instance, we have lately received a call from a Libyan 
diplomat who placed a direct call to the director I have now replaced, David 
Sagiv, and began arguing with him about political talks aired by the radio 

and which concerned Libya. The broadcast disturbed him to the degree of 
making a phone call and protesting. 


[Margalit] Have you met with radio station directors from Arab countries? 


[Sehayek] I have met with the directors of various communications media in 
Egypt, and now following the Peace for Galilee Operation, I have toured 
Lebanon and met with whomever I could: I met with the directors of the Free 
Lebanon radio station as well as the Voice of Lebanon radio station. 
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[Margalit] Do they view the Arabic-language department of the Voice of Israel 
as an integral part of the Middle East ratio stations? 


[Sehayek] To quote the director of the Voice of Lebanon radio station, we are 
viewed as perhaps the best radio station in the region. 


[Margalit] Do you feel that your broadcasting is powerful, that importance is 
attached to your transmissions? 


[Sehayek] I am sure they are regarded as important. People in Lebanon, for 
instance, listen to us all the time. Personages in Leganon from tiem to time 
asked me different questions which indicates that they treat us as a reliable 
and serious station with an audience. 


We cannot compete with 54 Arabic-language radio stations in the region from 
the point of view of volume; however, we can doubtlessly compete with them 


from the point of view of quality, since these stations definitely speak on 
behalf of the regimes which use them for both domestic and foreign needs. 


CSO: 4400/397 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


MERON DEFENSE MINISTRY DIRECTOR--Ministry of Defense Moshe Arens will present 
Gen Menahem Meron, the IDF attache in Washington, to the government at its next 
session as his nominee for the position of director of the Ministry of Defense. 
Prior to his appointment General Meron will resign from the IDF. The 

nomination will be presented after it is brought before the committee on 
nominations headed by the civil service commissioner. The minister of defense 
expressed great appreciation for the excellent dedicated work of the outgoing 
director Brig Gen (Res) Aharon Bet Halahmi and suggested that he be offered a 
senior position in the defense ministry. General Meron's position in Washington 
will be filled for the time being by his deputy Brig Gen Tzvi Schiller. The 
decision on the appointment of a new military attache in Washington will be made 
shortly. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 10 May 83 p 2] 9794 


NEW GAZA SETTLEMENT BLOC--A non-religious settlement bloc will be established in 
the southern part of the Gaza Strip bordering the Sinai coast, alongside a 
religious settlement bloc already existing in the region. Matityahu Drobles, 
chairman of the Zionist organization's settlement department, made the 
announcement during his visit to Kfar Hamakabia while a campaign was in 
progress there to encourage new settlers to come to Judea, Samaria, the Jordan 
valley and the Gaza Strip. The director of the Mnistry of Labor and Welfare's 
steering center for development and settlement towns, Zohar Gidel, reported 

to MA'ARIV yesterday that at the end of the first two days of the campaign to 
populate the Jewish settlements in Judea, Samaria, the Jordan valley and the 
Gaza Strip, about a thousand families visited the campaign staff in Kfar 
Hamakabia in Ramat Gan, and about 800 of them signed up for settlement. 

[Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 12 May 83 p 8] 9794 


EL AL ANTICIPATED LOSSES--The losses of the El Al Corporation in the present 
fiscal year will reach 60 million dollars. Nevertheless the growth in 
passenger traffic surpassed what had been forecast, and, after the prolonged 
strike, customers returned to the company at a greater rate than had been 
expected--according to the director of El Al, Rafi Harlev, in a lecture for 
senior directors in the firm. Harlev said that in the months of January-March 
the growth of passenger traffic in the company's planes was 5 percent greater 
than forecast while in April it was 10 percent ahead of the forecast. In the 
same lecture the director of El Al said that it would be necessary to wait 
about a year before the full economic-financial picture of El Al's situation 
became clear, and that the company might ask the government to cover the interest 
on past losses so that El Al might straighten out its finances more quickly. 
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As an example, Harlev brought up what the British Government did for the 
British Airways Corporation when it agreed to cover past interest. Harlev 
said that the company is now working to reduce losses caused by cessation of 
Sabbath flights and the interest which El Al pays on past losses. [Text] 
[Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 10 May p 10] 9794 


LARGEST OIL DRILLING DEAL--The energy ministry yesterday concluded the largest 
oil drilling deal in the history of the petroleum exploration branch in Israel 
with the firm "Seismic Oil Explorations." In a session at the ministry of 
energy, with the participation of the minister of energy Yitzhaq Moda'i, 
representatives of the government firm in the oil exploration branch and 
representatives of the "Seismic" corporation, a three-year drilling deal 

was concluded with an investment of $50 million. The "Seismic" corporation, 
whose principal investor is Adam Polk from Peru, submitted a detailed program 
for 9-14 in the course of three years and broad seismic tests over an area of 
hundreds of kilometers in territory stretching from the Qumran sector in the 
north to the ‘Amtzihu sector south of the Dead Sea. Minister of Energy 
Yitzhaq Moda'i said that the firm is obligated to carry out a deep drilling in 
the area of Sodom, at a depth of 7,000 meters with an investment estimated at 
$18 million. In the first year a drilling will be carried out with a permit 
for Mt. Sodom, south of Masada, and preparations will be made for three 
drillings in the second year with "Seismic's" various permits--Gilgal and the 
Qumran enclave, Bugei'a, Masada, Mt. Sodom and ‘Amtziyahu. According to the 
energy minister, the final go ahead for the programs is expected within a month. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 12 May 83 p 10] 9794 


OIL DISCOVERY AT TZUK TAMRUR 2--Recovery tests conducted yesterday in a deposit 
at 1950 meters depth in the Tzuk Tamrur 2 drilling adjacent to the 'Arad-Sodom 
highway prove that it can produce a daily quantity estimated at 250 barrels of 
oil mixed with water. In the opinion of Oil Exploration experts, prospects are 
very good that the quantity of oil among the total fluids extracted will 
increase. Even today the quantity of oil brought to the surface per day could 
be translated to approximately 40 barrels, a commercial quantity exceeding 

that produced at Tzuk Tamrur 1. The low salt content of the water extracted 
with the oil indictates that it is not part of the deposit, and recovery 

tests are still bringing up water that was sucked into the drilling along 

with drilling mud. If the proportion of oil in the total extracted increases, 
Oil Exploration experts will consider stopping additional tests and beginning 
regular production. The deposit in which the oil was discovered is the 

second in the test sequence. This deposit was not tested in the drilling at 
Tzuk Tamrur 1. The director of Oil Explorations, Joe Zirlstein, expressed 
cautious optimism yesterday and termed the discoveries "interesting.'"' He noted 
that there are still 5 more deposits in which the firm Oil Explorations is 
interested in conducting recovery tests. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 

13 May 83 p 12] 9794 
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BALANCE OF TRADE DEFICIT--A 38 percent increase was registered in Israel's 
balance of trade deficit in the first 5 months of 1983. Data processed by 

the Bank of Israel and the Central Bureau of Statistics shows a 9 percent de- 
crease in exports and a 6 percent increase in imports. A noticeable decrease 
of 13 percent was registered in industrial exports and a remarkable increase 
in imports of consumer goods. [Text] [TA260713 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 0700 GMT 26 Jun 83] 


FIELD FORCES COMMAND--[Report by Alex Fishman]--According to the timetable 
determined by the General Staff, the IDF field forces command is to be estab- 
lished this August. The field forces command will be headed by Major General 
Moshe Bar-Kochba (Brill), who is currently heading the armored forces command. 
When the field forces command is established, the armored forces command will 
apparently become the chief armored corps officer's command headquarters and 
will be incorporated into the field forces command framework. In the past 
heads of the security establishment and the IDF reported that the field for- 
ces command would not become an arm, on the lines of the air and sea arms of 
the IDF, but would serve as a theoretical, organizational command post col- 
lecting together under one roof the various field corps" commands: engineer- 
ing, armored forces, infantry, artillery. When the field forces’ command is 
established, some of the tasks of the various General Staff departments will 
be transferred to it. [Text] [TA210925 Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 

21 Jun 83 p 1] 


COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES--Israeli commercial companies are active in Ethiopia. 
This was reported by a correspondent of the French agency in Zambia. The 
correspondent goes on to report that extensive commercial activity by Israeli 
companies is also taking place in the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Tanzania, Malawi and Zambia. According to the report, the Histadrut, 

through a subsidiary in Amsterdam, is behind this commercial activity. One 
of the company's directors told the correspondent that the Israeli company 
has been active in Zambia since 1961. The Israeli asked the correspondent 
not to reveal the name of the company and its exact address. The French 
correspondent also reports that export-import companies are active in Africa 
in the areas of irrigation equipment, pesticides, and construction materials. 
These products are sold in countries hostile to Israel, such as Mozambique, 
Sudan, and Guinea as well. Israeli agriculture experts believe that Zambia 
could be turned into AFrica's vegetable garden. "All you have to do is or- 
ganize irrigation methods and put in pumps," said one of the ten Israeli ex- 
perts in Zambia. [Text] [TA241204 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 24 Jun 83] 


LEBANON TV COVERAGE RESTRICTIONS--Television crews reporting from Lebanon 

have a problem in obtaining material. The IDF is imposing upon them restric- 
tions in movement, approach to territory, and interviews and are making work 
difficult for the television correspondents. In the past, military correspondent 











Dan Scemama has complained about this to IDF personnel to whom he was sub- 
ordinate and on several occasions the television director appealed directly 
to senior army commanders for reports from Lebanon to be permitted. Last 
week news department director, Ya'ir Stern, accompanied news crews in Lebanon 
for a few days, watched their work and the relations between them and the IDF 
spokesman's personnel first hand. [Text] [TA261252 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 
26 Jun 83 p 3] 


CONSTRUCTION IN TABAH--[Report by Eytan Rabin]--The Aviya Sonesta hotel in 

the Tabah area is building a sports center and a seafood restaurant near the 
hotel. The construction began about 3 months ago and is expected to be com- 
pleted within a few months. The deputy director of the Sonesta hotel, Hayim 
Shgedi, told a HA'’ARETZ correspondent that the marine sports center and the 
restaurant are part of the hotel plans and that all those plans were authorized 
by government committees. [Text] [TA240811 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 

24 Jun 83 p 2) 
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JORDAN 


CAUSES OF AGRICULTURAL DECLINE DISCUSSED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 7 May 83 p 8 


[Interview with Dr Sulayman ‘Arabiyat, chief of agricultural engineers, 
date and place not mentioned: “Why Is Agricultural Sector Lagging, 
Dwindling? Agriculture Ministry Must Be Reorganized in Light of Variables. 
Government Support in Field of Nutrition Is Consumption Support” ] 


[Text] The agricultural sector represents basic production in Jordanian 
society. However, it is gradually lagging behind and turning into a 
secondary center. I have already presented interviews with the minister 

of agriculture and the general director of the agricultural loan 
institution. Today, I offer an interview which is an attempt to cast light 
on the problem from the point of view of the agricultural engineers. This 
meeting was held with Dr Sulayman ‘Arabiyat, chief of the agricultural 
engineers. 


The Reasons for the Lag in the Agricultural Sector 


[Question] The role of the agricultural sector has sunk to a very 
secondary level. What is your opinion on the causes of this lagging? 


[Answer] In my view, the agricultural sector has not become a secondary 
sector. Its relative importance in terms of participating in total local 
output has fallen in comparison to the other economic sectors, and of 
course, the value of agricultural output has increased with prices, from 
37.3 million dinars in 1976 to 69.6 million dinars in 1981. 


[f we consider agricultural output with reference to national output we 
find that it was 12 percent between 1972 and 1975, and that it fell to 

6.5 percent by 1981. Of course, the expectation of the 1981-85 5-year plan 
was that it would be 7.2 percent in 1985. 


As for the causes of this decline, in my opinion they are: 


1) The agricultural sector did not keep pace in its development with the 
other economic sectors with respect to growth in output. The desired 
growth was not achieved in grains, field crops, and animal wealth, with 
the exception of poultry and vegetables. The cause of this is weather 











conditions, as well as the inability of the farms to introduce the necessary 
technology in the unirrigated areas, especially in the area of grain crops. 


2) The absence of any orientation of agriculture research toward the 
backward agricultural activities. Instead, research was done on advanced 
agricultural activities, such as agriculture in irrigated areas. 


3) The resources used or the investments made in the agricultural sector 
were not of the desired size as a result of the great riskiness of 
investing in the agricultural sector. In my opinion, it will not be 
possible for agricultural output to develop unless we try to transfer this 
output to an advanced stage of technology. 


[ do not want to go on at great length concerning this and to deal with 
the technical and organizational matters which stand in the way of the 
agricultural] sector, which is to say the administration of the sector 
itself, because the story is long indeed and many-sided. 


Evaluation of the Ministry's Budget 


[Question] How do you evaluate the role of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and what it does with its huge budget and its administrative and technical 
apparatus? 


[Answer] I don't want to defend the Ministry of Agriculture, for I believe 
that it is the Ministry's job to defend itself. However, I want to take 
this opportunity to set down some observations. The Ministry of Agriculture 
is one thing and the agricultural sector is another. True, the ministry 

is responsible for most agricultural services and makes use of a large 

staff of agricultural engineers. Our relationship with this ministry is 

one of the active role acted out by the agricultural engineers. In our 
view, any improvement in the Ministry of Agriculture will be reflected in 
that staff, which is composed of agricultural engineers, technicians and 
admini trative personnel. 


Since the 1973-75 plan, there has been a call made for a review of the 
structural organization of the staff of the ministry of agriculture. This 
ministry has suffered from quick change in its administrative organization, 
so that it has reached its present state. I believe that it is still 
necessary to review the organization of the Ministry of Agriculture as well 
as 1973's agriculture law, as a result of the new variables in the 
agricultural sector. 


Right now, I would like to return to some figures connected with the 
agricultural sector and the agriculture ministry. If we go back to the 
1983 budget, we notice the following in connection with the agricultural 
sector: 


As concerns the distribution of current development expenditures among the 
ministries, it should be noted that the share of the Ministry of Agriculture 
does not exceed 1.9 percent of the total, at a time when the services 
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sectors take a far higher share than that. As for the amount dedicated 
to the execution of Ministry of Agriculture projects, in comparison with 
what was planned for in 1983 by the 5-year plan, actual budget allocations 


were 2.6 million dinars, while planned allocations were 7 million dinars, 
meaning that the budget short-fall was 4.4 million dinars. If we go back 
to the 1982 budget, we find that estimated expenditrues for agricultural 


projects were 2.5 million dinars, while the plan's expectation was about 
8 million, meaning that there was a shortfall in financing of about 5.5 
million dinars. 


What I want to point out is that, although the agriculture ministry is 

one of the instruments for executing agricultural development, the money 
spent on it has no relation to expenditures on developing the agricultural 
sector itself. 


fheretore, when we talk about falling investment in the agricultural 

sector, which, according to the plan, was 5.2 percent in 1976-78 and 6.5 
percent in the 1981-85 plan, it is said that investments in the agricultural 
Sector are sinking. I only wanted to make clear by this that I distinguish 
between investment in the agricultural sector and expenditures on the 
agriculture ministry. 


The Jordan Valley Authority 


[Question] Are you satisfied with what the Jordan Valley Authority has 
done in al-Aghwar region from an agricultural point of view? 


[Answer] I believe that the Jordan Valley Authority is the agency 
responsible for integrated development in the region of the Jordan valley, 
which is to say development which includes all social and economic aspects, 
including agriculture in the Jordan valley. 


To start with, I want to make clear that a distinction has been made within 
the agricultural sector itself in favor of the irrigated areas, while the 
rain-fed lands have remained, if not neglected, at least without the same 
care. More than 70 percent of plan investments between 1976 and 1978 were 
made in the irrigated areas, specifically the Jordan valley, while the 
current plan has taken a different tack and given a certain emphasis to 

the rain-fed areas. 


As for my satisfaction from an agricultural point of view, in reality, 
agricultural development in al-Aghwar, though its primary tasks are the 
responsibility of the Jordan Valley Authority, is mortgaged to all the 
institutions involved in the region of the valley, whether development 
succeeds or fails. We must not deny that the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Jordan Valley Authority, the agricultural loan institution, the cooperative 
association and the marketing institution all have a role to play in the 
development of agricluture in the valley. 


Agricultural development in the valley is advanced. There are pockets of 
technology and advanced agriculture, such as plastic agriculture and modern 
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irrigation devices, in addition to the intensified use of technology, so 
that, thanks to our Jordanian farmers, we believe we have arrived at a 
competitive position in the Mediterranean region. 


The marketing problem is a crisis the responsibility for which is borne 
by numerous parties. The parties responsible for development are also 
responsible for this problem. I believe that the Authority has begun to 
surrender the basic relevant infrastructure, such as the tomato factories, 
the packing and grading centers, etc. 


Therefore, the merit of what the Authority has done in the Jordan Valley 
cannot be judged until these institutions have been completely turned over 
to the concerned agencies. Moreover, it is impossible to evaluate the 
Situation of agriculture without engaging in a comprehensive evaluation of 
the social development which has happened in the region. Every institution 
has its errors and its achievements. The important thing is to acknowledge 
the errors and review these institutions in case they do not do what they 
are supposed to. 


I do not believe that this will happen with respect to the Jordan Valley 
Authority in the future. 


Coordination Between the Institutions 


[Question] Is coordination achieved between the various agricultural 
institutions like the ministry, the Jordan Valley Authority, the agricultural 
loan institution, the cooperative organization and the marketing institution? 


[Answer] Agricultuce has suffered from a great deal of interference beyond 
its capacity to bear, so that voices have been raised demanding unification 
of the agencies concerned with agriculture or coordination among them. In 
the past, the reasons why coordination failed basically went back to the 
multiplicity of responsible agencies and the confusion of responsibilities. 
In the end, the Agricultural Council was founded in 1979 to set agricultural 
policy in the areas of production, marketing, resource exploitation, and 
development planning, in addition to coordinating the departments, 
institutions and organizations possessing a relationship with the 
agricultural sector, with the goal of unifying efforts and eliminating 
redundancy. 


This council's membership contains all institutions connected to the 
agricultural sector. It is my conviction that there is still a flaw in 
this council, namely, that none of the decisions emanating from it are 
binding, which is to say that any institution can reject its decisions, 
and that none are bound by them, although the fact that it is headed by 
the prime minister means that the concerned agencies often implement its 
directives. 


I want to point out that without reviewing the legislation which governs 
the agricultural institutions, the council cannot possibly carry out its 
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mplete task in the area of coordination. Therefore, the call has 
ynstantly been made via development conferences for a review of laws 


and legislation concerning agriculture, so that redundancy and inconsistent 
goals can be eliminated. There are many examples of these two situations. 
Therefore, what is wanted is a study of legislation and the revision of 

the agriculture system set up in 1973, in addition to an evaluation of 


institutions and of their role and effectiveness. 
overnment Consumption Support 


‘Question] Government support in the area of food is support for 
consumption. How in your opinion can it be changed into support for 
production? 


(Answer| Talk about government support ia the area of food demands that we 
be reminded of the government's role in the area of agricultural production 
such as a series of measures to supervise marketing operations in the main 
markets, setting up of a monthly plan for importation and exportation, 
Setting retail prices and buying some crops from the producers. 


fhis is what is being done in the area of food production. As for the 

i1rea of other tood commodities, there is a certain point of view in this 
regard. It is my conviction that consumption support for those commodities 
»>f importance for our food security which are not locally produced, are used 
by a broad section of the citizenry and are not luxury goods limited to a 
certain class with a high income level is acceptable, since this support 
will be payed for by our national economy. Returning to the government's 
policy in the area of food production, such as wheat production, in my 
opinion, with the exception of the last three years, the wheat producers 
have suffered from the government's policy of subsidizing bread. It is 
claimed that this support is aimed at the consumer. However, this policy 
has changed in the last three years, since the government began to buy 
whatever quantities of wheat and green vegetables the farmers want to 

sell, and at internationally competitive prices. 


However, the flaw in the present policy centers around the importation of 
red meat, no matter how negative the consequences of subsidizing the 
importation of this meat during some seasons may be. I believe it would 
be good for the development of the animal resources sector for the 
importation of red meat to be reduced, like what happened to poultry meat. 
When a minimum level of food security in this area has been reached, it 
will be possible to meet the short-fall, after making sure that our 
production has reached its outer limits. 


One other topic remains. It is the transformation of consumption support 
to support for production. In reality, the story is quite long. We must 
jistinguish between those commodities that can be locally produced and 
those that cannot be produced locally at all. The question remains: if 
the government undertakes to support the production of a certain commodity 
and does not support its importation, will it have aided the national 
economy? 








answered without entering into a long series of 


fhe question cannot be 
We differ, 


analyses and precise calculations concerning such a measure. 
for example, as to whether the government should subsidize the incomes of 
wheat producers or buy the wheat at subsidized prices from the producers, 
as is done with respect to the remainder of what we produce in Jordan. 


I want to 
incomes in a world of inflation and rising prices, need food support, and 


that the issue is not so much an economic issue as it is an issue of justice 
and of the well-being of people whose circumstances are such that they do 
not have what they need to meet their needs for basic nutritional substances. 


2 emphasize that the citizens, especially those who have limited 
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KUWAIT 


PRIME MINISTER COMMENTS ON VARIOUS CURRENT ISSUES 
Beirut LA REVUE DU LIBAN in French No 1227, 28 May-4 Jun 83 p 28-29 


| Interview with Prime Minister Sad al-'Abdallah al-Salim al Sabah by Melhem 
Karam; date and place not given] 


\Text] The Lebanese-Israeli agreement on withdrawal, Israeli threats to 
Syria and the risk of a clash between the superpowers which might result 
therefrom, the war in the Gulf and the initiative of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) headed by his emirate, the Al-Manakh market crisis and its 
effects on the various sectors of the economy in Kuwait, and finally, the 
contribution of this principality to the reconstruction of the Lebanese areas 
devastated by the war--these were the main subjects discussed by Shayk Sad 
al-'Abdallah al-Salim al Sabah, prince and heir to the throne and head of the 
Kuwaiti cabinet, in the course of the interview he was kind enough to grant 
to Melhem Karam. 


The Lebanese-Israeli Agreement 


Our first question, naturally, pertained to the Lebanese problem. We also 
asked His Highness his view about the proposed Lebanese-Israeli agreement on 
withdrawal. 


"We appreciate the difficult mission carried out by the Lebanese negotiator 
in reaching an agreement to safeguard the totality of Lebanese independence 
and sovereignty and its Arab links," he responded. 


'We hope that the agreement will lead to the evacuation of all the Israeli 
forces and that Lebanon will clear away all of the obstacles preventing it 
from regaining its absolute sovereignty over the whole of its territory. We 
would also formulate the wish that the Lebanese people may enjoy security and 
stability, so that they can again play their positive and effective role on 
the Arab scene." 


Reunification of Arab Ranks 
[Question] Israel is threatening war once again, while dissension persists 


on the Arab scene. What does Your Highness think of an action designed to 
dissipate such dissension and to reunify the Arab ranks? 











‘Answer! The division characterizing Arab relations is the main cause which 
has encouraged and still encourages Israel to continue its aggression. The 
Arab world is passing through a dangerous stage and is faced with challenges 
which threaten its unity and cohesion. 


This requires that we mobilize all of our energies and potential with a view 
to achieving our goals and implementing our aspirations, placing the higher 
Arab interest above any other consideration. 


On that basis, Kuwait views with favor any action capable of reunifying Arab 
ranks, such as to permit our peoples, placing a seal on their unity and soli- 
darity, to deal from an advantageous position with the Israeli expansionist 
plans. 


War in the Gulf 


[Question] Kuwait and the member nations of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
have invested intensive effort with a view to putting an end to the war 
between Iraq and Iran. Recently, your emirate addressed itself to the perma- 
nent member nations of the Security Council with the same end in view. Did 
they react positively to the Kuwaiti initiative, and do you believe they will 
act in order to halt this destructive war? 


[Answer] The war between Iraq and Iran which has continued for 3 years con- 
stitutes a considerable source of danger neither the scope nor the serious- 
ness of which can be predicted, because of the loss of human and economic 
potential it entails for these two Islamic neighbors. At the very least this 
is true where the breach it creates, through which the great powers gain 
access to this vital region of the globe, is concerned. 


The Gulf Cooperation Council countries have supported all of the efforts 
made on an international scale to bring this war to an end. Also, Kuwait 
recently sent emissaries to the permanent member nations of the Security 
Council to explain the censequences and the dangers of this war to them. We 
noted a favorable reaction on the part of all these countries, which have 
become aware of the danger if this war continues and which have indicated a 
desire to take action to bring it to a conclusion. This may contribute to 
international action to this end. 


Security and Defense Within the GCC 
[Question] Without a doubt, the GCC has accomplished great things in 


various, particularly economic and political, sectors. What has it decided 
about coordination and cooperation on the level of security and defense? 


[Answer] The member nations of the GCC have since its founding pursued a 
line leading to the deepening of their fraternal links. They have worked 
toward this end not only in the political and economic sectors, but also in 
the realm of security and defense, with a view to consolidating their inde- 
pendence and their unity. 











We have resolved, moreover, to rely on ourselves to protect our security and 
to safeguard our stability, sparing no effort to achieve these goals. 


The Al-Manakh Crisis and the Economy of Kuwait 


[Question] Has the Al-Manakh market crisis had repercussions on the economy 
ot Kuwait? Can it affect the aid the principality is giving Arab and friend- 
ly countries? 


[Answer] The Al-Manakh market crisis was no more, in fact, than one distur- 
bance in the situation of those dealing with that institution. It resulted 
in the inability of some of them to keep their commitments, which had the 
consequence of causing a certain confusion on the financial level. 


In cooperation with the National Assembly, the government undertook a study 
of this matter and drafted a working plan capable of settling it within the 
framework of the law and safeguarding the reputation of the Kuwaiti financial 
institutions. 


As to the aid Kuwait provides to brotherly and friendly countries, certain 
factors, in addition to the government's commitment to resolving the Al-Manakh 
market crisis, led the officials of our emirate to reconsider the expenditure 
policy, not only on the foreign but also the domestic level--to wit, the oil 
market situation and the drop in the price of "black gold.'' This led us to 
reduce certain expenditures and postpone the execution of some projects. We 
hope that these factors will not affect our aid to foreign countries. 


Threat of War in the Near East 


|Question] Will Israeli threats to Syria intensify to the point of causing a 
clash between the two superpowers? And what does Your Highness think about 
the peace initiatives proposed for the Near East? 


[Answer] The intransigence of Israel and its rejection of equitable peace 
initiatives, like its continued occupation of Arab territories and its per- 
petual provocation of Syria, are aggravating the situation in the region, 
while paving the way for intervention by the great powers there. 


One cannot exclude the possibility of a clash between these superpowers, 
which is the reason for the increasing threat of war hanging over the Near 
East, the consequences of which no one but God can foresee. 


Whece the second part of your question is concerned, I must remind you that 
all of the actions of Kuwait have favored Arab unanimity, which was evidenced 
in the course of the last summit in Fes. 


We support everything which will guarantee the plundered Arab rights, as well 
as the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and to the 
creation of an autonomous Palestinian state under the control of the PLO. 








Lebanon and Kuwait 


[Question] Of what does the Kuwaiti contribution to the reconstruction of 
lebanon consist? 


[Answer] We are impatiently awaiting the day when this brotherly country can 
rise again, reactivating its institutions and rebuilding its regions deva- 
stated by the war, so that it can carry out its civilizing role. 


In Kuwait, because of the fraternal relations of solidarity which link us 
with the Lebanese people and the factors in the present situation, we will 
spare no effort, within the limits of what we can do, to contribute to the 
stability and the upsurge of Lebanon. 


5157 
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FRANCE INCREASES AID TO GOVERNMENT 





LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 23, 6 Jun 83 p 5 


[Article by Randa Takieddine] 


[Text ] 


france has quadrupled from FF 250 million ($33 million) 
to FF | billion ($130 million) the line of credit it is making 
available to Lebanon for 1983. The four-fold increase 
in credit was announced during a three-day visit to the 
French capital by Lebanese Premier Shafiq al-Wazzan. 
French Pnme Minister Pierre Mauroy, who conferred 
with Mr Wazzan, told this newsletter after their meeting 
that he had listened with “great attention and compreh- 
ension” to the Lebanese Premier's request for more 
French economic aid to his country. 

Mr Wazzan later had talks with President Francois 
Mitterrand, who had just retumed from the Williamsburg 
economic summit meeting, and French officials went out 
of their way to show the Lebanese that France is eager 
to do its utmost to help Lebanon rebuild itself and restore 
political stability. The French made a point of treating 
Mr Wazzan as if he were a head of state. 

Mr Wazzan also met French Foreign Minister Claude 
Cheysson and, overall, the visit was judged to be very 
successful by the Lebanese delegation accompanying the 
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Premier. According to Sami Maroun, who heads Leban- 
on’s National Council for Extemal Economic Relations, 
the French also responded in a positive way to other 
Lebanese requests. Mr Maroun told this newsletter the 
French authonties are moving towards allowing Middle 
East Airlines, Lebanon’s national flag carrier, to take on 
board passengers in France during stopovers there on 
flights from Beirut to New York. The Lebanese freight 
airlines Trans-Mediterranean Airways is also expected to 
receive permission for two flights a week to France, Mr 
Maroun said. 

Conditions attached to the French credit line were 
not disclosed and French sources approached by this 
newsletter were vague about details. And while the Leb- 
anese delegation left Paris well satisfied with the political 
and economic backing promised by France at a critical 
moment for Lebanon, some French sources urged a meas- 
ure of caution. They pointed to France's own economic 
difficulties and said it would be wise to wait and see 
whether France was able to keep its promises before 
making a final assessment of Mr Wazzan’s visit. 











RECONSTRUCTION COUNCIL AWARDS CONTRACT 


LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 23, 6 Jun 83 pp 5-6 


[Text } 


lebanon’s Council for Development and Reconstruction 
(CDR) last week awarded its first big rebuilding contract 
to a Franco-Lebanese consortium. The group, made up 
by the French firm Dragage et Travaux Publics and Leb- 
anon’s Socicté Nationale d’Entrepnses ,..seoh Khoury) 
is to build the love Littorale system of roads, tunnels 
and parking places that will skirt the war-ravaged comm- 
ercial quarter in downtown Beirut and provide access to 
this area when it is rebuilt. As this newsletter reported in 
its issue of May 16, the consortium was the low bidder 
for the contract and had been tipped as the likely winner. 

A bnef announcement from the CDR on the award 
of the contract stated that France’s COFACE export 


credit guarantee department had been authorised by the 
French government to guarantee 85 per cent of the fin- 
ancing for French goods and services for the contract. The 
amount of the contract was not disclosed, but construct- 
ion work was earlier estimated to cover $80 million with 
an additional $30 to $35 million required to purchase 
the land needed for the new road system. 
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Altogether, about 150 intemational contractors sub- 
mitted pre-qualification bids and 22 of these were accept- 
ed by the CDR. The winning consortium headed a short- 
list of five groups, the other four being Campenon-Bemard 
of France in association with the Al-Mabani Group, Hanbo 
of Korea, McAlpine of Britain in association with Zakhem 
and Britain's Fairclough Intemational. 

Meanwhile, in a related development, South Korea 
last week agreed to provide about 150 telecommunicat- 
ions technicians to help restore the telephone system in 
and around the Lebanese capital. Under the terms of the 
agrcement, the technicians will work here for about six 
months and Lebanon will cover the cost of equipment and 
materials which they use. Restoring Beirut’s telephone 
system, now a byword for its unreliability, stands high 
on the list of reconstruction pnonities. 

Lebanon had asked South Korea last year to provide 
soldiers for the multi-national peace-keeping force but 
this request was refused. At the same time, Korea pledged 
it would help Lebanon in other ways. 








IRAN 


REAGAN'S REMARKS ON BAHA'TS CALLED 'PROPAGANDA GIMMICK" 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 31 May 83 pp l, 4 


[Text] TEHRAN, (IRNA)— While the 
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propaganda machine of the Se- 
viet Union continues to lash 
out at Iran because of its hav- 
ing arrested Moscow's veteran 
spies (Tudeh Party members) 
the U.S. Administration in a 
massive propaganda tirade calls 
for halt in prosecution of Zio- 
nist spies in Iran. 

The U.S. President, Ro- 
nald Reagan supported by the 
Zionists in U.S. on their be- 
haif, and in a bid to win the 
next presidential ‘elections, has 
resorted to a new propaganda 
gimmick. In an unprecedented 
manner, he condemned the ar- 
rest and punishment of Bahaie 
spies in Iran. Immediately the 
United Press __ International 
which has been recently purch- 
ased by a Zionist Bahaie, rela- 
yed the news across the world. 
Precise synchronism and coor- 
dination of the U.S. propagan- 
da with the unprecedented pro- | 
paganda efforts of the: Soviets 
in a bid to whitewash Krem- 
lin’s spies in Iran, is not just 
accidental. 

In this connection, the 
Voice of America (VOA) in a 
broadcast last Wednesday night 
voicing the official concerns of 


4600/684 


Washington, tried to make it so 
understood that Bahaies in Iran 
were persecuted because of 
their belief. The broadcast did 
not even refer to the fact 
that the nucleus of the Zionist 
Bahaies is in occupied Pales- 
tine and there is no doubt 
about animosity of Zionism 
with Islam. 

The said broadcast did not 
imake the: slightest reference 
that in Islamic Iran all foreign 
spies and traitorous agents are 
subject to arrest regardless of 
their profession to any faith 
or creed. 

The fact is that Islamic 
Revolution of Iran motivated 
by its spiritual concerns, ever 
since its victory, has countered 
relentlessly and with stern mea- 
sures plots of spies of East and 
West in any form and under 
any disguise. 

Furthermore, it is clear 
that Western media controlled 
by Zionist and also any other 
media dominated by West, 
would not let people of the 
world know that these very 
people whom they were refer- 
ring to as “innocent”, “fr- 
eedom loving” and “humanr 
jan’’", were in fact spies 
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whose activities were dictated 
by their Zionist masters. And 
that activities of these spies 
paved the way for crimes agai- 
nst humanity and freedom. 
While no doubt, what Super- 
powers cared for is what they 
gain from these spies and the 
big powers were not concerned 
in the east with the personal 
well-being of these people. 

International Zionism has 
been providing all political, 
material, propaganda and gui- 
delines for the anti-Islamic and 
pro-Zionist Bahaie sect, the 
idea behind whose formation 


occupied Palestine has now 


cided the Western media, dom:- 
nated by Zionists, should play 
a greater role in anti-Islamic 
propaganda, and in an attempt 
to exonerate the arrested spics. 
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POPE SAID TO BE ACTING AS U.S. ENVOY IN POLAND 
GF191716 Tehran IRNA in English 1612 GMT 19 Jun 83 


[Text] Tehran, 19 June, IRNA--The daily Persian JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI carried an 
editorial Sunday entitled Papal Support for the Criminal U.S.: 


We (Muslims) and the Christian world are living in an era in which the pope, 
instead of condemning the U.S. and its crimes against humanity, supports it 
and recommends that other tyrants cooperate with the U.S. 


The above statement was made by Imam Khomeyni, the leader of the revolution and 
founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the occasion of the martyrdom of six 
members of the Iraqi ulema, relatives of the late Ayatollah al-'Uzma Sayyid 
Mohsin al-Hakim on Saturday. The statement is an echo of the call of the prophet 
of Islam (SAW) [peace, God's mercy and blessing be upon him] who said: I was 
commissioned to perfect morals. 


Amid that corrupt society of Arabia, Mohammad (SAW) rose to wipe out corruption 
and show that its proliferation was due to the godless rulers. 


Imam Khomeyni was referring to the recommendations of the pope on Friday to the 
Polish Prime Minister Jaruzelski that he should friendly towards the U.S. 


This papal statement to a head of a communist state is not compatable with the 
advise or admonishment a religous figure should give. 


The duty of the pope was to convey the message of Jesus Christ (As) [peace be 
upon him], to the Polish general. 


Instead of acting as a messenger for faith, and God, the pope is acting as a 
political envoy for the U.S. and instead of inviting Jaruzelski to church and 
church teachings, the pope is inviting him to the White House. 


The religious people of Poland regard the pope as a fellow country man as well 
as the most powerful Christian authority in that field, and expect him to try 
to articulate their desire for religious freedom. Instead the pope endeavours 
for the resumption of the activities of the banned Solidarity, which the U.S. 
is eager to see functioning again and in confrontation with the authorities. 
Lech Walesa, the banned union's leader has said earlier that the Solidarity 
movement was not merely religious. 
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Interestingly, the pope is working to have this organisation resume its activi- 
ties which has little to do with religious undertakings. Undoubtedly an agree- 
nent by the Polish Government on Solidarity would be considered a papal-U.S. 


© revolutionary movement of the Polish people which started 2 years ago, 

had a religious characteristic and basis, but Walesa, using that side 
of the movement, tried to take advantage of it, by claiming for a while that he 
too was religious. But late when he said that his union had little to do with 
religion, many people turned their backs on it. Successive administrations 
took action to quash the peoples revolt, provoking Western condemnations and 


sanctions. 


mie I Vey 
imltiaily 


he people of Poland expected to find and strengthen religious Solidarity and to 
bring calm to a people fed up with communism. However Poles did not want to 
rccomplish this task by siding with another imperialist power. 


Unfortunately, the pope acted in that direction. What Imam Khomeyni has pro- 
pounded is the leadership crisis in the world, which is plaguing both the 
islamic and the Christian world. 


Humanity will never bi ived unless dedicated leaders be chosen who truly 
represent their nations, something which is rare in the world today. 


he Islamic revolution of Iran gave the Iranian people the opportunity to select 
their own rulers as they wished, something no doubt necessary for the success 
yt any revolution. 


in that case, men like the pope would be realising their religious missions and 
ld not take the trouble of becoming the envoy of the arrogant powers. 


wou 
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[RAN 


PAPER ACCUSES CHRISTLAN LEADERS OF ‘COOPERATION WITH PEOPLES" FOES' 
lehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 22 May 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate, according to reports 
from Geneva, the parliament of the World Council of Churches, in a public state- 
ment, is calling for immediate talks between all parties to the conflicts in the 
Middle East for the purpose of resolving crisis in the region. The major points 
in the statement are as follows: 


1. A call for immediate talks between all parties to conflict in the Middle 
Fast, including the United States and the Soviet Union. 


2. An expression of concern over the intensification of the arms race in the 
Middle East. 


3. A condemnation of Israel's an: xation of occupied Arab lands as a violation 
of public opinion and the rights of the Palestinians. 


4. An expression of concern that the war between Iraq and Iran has endangered 
the peace of the entire region. 


A point to be noted in this statement from the parliament of the World Council 
of Churches is that while it was issued during the severest of crises for the 
Arab Middle East, while oppressed Lebanon is being occupied by the Zionists, it 
facilely passes over this issue. For this reason, the issuance of such a state- 
ment from the leaders of the world's churches, and at this sensitive juncture, 
cannot fail to raise questions. The question is, why are the leaders of the 
churches silent concerning all the oppression that is upon the people of 
Lebanon? Was this statement not issued in order to divert the attention of the 
people's minds to other regional matters, instead of the great tragedy that is 
now being perpetrated in Lebanon by the Zionists and the Americans, in order to 
permit the occupiers to carry out their evil plans better and more easily? 


[f we are completely optimistic, and we take a totally optimistic view of the 
church leaders’ statement, the churches still have questions to answer. In its 
statement, the parliament of the World Council of Churches has called for immed- 
iate talks between all parties to conflict in the Middle East, including the 
United States and the Soviet Union. This in itself is an admission by the 
church leaders that the principal adversaries in the conflict in the Middle 
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ist and the perpetrators of crisis in this region are America and the Soviet 
nion. At the same time, it is surprising that the church leaders delude them- 
| ind make the tone of their statement such that it appears that they do not 
Know that the United States and the Soviet Union have jointly created the crisis 
in the Middle East, intensified it, and benefitted from it. It would seem that 
hurch leaders do not know that the Zionist, Ba'thist regime of Iraq is able 
ntinue its shameful existence through the use of military, economic, politi- 
, and propaganda assistance supplied jointly by the United States and the 
roviet Union, and that it is with reliance on this very assistance that it 
commits new crimes every day in the border cities of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


~ 
— 
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eresting that in their statement the church leaders express concern 
over the intensification of the arms race in the Middle East, but they are not 
prepared to make the slightest reference to the Satanic roles of East and West 
in the Middle East and throughout the world and to condemn them for this arms 
race and the manifest violations they have committed and are committing against 
the rights of nations. Even more interesting is the fact that the leaders of 

the world's churches condemn Israel's annexation of occupied lands, but not only 
do they tail to make the least reference to the original formation of the Zionist 
regime and how this occupationist regime came into existence, but by using the 
term "Israel" and speaking of occupied lands and disapproving of their annexation 
they implicitly sanction the existence of this usurper, occupationist regime. 

ven stranger than these two things is the fact that the church leaders express 
concern over the continuation of the Iran-Iraq war and say that this war has 
endanzered the peace of the entire area, but they are not prepared to say how 
this war started and for what purpose, or to make the slightest remark concerning 
the judgment and sentence according to God's law, even in accordance with the 
teachings of the Christian church, upon the initiators of this war and the per- 
petrators of all these crimes, now that all this killing, destruction, and crime 
has been committed by the Aflagists in power in Baghdad. 


(his is why the searching minds of free people are all asking: In an age when 
Satanic forces are busy plundering nations, killing people, occupying their lands, 
ind transforming their cultures, what is the church's mission? 


is it the mission of the church that its leaders should confront important issues 
that have a direct bearing on the fate of oppressed nations by issuing justifying, 
listracting, and stupefying statements, as do the international organizations 

hat advocate human rights’ 


it the church's mission that its leaders should spare no effort to free the 
\merican spies who have been snared in Tehran, but be indifferent to the great 
tragedies such as those that are now occurring in Lebanon, Afghanistan, and many 
other places in the world? 


it the mission of the church to justify the policies of the Great Satan but 
to ignore all of the crimes this same Satan and its servile lackey Saddam have 
committed against the people of Iran? 


(s the mission of the church that which has been seen on the part of the comba- 
tive Christian clergy in Nicaragua, or that which the Pope is pursuing in his 
trip to Latin America, Western Europe, and Japan? 
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he truth is that the free Christians of the world do not in any way sanctior 
itions such as this taken by church leaders. The church leaders must remember 
that in his time Jesus Christ was the greatest protector of the deprived and the 
ippressed, and the greatest foe of the arrogant, and only those who act as he did 
in claim to be following his path. At this time many churches and Christian 
clerics have resolved to carry out the church's true mission by adopting revolu- 
tionary methods, and to make for the shortcomings of the past. If the leaders 
of the churches of the world do not align themselves as quickly as possible with 
this group of revolutionary Christian clerics, free Christians will ostracize 
them. The best thing, then, is that the church leaders join with the nations 
of the world today, for tomorrow will be too late. Tomorrow belongs to those 
nations and leaders who were always beside the nations. In tomorrow's society, 
there will be no place for those church leaders and clerics who have abandoned 
nations today and are cooperating and collaborating with the enemies of nations. 


an / 
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TRIAL FOR ARRESTED TUDEH MEMBERS 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 30 May 83 p l 
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BANDAR ABBAS, May 29 
(IRNA) — The Prosecutor Gene- 
ral of the Isiamrc Reve'tu- 
tionary Courts, Hu:jatoiesiam 
Musavi Tabriz: said here ioday 
that some of the sessions of tie 
tnal of the arrested members ot 
the Tudeh Party would be upen to 
the public. The Hojjatolesiam, 
who was talking t0 ‘RNA hese 
during his inspection visit 'v vourt- 
houses and prisons in Ho-mozgan 
Province today noiced also that 
many of the members of the (now 
disbanded pro-Mascow) Tu-te 
Party were provec to have had 
connections with East Germany 
and Babrak Karmal, the head ol 
the ruling government in Kabul. 

Asked about whether or not 
members of the Tudeh Party had 
heeded an official order to report 
to law enforcement authorities 
after the party had been offically 
disbanded. he sard that many had 
already dome so as was tnitraily 
expected. He aiso flatly demed a 
rumor of the execution the party 
heads. 
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The Pro-Moscow Tudeh Pasty 
was disbanded and declared out- 
lawed in early May w the wake of 
discovery of subversive plots py 
party members. The party was 
also active during the eariy years 
of the yap of the ex-shan but was 

and outlawed folloving 
the C1A-backed coup on August 
19, 1953, which brought the seit- 
exiled shah to power again. 


The party’s masterminds and its 
members were then arresied. and 
the group disintegrated after the 
execution of tts masterminds It 
underwent a period of | 
between 1953 and 1979 It 
emerged during the Islamic 

ution and was later permit- 
ted by the Islamic government to 
engage in political activities, wiih- 
out involving itself in operations 
tending to undermine the [siamuic 
government. Its leaders and Sec- 
retary General Kianuri were 
arrested this month on charges of 
treason against the stute 


[RAN 
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ARDABILI'S TOKYO PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 
CY161824 Tehran IRNA in English 1640 GMT 16 Jun 83 


(‘lext] Tokyo, 16 June, IRNA--Both Iran and Japan are interested in further 
development of mutual relations, said the Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
deputy, Hoseyn Kazempur Ardabili in a press conference here today. 


Kazempur Ardabili who arrived here last Tuesday for talks with Japanese officials, 
further told reporters that at the end of official negotiations with Japanese 
officials, both sides emphasised strengthening of relations between Iran and 
Japan. 


The Iranian Foreign Affairs Ministry deputy for international and economic 
affairs, said the Islamic Republic of Iran attached special importance of its 
relations with Japan and was willing to cooperate with Japan in political, 
economic cultural and technical fields. The main principle of the Islamic 
Republic foreign policy neither-West-nor-East, meant that Iran wanted to have 
normal and friendly relations with all non-hostile countries, he added. The 
principle further illustrated rejection of any foreign domination, he added. 


As for the 33-month-old [Iraqi imposed war he said Iran rejected the idea of 
temporary cease-fire. He further added that although the Islamic Republic of 
[ran needed peace for its reconstruction, such temporary solutions would not be 
conducive to any reasonable resolution of the problems in the long run. 


He also reiterated the three conditions set forward by the Islamic Republic 
Government of Iran for ending the war, namely, return of the aggressor to pre- 
war borders, payment of war reparacions and condemnations of tha aggressor. 

(he Iranian forces, he pointed out, would continue their resistance and defense 
until fulfillment of these conditions. 


Commenting on contamination of the Persian Gulf waters caused by oil slick re- 
sulted from Iraqi attack on Iranian offshore oil wells early last March, he said 
that the objective of the Iraqi regime behind such attacks was causing damage on 
other Persian Gulf shates. As for capping the oil wells, he said that once 

Iran tried to do so and gave 1l martyrs. However, he added, it would not under- 
take such acts until it is assured about security of the region. 


Kazempur Ardabili, who is heading the Iranian delegation, has held talks with 
his Japanese counterpart, Moriyuki Motono. He is scheduled to hold talks with 
Japanese foreign minister, Shintaro Abe, Friday morning. The Iranian delegation 
is expected to return to Tehran next Sunday. 
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MAJLIS HAILED BY PRESIDENT KHAMENE'I 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 1 Jun 83 p 2 


TEHRAN, (IRNA)— President 
Ali Khamene: said here Mon- 
day that the atmosphere ot 
treedom governing over Majlis, 
commitment of deputies to- 
wards Islamic principles, and 
the fact that i was comprising 
people of various strata were 
among several unique charac- 
teristics of the Majlis 

Speaking to IRNA on the 
third day of the week for fur- 
ther acquaintance with the 
Majlis, President Khamenei 
stressed that such characteris- 
tics could hardly be felt in any 
parliament elsewhere in the 
world 

At present people were 
free to read whatever books 
they desired and = express 
various opinions and debate 
freely, the President said, not- 
ing that if anyone intended to 
hatch a plot under the pretext 
of debate, the Islamic Republic 
would confront it 

tle added that no one else 
could be found in the country 
to administer the Majlis as 
qualified and experienced as 
the Speaker Hashemi Rafsan- 


jani 





Rafsanjam, he said, was 
the best speaker and time had 
proven it, hoping that with 
his guidelines the Majlis could 
take further major strides. 

Meanwhile, _ President 
Khamenei has said that Iran 
will fight the West and East 
propaganda warfare and will 
never succumb to them. He 
added that the difficulties 
on that path will not last 
forever and Iran did not fear 
them, further saying that 
iran will surmount all 
hardships and will never be 
hesitant in its determination 
for victory. 


President Khamenei made 
these statements yesterday 
morning in a mecting with 
the familes of the martyrs 
of Laleh Jin and Abvyek 
(Zanjan Province). Also present 
in the meeting were teachers 
from Shahriyar and RKudbar 
(Gilan Province). During the 
meeting the president further 
praised the status of martyrs 
betore God 





MAJLIS' 





MOST IMPORTANT RATIFICATIONS REPORTED 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 1 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text | 


>. Parties bill: 
bounds of the constitution of the Islamic Republic of 


TEHIRAN, (CIRNA)— On the 
occasion of the incepuon of 
the tourth and concluding year 
of the first term of the Majlis, 
IRNA has undertaken a study 
to show the most important 
ratifications of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran's Majlis. The or- 
ders of ratifications are as 
follows 

1. Solving the matters per- 
tinent to the US. spies in Iran 
according to which the agree- 
ment stipulates that the US. 


to function. 


6. Reorganization of manpower in government offices: 


would unfreeze all Iranian ass- 
ets in the U.S., promise not to 
intervene in Iran's affairs, stop 
all its claims against Iran in 
various courts, and transfer all 
the wealth and assets of the 
Jetunct Shah and his family to 
Iran 

2. Formation of the foun- 
dation for the war-stricken 
people in order to attend to 
the problems of the people 
who had been made homeless 


TRAN 


as a result of the Iraqi imposed 
war on Iran. 

3. Ratification of the plan 
for the non-competence of 
Banisadr according to which 
the deputies voted that the 
ousted Banisadr lacked the 
competence and integrity nee- 
ded for being the president of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

4. Formation of the minis- 
try of mines and metals in or- 
der to develop Iran’s geologica 
resources and coordinate actr 


vities. 


According to the bill only parties which worked within 


Iran were permitted 


In order to cleanse 


government agencies of corruption and those perpetrating it and to or- 


ient stafters with Islamic values 
Formation of the ins- 

pectorate general organization 
In order to supervise the func- 
tions of the government offices 
according to its duties set forth 
in the constitution 

8. Bul for granting :he sa- 
laries of those Iranians captu- 
red by the Iraqi aggressor for- 
ces, to their families and rela- 
tives 

9 Formation of the adm- 
nistrative tribunal In order to 
investigate and take actions on 
grievances of people within 
government organizations 

10° Urban lands bil in or- 
der to stop the trade on lands 


and provide people with lands 
they need for housing, and di- 
rect the capital for the coun- 
try’s basic agricultural and in- 
dustrial sectors. 

11. Formation of the in- 
dusties ministry and divisions 
of the industries which were 
affiliated to the said ministry 
or the heavy industries minis- 
try 

12) Retribution bill, tor 
the implementation of the Isia- 
mic tenets, a great step towards 
Islamicizing the society. 

13. Islamic councils in vil- 
lages, countries, towns and citi- 
es, in order to make the people 
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play a great role in the affairs 
ot their country. 

14. Equal distribution of 
water To guide the govern- 
ment and people of Iran on 
the usage of water, in all its 
forms, lakes. marshes, seas, 
wells. springs, underground 
water resources, etc. 

1$. Formation of the in- 
dustries high council to create 
better work coordination in 
Iranian industries. 

16. Bill for Islamic penal 
codes cluding ‘‘Hudud” (pu- 
nishments whose amount and 
quality has been determined by 
the Islamic law, qisas (retri- 
bution that a criminal receives 











4 crime he has perpetra 


red and os samiar to his own 


rime), Diyat (monetary pun 
shments for a crime. fines), Ta- 
‘rat (crmmes whose punish- 
ments have not been deternnu- 
ned by che Islamic law, but the 
islamic judge can determine 
that, for wistance imprison- 
ment, special fines, and others 
This us less than Hudud) 

First impeachment in the 
Majlis 


rhe first person to be sub- 


jected to impeachment procee: 


4600/685 


dings in the Majlis was the hou 
sing and urban development 
minister Mohammad Shahab 
Gonabadi, who after long, 
numerous sessions finally re- 
ceived 102 votes in favour out 
of 172 votes and hence re- 
mained in his position 

Also in the Majlis each 
week, a number of ministers at- 
tend the sessions and respond 
to the questions posed by the 
deputures in all subjects rela- 
ting to their work 


In addition to all the 
said points the Majlis has rati- 
tied many other bills and gi- 
ven votes ot confidence to 
many governments such as the 
Martyrs Raja, Bahonar, Prime 
Minister Musavi and Ayatollah 
Mahdawi Kani. 

The Majlis has also been 
determining the cultural, eco- 
nomic, political policies of the 
islamic Republic of Iran in 
this period that it has been 
active. 





IRAN 


PAPER COMMENTS ON THREE-YEAR EXISTENCE OF MAJLIS 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 30 May 83 p 2 
[Editorial: "The Islamic Assembly"] 


Te 
lei On Feb. 11th 1978 the Islamic Revolution culminated 


to put an end to the prevailing law and on May 28th 1981 
an organ called the “Islamic Assembly” (Majlis) was 
opened to bring the revolution, with its Islamic orientation, 
under legal control. 

Surprisingly, even a few days prior to the inauguration 
of the Majlis only a limited number of revolutionaries 
believed that law and revolution could ever live peacefully 
together. This belief was the result of the experiences in 
other revolutionary societies. 

But Imam Khomeini, with his keen insight into 
sociological phenomena, stubbornly insisted that the 
Majlis must start to function as soon as possible. The 
small minority of men who thought like Imam did so only 
because they had seen how his predictions in the past had 
proved to be correct. It was apparently revolutionary 
suicide to call the people to vote for a parliment even 
before the second anniversary of the Islamic Revoluion. 

It seemed out of the question to call the people to law 
and legal discipline. Knowing all this Imam kept saying 
that the general election must take place and the Islamic 
Assembly must stan to work. In fact the newly devised 
constitional law had foreseen the existence of a legislative 
organ in the new Islamic Kepublic, but no one believed the 
realization of it would materialize so rapidly. 

This was how amid anxiety and aspiration, public 
surprise and revolutionary caution, on May the 28, 1981 
the first session of the Islamic parliament (Majlis) was 
formally opened. And today, when after three years, the 
Majlis starts its ‘Know the Majlis” week, a rich reservoir 
of experience in bringing a formidable revolution under 








legal guidelines, enables us to be proud of having 
institutionalized the correctness of Imam’s persistence. 
The Islamic Assembly in Iran is simply a gathering hall 
for the representatives of the Iranian people. Muslim, 
Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian, in religion, Persian, 
Kurdish, Turkish, Turkmen, and Arabic in language, 
men and women, religious scholars, intellectuals, univer- 
sity professors, schools teachers, merchants people who 
have been arrested, imprisoned, exiled and tortured. 
“Thé&e are’ the multi-faceted backgrounds we see in the 
“Majlis. 
The Majlis Speaker is Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
A religious man who very often left Iran illegally at the 
time of Shah has been arrested, tortured nearly to death 
and given long prison sentences prior to the revoluion. He 
is a native villager, a farmer. His father still lives in a 
small town near the original homestead. Today Hashemi 
Rafsanjani supervises a parliament of 270 men and 
women more or less like him. This assembly is the highest 
organ in the Islamic Republic according to the constitu- 


tion. Imam Khomeini has very great esteem for it. <t is 
simply called the trench of the Islamic Revolution. 

The Majlis has its own peculiarity; it contains a solid 
body of religious jurisprudents. Religiously learned men 
having spent decades of their lives in studying, analyzing 
and commenting on Islamic law are a guarantee for the 
Islamic identity of the Majlis. Men and women who have 
learned to lead their fellow countrymen according to the 
Islamic ideas and principles. Men and women who have 
in their mind the realization of the global Islamic 
Revolution. Men and women for whom every power is 
breakable but Allah. Men and women for whom there 
exists no superpower which is invincible. And men and 
women who believe the first deviation in the Islamic 
Republic will appear the day this republic decides to forget 
other deprived and exploited people on the earth. 

Because of its unique identity the Majlis, since its 
formation, has been a prime target of all counter- 
revolutionanes. In the first major attempt against it on 
June 28th 1981 twenty seven of its members were martyred 
in a bomb explosion organized by the enemies of the 
Majlis. Nevertheless, three days later the Majlis opened a 
new session with 185 members and 27 bunches of flower in 
the empty seats of the slain deputies. Only a few days later 

@ series of assassination attempts started and a dozen more 
representatives were martyred in the following weeks. 

Today, three years after the endeavors of the Majlis 
were inaugurated, the Islamic Republic of Iran has full 
legal control over all dimensions of the country. The 
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army, the Revolutionary Guards, the ministries, the aid 
given to revolutionary and liberation movements all over 
the world are all well defined owing to the Majlis. 

The Majlis is three years old now. In this short nme, 
which is in fact like an instant in the very long history of 
the Iranian people, the legal achievements have been so 
enormous that only those who know the enormity of the 
task of containing the revolutionary flames, in the solid 
insultating walls of law and order, can imagine them. Srill 
the Majlis does not *‘make"’ laws since Islamic laws are 
only made by Allah. It simply interprets the divine orders. 

Imam has said *‘This Majiis is the result of the call of 
Allah-o-Akbar by this people."’ On another occasion he 
had said it is the result of the blood of the martyrs who 
died for Islam. Whatever the Majlis is, a gathering house 
of learned Islamic revolutionaries, the trench of the 
Islamic Revolution, or the realization of the sacred cause 
of the martyrs for Islam, we know that for the first time in 
history a revolution has consolidated a corpus of law 

whose tenets are not only congruent with the revolution, 
but they guarantee and insure its continuation and 
protection. 
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DALLY REVLEWS DISMISSAL OF BANI-SADR 


L.D212055 Tehran IRNA in English 1953 GMT 21 Jun 83 


[Text] Tehran, 21 June, LRNA--On 10 June 1981 the President Bani-Sadr was di- 
vested of his power as the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of the 

islamic Republic of Iran upon Imam Khomeyni's Decree, in the wake of his con- 
tinued opposition against the state of affairs in the country and his personal 


deployment against the Islamic Republic party and to a lesser degree against the 
Islamic Consultative Assembly. Ten days later on 20 June, he was removed from 
his office by an overwhelming majority of votes by the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly and the ratification of the same by Imam Khomeyni. 


Following Bani-Sadr's dismissal from office, hundreds of members of the outlawed 
Mujahideen-e Khalq Organisation (MKO) took to the streets in Tehran and in gesture 
of protest against his dismissal martyred 25 people and wounded some 200 others, 
in a bloody confrontation with the masses. 


[In the Persian DAILY KEYHAN said in the first installment of a series of an 
analytical reviews of the incident in its Tuesday issue that the 20 June inci- 
dent was a sweet dream for members of the MKO which had culminated in a night- 
mare on 20 June 1981. Excerpts: 


"A revolt by a group which boasted of carrying the laurels of a successful 
religious uprising and of being equipped with experiences from the contemporary 
revolutions behaved in a manner reminiscent of children's royal court playing.... 


"They had called on the people to go to their roof-tops, in the fasion of the 
Islamic revolution days, and shout Allah-O-Akbar. Apparently they failed to 
perceive that those quarters of the city were not typically the places from 
which people might go to their roof tops for shouting like that.... 

"The leaders of the MKO regarded the time ripe of grabbing the power in their 
hands, and they even thought that by making a maneuver similar to the 1l February 
1979 (culmination of the Islamic revolution) they could exterminate the Islamic 
system of government in this country.... 


"Would to God that the youth whose potential power could have served the aspira- 
tions of Islam and of the revolution took a lesson from this incident, and would 
that they had broken away from the shackles of their organisational burdens and... 
learnt the facts when they had the chance to compensate their past mistakes.... “ 


" 
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CAUGHT IN 'CROSS-FIRE FROM EAST, WEST' 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 29 May 83 p 2 


| Text 


TEHRAN, May 28 (IRNA} — While the propaganda 
machine of the Soviet Union continues to lash out at Iran 
because of its having arrested Moscow’s veteran spies (Tudeh 
party members), the U.S. administration in a massive pro- 
_ tirade called for a halt m prosecution of Zionist spies in 
ran 


The U.S. Pressident, Ronald Reagan, supported by the 
Ziomsts in U.S. on thew behalf, and wn a bid to win the next 
presidential elections, has resorted to a new propaganda gim- 
muck. In an unprecedented manner, he condemned the arrest 
and punishment of Bahai spies in Iran. Immediately the United 
Press International which has been recently purchased by 
Zionist Bahats relayed the news across the world. Precise 
synchromsm and coord” ation of the U.S. propaganda, with the 
unprecedented propaganda efforts of the Soviets in a bid to 
white-wash Kremlin’s spies in Iran, ts not just accidental. 

In this connection, the Voice of Amenca (VOA) in a 
broadcastlast Wednesdzy night, voicing the official concerns of 
Washington, tried to make it so understood that Bahais in Iran 
were persecuted because of their belief. The broadcast did not 
even refer to the fact that the nucleus of the Zionist Bahas is in 
occupied Palestine and there is no doubt about animosity of 
Zionism with Islam. 

- The said broadcast did not make the slightest reference that in 
Islamic [ran all foreign spies and traitorous agents are subject to 
arrest regardless of their profession of any faith or creed. 

The fact is that Islamic Revolution of Iran motivated by its 
spiritual concerns, ever since its victory, has countered relent- 
lessly and with stern measures plots of spies of east and west ina 
any form and under any disguise. : 

Furthermore, it is clear that western media controlled by the 
Zionists and also any other media dominated by west, would not 
let people of the world know that these very people whom they 
were referring to as “innocent”, “freedom loving’’ and 
“humanitarian”, were in fact spies whose activities were dic- 
tated by their Zionist masters and that activities of these spies 
paved the way for crimes against humanity and freedom. While, 
no doubt, what superpowers cared for ts what they gain from 
these spies and the big powers were not concerned in the least 
with the personal well-being of these people. 

International Zionism has been providing all political, mate- 


ie a ae idelines for the anti-I ic and pro- 
Zionist | sect, the idea behind whose formation was 
undermining Islam. 











It 1s unteresting that the occupied Palestine has now been 
turned into a center for this political sect, and it is in the Zionist 
occupied Palestine that they gather and hatch the conspiracies. 
For instance, last month, supporters of this Zionist group 

athered in Haifa, and discussed their present situation and 

ture plans. It was in this gathering that it was decided the 
western media, dominated by Zionists. should play a greater 
role in anti-Islamic propa , and in an attempt to exonerate 
the arrested spies. 
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PRODUCTION, SALE OF VIDEOTAPES CONSIDERED ANTI-ISLAMIC 
lehran KEYHAN in Persian 24 May 83 p 2 


[interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed Mohammad Khatemi, minister of Islamic 
guidance, date and place not specified] 


(text | During an interview, Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed Mohammad Khatemi, minister 

of Islamic guidance, explained the reasons for closing down businesses which sell 
and rent videotapes. During the interview the minister of guidance termed the 
buying and selling of videotapes a cultural blight and stated that the existence 
of video centers could have no other result chan spreading corruption and anti- 
Islamic values. 


The minister of guidance stated in this interview that Iran's enemies intend to 
inflict damage on the lofty Islamic revolution by means of videotapes just as 
in their other plots. He also stated that in the long term standards will be 
established for the legal use of videotapes by agencies and individuals. 


The text of the interview follows: 


[Question] Hojjat ol-Eslam Khatemi, please tell us what the cause and necessity 
of clubs such as videotape rental and sale clubs is in our Islamic society, and 
to what degree the Ministry of Islamic Guidance has control over this matter. 


Khatemi: In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. First let me say 
that the existence of such centers which freely traffic in videotapes is a 
cultural blight, and that it might be the greatest blight on our Islamic society 
which rests on divine, Islamic morals. Therefore the existence of these centers 
can have no result other than the spread of corruption and anti-Islamic values. 
[slamic Iran's enemies certainly had hopes of inflicting damage on our lofty 
[slamic revolution by this means just as they have had in their various plots. 
(he problem of video and video stores has been monitored for some time by the 
Anti-Sin Court. When the Ministry of Islamic Guidance later confronted this 
problem it announced that questionnaires were to be filled out. Following this, 
when about three thousand questionnaires had been completed, the Ministry of 
[slamic Guidance officially announced on its own initiative that these stores 
and centers were illegal and unlawful. The ministry had extensive correspondence 
with the judiciary and the police on this matter in order to deal with it 
effectively. It is necessary to note that even those videotapes which are per- 
mitted, meaning those that the Television of the Islamic Republic of Iran shows 
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that are shown publically in cinemas ire unauthorized videotapes from 
: 7 , t 


ir point of view because in this country every tape and film must be cleared by 
the Supervisory Office of the Ministry of Islamic Guidance, and none of these 


leotapes has the necessary permission. Meaning they are illegal videotapes, 
those whose subjects are authorized. 


i result of the efforts of the brothers in the Ministry of Islamic Guidance 
which actually began 6 or 7? months ago, there were two meetings with the state 
prosecutor general, the mayor of Tehran, an official from the Guild Affairs 
Komiteh and the chief of the Islamic Revolution Komitehs. In the first stage 
it was decided that the Central Komiteh would deal decisively with violations 

the religious and civil law, and that the Guild Affairs Komiteh would study 
the tiles and questionnaires mentioned earlier and determine whether or not those 


persons had the authority for that work or were craft members. From our point of 
Jiew and that of the Guild Affairs Komiteh that which was previously announced in 
the name of the Guild Union was illegal. 


He added: the second meeting was 4 or 5 days ago. From our reasoning and the 
remarks that the brothers made, we arrived at the conclusion that all of these 
places are illegal, ana are centers and sources of corruption and the spread 
irelessness and meanness in our society. It was decided to deal with these 
centers decisively, God willing, and eliminate them as roots of corruption, and 
tlso to deal decisively with the corruptions being spread throughout society by 
means ot videotapes. This decisionwas made in the presence of the state prose- 
cutor general, Tehran's mayor, the Islamic Revolution Central Komiteh, the Min- 
istry of Guidance, and the Guild Affairs Komiteh. We ask Exalted God that these 
organs succeed in dealing decisively with these centers of corruption and that 
they perform actions which are pleasing *o God and desired by the martyr- 
nourishing nation because all this sacrifice bloodshed and martyrdom has occurred 
tor the sovereignty of Islamic society and its humane morality. I am sure that 
the nation supports these organs in their decisive campaign against this mani- 
estation of corruption in society. 

uestion] Brother Khatemi, the Ministry of Guidance previously had announced 

ree conditions necessary for getting video club permission. Please give us 
‘our view on this matter, and also tell us what long-range plans have been made 
for the control of such centers. 


Khatemi: Before I took charge here, the Ministry of Islamic Guidance decided 
to take action to control them in light of their uncontrolled growth and to 
ollect data on those involved, and thus issued an announcement. It had also 

determined necessary qualifications, and it published the questionnaires after 


little before I came here, the brothers here realized the danger and quickly 
nnounced that these centers and stores were completely illegal in the view of 
the Ministry of Islamic Guidance. From that time our efforts have been directed 
wards eliminating these centers. Of course in the long term standards must be 
tablished for the presence of video in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
legal use of it by organs and individuals. God willing, this work will be done. 
However, at the present time these unauthorized centers must be closed down as 
roots of corruption which were spreading cancerously and subterraneanly. 


cry 
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MAJLIS SPEAKER MEETS PLO ENVOY--Tehran, 13 June, IRNA--Salah Zawawi, the embas- 
sador of Palestine in the Islamic Republic met with Majlis Speaker ‘Akbar 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani Monday. After the meeting, Zawawi said that the talks were 
very positive and added that the Islamic Republic of Iran had always been in 

the torefront of defending Palestine in various situations. He said just as 

the Majlis speaker has been imprisoned before the Islamic Revolution for his 
support for the Palestinian cause, he once again reiterated the kind position 

of Llran towards the Palestinian issue [sentence as received] [Text] [GF131742 
fehran IRNA in English 1718 GMT 13 Jun 83] 
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PAKISTAN 


NMENT ADVISED TO QUIT PLAYING WITH ECONOMIC FIGURES 


/ 


rial: "Prices--The Truth Next Year'] 

\ccording to the economic survey, economic growth in 1982-83 is 
The 5.8 percent increase in Gross Domestic Product [GDP] 

i by the economic survey has been made possible by the excellent 


ultural output which rose by 4.8 percent and the 6.5 rise in gross 


} 


ial product has resulted from the increase in home remittances by 
percent. The increase in wheat production by 10.1 percent to record 


12.2 million tons and the increase in cotton output by 10 percent 
od and have easily offset the fall in sugarcane production of 
recent and of rice production by 1.8 percent. And while industrial 
tion is not as high as last year's 11.9 percent, it is reasonably good 
percent. Of course, there is clear disappointment in the energy 
where the output at 165 kilograms oil equivalent per capita is the 
for the last 2 years. This may possibly explain the fall in indus- 


production as too many industries have been crying hoarse against the 


° 


sno rTcage. 


in a year of excellent output all round, except energy, the price 


hould be low. But it is here that there is a large gap between the 


reality and the official figures. If the price rise has been under- 
this has not been done for the first time. It has by now become a 


ilsive habit. And no attempt is being made to break this unholy tradi- 


m. The economic survey states that wholesale prices rose until 30 April 
+.6 percent compared to 10.3 percent in the same period last year. But 
t vear'’s economic survey said that prices until 30 March had risen by 
3.6 percent compared to 10.5 percent in the preceding year. The survey 
lso says that consumer prices rose until April this year by 5 percent compared 
l2 percent in the sa period last year. But the last year's economic 
rve said that consumer prices rose by 7.7 percent until 30 March compared 
l2 percent in the preceding year. Surely it would not be said that in 
e month of April last year wholesale prices jumped by 4.3 percent. Such 
1tradictions ought to be explained by the government. 
lear the attempt appears to ve to quote a low increase in prices for 
e current year and correct it the next year by giving the right figure for 


CO 
— 











eceding year, and quoting again low prices for the current year. 

but such tigures are not credible and are not able to convince anyone 
because of the vast gap between the official claims and the painful market 
realities the people confront. 


pokesman of the government, who presented the economic survey to the press 
has, however, admitted that the basket of essential items on the basis of 
which inflation is calculated has become obsolete. If it does not include 
high expense items like house rent, transport, medicines and medical treat- 
ment, educational costs, etc. the calculations are bound to be misleading 
ind irrelevant to the purpose for which such computations are made. 


if man does not live by bread alone the Pakistani does live by ration alone. 
lt the basket of goods for calculating the cost of living includes, largely 
rationed items and goods on which there is some kind of price control it is 
wrossly inadequate. If, as we are told, Pakistanis are now richer than 

half of the world, or at least 46.5 percent of the world and the average 
income per Pakistani family is as high as Rs 2,332 per month as claimed by 
the economic survey, how can their market basket contain only a small 

number of rationed or price controlled items? How can the price rise be 

as low as 5 percent or wholesale prices as low as 4.6 percent when the money 
supply increased by 19.8 percent vis-a-vis an increase in GDP of 5.8 percent? 
Does not the fact that this is the first full year after the devaluation of 
the rupee, which raised the cost of the dollar imports by 30 percent, have 
iny impact on prices? And did not the increase in taxes, mostly on commodities 
of Rs 492 crore have any effect on prices? 

\s far as the people are concerned they know the reality as they go to the 
market every day. Therefore, they cannot be hoodwinked by such official 
figures; so it is better for the government to come out with the right 

current figures each year, instead of quoting the wrong figures and the 

right figures next year so that it can always present a good image of the 
current year. This game should be given up now as it has been overplayed 

ind has been seen through. 
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AKISTAN 
XAMINES 1983-84 BALUCHISTAN BUDGET 
+ i DAWN in English 17 Jun 83 p 6 
, tir | ° T } ? 
i Baluchistan Budget] 
" * TY . . ‘ - ; . ‘ ‘ 
en though the Baluchistan budget for 1983-84, announced by the 
r at a gathering ot provincial dignitaries in Quetta, conforms to 
t im sured strategy as represented by steadily rising allocations to 
t 1 rising popular expectations, it provides ample evidence of a 
t towards development in a province that has some vital peculiarities. 
" . . oe Oc s ont a _ 
, the new budget envisages revenue expenditure at Rs 1,850 million- 
se of approximately 1/7 percent over the revised estimates for the 
It t budget brings sharply into focus the inelasticity of the revenue 
f the province. On account of its inability to generate adequate 
. ° ° Dp 1 . . r 
irces to meet increasing expenditures, the Baluchistan Government s 
incial dependence on the federal government has been growing. 
183-84 the gap between the revenue receipts and revenue expenditure 
oo eo an hen . one 
f the order of Rs 460 million, when it was budgeted for Rs 265 
this year. Moreover, the largest single item of expenditure in the 
} 7 ' } en avme which ie > OV Re %RON million 
enue budget will be debt repayment which is to be over Rs 380 million, 
' ‘0 million outlay for the Annual Development Plan [ADP] represents 
rcent increase over the revised ADP for the current year. But the 
e ent efforts are to be significantly supplemented by the Rs 960 
special Development Plan (SDP). In the current year, Rs 860 million 
ted under the Special Development Plan to launch the ambitious 
to bridge the development gap that Baluchistan has suffered from 
' se historical ictors. 
he Special Development Plan, intended to accelerate the development process 
t yrovince, was presented to the consortium and friendly countries for 
incing and has had an encouraging response from the donors. But considering 
t that this programme, as devised, amounted to Rs 19.5 billion, the 


‘ : ° ’ ° 1 } . 7 ners ; ur 
| allocations appear to be modest. Still, the national priority 


j ° > 3 a 7 ~ « . ‘ve "1D } ~~ CRs . r x 
o development of Baluchistan has begun to yield results, and the 


‘t should protect the present encouraging pace of development. 
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Completion of the RCD [Regional Council for Development] highway, availa- 
bility of piped gas and other achievements in the communications sector 
have begun to make an impact on the lives of the people. 


A beginning has thus been made, though a balanced regional development will 
take time because of the large expanse of the province with a widely--and 
at places very thinly--scattered population across a hilly terrain. 
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PAKISTAN OFFERS MORE MEDICAL PERSONNEL TO UAE 


Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 1 Jun 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ISLAMABAD, May. 31: 

Pakistan has offered to 
wind more medical personnel- 
Doctor, Nurses, Para-medical 
stulf and pharmacists to help 
the United Arab Emirates ex- 
pand its health services. 

The offer was made by 
Pakistan's Federal Minister for 
Health, Special Education and 
Social Welfare, Dr. Nasiruddin 
Joygezai during a meeting with 
his UAE counterpart, Mr. 
Hamad Abdul Rahman Al Midfa 
in Abu Dhabi, says a message 
received here today. 

Later, addressing a press 
conference at Pakistan Embassy, 
Dr. Jogezai told that UAE 
Health Minister had welcomed 
the offer and it had been agreed 
that such manpower supply 
would he _ arranged at the 
Government level and not 
through any inter-mediaries. 

The Pakistani Minister, who 
arrived in the UAF on his way 
back to Pakistan from the 36th 
World Health Assembly in 
(.eneva, said that he had also 


4600/681 


broached the subject of supply- 
ing medicines and medical 
instrumentss from Pakistan, 
which was now producing medi- 
cines of international  stan- 
dards and was in a position to 
compete with the advanced 
countries. 

The UAE Minister weko 
med the proposal and agreed to 
form a committee comprising 
UAE officials and experts to 
examine Pakistani medicines for 
possible purchase, Dr. Jogezai 
said. 

He observed that Pakistan 
had the best of medical educa- 
tional facilities in the region and 
its post-graduate training was 
second to none. “We already 
have many students from the 
Middle Eastern countries and are 
in a position to expand these 
facilities for Gulf and Saudi 
students if financial assistance is 
provided by them’’. The Minis- 
ter remarked, 4 

The teaching institutions 
cluding the Sheikh Zaid Hospit. 
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in Lahore, which was inaugura- 
ted by the President himself 
early this year, he said. 

Pakistan is the only country 
ia the region to have an exclu- 
sive medical University soon 
when the Aga Khan Hospital 
and University are completed in 
Karachi, he added. 

“There are about 15,000 
Pakistani Doctors working in 
other countries, including about 
5,000 cach in Britain and the 
United States and about 3,000 
in the Middle East’ he said. 

“We at present produce 
about 4,000 doctors annually 
and abut half of them can be 
spared for employment abroad 
at this stage’’ he maintained. 

He said that the Ministry 
of Health is also providing 
special facilities for Doctors in 
Pakistan like duty-free import of 
medical equipment, land at no- 
minal rent, loan and exemption 

‘~ income tax if they open 
- Clinics in specified rural 
5. —-APP 
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PAKISTAN-ROMANIA TRADE AGREEMENT SOON 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 7 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] Pakistan and Romania will conclude a series of agreements, which 
will help promote trade and economic relations to their mutual benefit, 
Romanian Deputy Minister for Foreign Trade and International Cooperation 
Madam Paula Preoteasa said here yesterday. 


In @ meeting with the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, the Romanian Minister said that her country was interested in a 
number of Pakistani products. It was now for the Pakistani traders to 
explore the Romanian market with new products to balance the two-way trade 
which was at present in favour of her country she added. 


Madam Paula Preoteasa said that with the concerted efforts of the traders 
of the two countries, the target of 200 million dollars two-way trade set 
by the Heads of Pakistan and Romania would be achieved by 1985. 


Stating that the economy of the two countries was complimentary the visit- 
ing Minister said that there existed lot of potential to develop cooperation 
to the mutual benefit. She said that Romania was collaborating with Pakistan 
in a number of fields and was ready to extend all help in many other fields. 
The current visit and the fruitful exchanges held with Government officials 
and trade bodies would lead to identifying new fields for cooperation. 
Romania she added had long standing experience in many fields in which she 
could help with her technology and know-how. Romania at the same time 

could learn from Pakistan's experiences she added. 


Friendly Feelings 


Madam Paula Preoteasa said that Pakistan and Romania enjoyed excellent 
relationship in political and diplomatic fields and the time was oppor- 

tune for developing cooperation in economic fields as well. She said that 
the people of Romania cherished friendly feelings for the people of Pakistan. 


Earlier, the Acting President of the Federation, Syed Nazar Hassan Shah, 
welcoming the Minister pointed out that the current volume and value of 
trade between the two countries were not commensurate with the potential 
that existed. He said, there was considerable scope for broadening the 
base and level of commercial exchanges and industrial cooperation. 
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He assured the visiting Minister that the private sector in Pakistan would 
not lag behind in its efforts to attain the realistic target of 200 million 
dollars set by the two Heads of the State. 


Mr. Ajaz Mahmood Chairman, Pakistan-Romania Trade and Industry Committee of 
the Federation, said that Romania could invest in Pakistan in such fields 
as fertilizers, electric equipment, chemicals and agro-based industries 
etc. 


He said the industrial investment scheme for the Sixth Five Year Plan was 
expected to be released shortly. Omce it was out, they would be able to 
indicate precisely the areas of cooperation, he added. 


He said that the Sixth Plan offered enormous possibilities of cooperation 
between the two countries on a long term basis. He believed there was 
good scope for collaboration in industry between the two countries. 


Romania, he said had already extended valuable technical, scientific and 
financial assistance to Pakistan in a number of fields. 


He suggested the Romania Chamber of Foreign Trade to consider establishment 
of a similar committee so that the two could liaise with each other closely 


by holding meeting at least once a year in Karachi and alternatively in 
Bucharest .--APP. 
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LSLAMABAD, LAHORE, KARACHI AIRPORTS TO DOUBLE CAPACITY 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 7 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] The peak hour passenger-handling capacity at Islamabad, Lahore and 
Karachi airports would be doubled with the completion next month of a Rs 
60 million terminal expansion programme being carried out by the Civil 
Aviation Authority. 


Disclosing this in an informal briefing for newsmen here yesterday, the 
CAA Director-General Air Vice-Marshal Khurshid Anwar Mirza said that after 
renovation and expansion the existing terminal buildings at the above three 
airports would be able to cope with projected air traffic till about 
1986-87 by which time completely new terminals would have been erected 
there at a total cost of Rs. four billion. 


He said proposals to construct three new terminal buildings at the Islamabad, 
Lahore and Karachi airports had been approved by the Planning Commission and 
these were to be built within the Sixth Five-Year Plan period. 


According to tentative plans a European consultants firm will be selected 
to cooperate with the CAA in construction of the new terminal buildings; 
and an agreement in this regard will be concluded within a few months. 


Actual construction work on the new structures is expected to begin early 
next year, with the Lahore and Islamabad airport terminals scheduled for 
completion within three years (by end-1986) and the Karachi terminal in 
four years (by end-1987). 


The foreign exchange component in the overall new terminal construction 
project is estimated at about half of the total sum involved i.e. the 
equivalent of around Rs two billion. 


Noting that the existing airports were not functionally designed to cope 
with the maximum number of passengers in the most efficient way possible 
he said the new terminal buildings at the major national airports must be 
constructed in such a way as to utilise the experience gained both in 
Pakistan and other parts of the world in the proper handling of air traf- 
fic, both in the air and on the ground. 
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He said it was for this reason that it had been decided to work with a team 
of European consultants in the construction of the three new terminals at 
Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. 


About five or six European consultants had submitted proposals regarding the 
three new terminal buildings; and these were being evaluated with the help 
of an American firm which specialises in the analysis of consultants pro- 
posals. 


Air Vice-Marshal Khurshid Mirza stated that during a just-concluded visit 
to Europe and America he had held a series of final talks with the consul- 
ting firms concerned; and a report on the entire subject was being placed 
before the CAA Board of Directors who would take a decision on the matter 
soon. 


The consultants finally selected will be responsible for the design and 
master plan of the entire project. 


The CAA chief said that about 3.5 million passengers (both international 
and domestic) passed through the Karachi airport each year, while the figure 
for Islamabad and Lahore airports was 1.5 million each. 


He said after the completion of the expansion programme for these three 
airport terminal buildings in July 1983 the peak hour passenger handling 
capacity at Lahore airport would rise from 400 to 800, Islamabad airport 
from 600 to 1000 and at Karachi from around 3,000 to 5,000. 


The CAA is also implementing a programme of overall modernisation at all 
the country's 22 airports in a phase-wise manner. 


Besides construction of new airports terminals and improvement of the 
existing ones the programme also involves installation of up-to-date 
navigational aids, air traffic control equipment, etc.-—APP 
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[Text] 





cSo: 


areas, offical sources said here 


An imdustral growth pomt, at 
ast One m ach wil 
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PUNJAB TO HAVE INDUSTRIAL GROWTH POINTS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 4 Jun 83 p 8 


mto 

base, ing capacities of varipus 
I tries and levels of conwmp- 
tion for industrial products. 


allocated to # m the investment 
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financial advice.”” 


Recovery cells have also been 
to be set up in the snail 
industries to deal wah the loans. 
The unts of Rs § millpn or 
less should be registered with the 
small industry and the sme should 
perform the i and 
regulatory functions The mdustrial 
units of hyher values should be 
registered wih the directorate of 
industries to avoid duplication of 
works 

Establishment of an industrial 
data bank has been proposed in 
the Directorate of Industries. 

A negatwe list of industries 
has been desged for the public 
sector mvesment and tha ths 
sector should mest only in the 
where the private sector is 
hesitamt to come forward for one 
reason of the other. One area in 
which the publi sector must play 
#s rok is the 


Payment . 
credits advances to small industries 
be subsidied ami to 
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TWO FAR EASTERN DIPLOMATS EXPELLED FOR SMUGGLING 
CF171310 Karachi DAWN in English 15 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] Two diplomats belonging to a far eastern country and posted at 
Karachi have been declared "persona non grata" (PNG) and expelled by the 
government on account of their involvement in a smuggling case last month. 


They are Mr Han Chang Sop and Mr Choi Chang Hun, well placed sources said, 
adding the two diplomats have already left after their expulsion. 


It may be recalled that Karachi customs Special Checking Squad (SCS) officers 
had intercepted the two diplomats at the airport and had recovered from 

their personal baggage 4,592 expensive wrist watches viz, Citizen Quartz, 
Seiko automatic, Casio digital and Seiko Quartz along with 448 watch bands 
and two packets of watch band caps on their arrival from Bangkok by a Japan 
Airliner (JAL) on 3 May 1983. 


According to details now available, the diplomat, Mr Han Chang Sop, had 

gone to Bangkok on 21 April last. The authorities who had earlier learned 
about his involvement in the smuggling of contraband goods maintained a 
round-the-clock vigil at the city airport on all incoming flights. On 

3 May 1983, Mr Chang Sop returned from Bangkok by a JAL flight with diplomat 
Mr Choi Chang Hun, a compatriot. The two had brought nine packages, two 
briefcases and two shopping bags. They were passing through the "green 
channel" claiming diplomatic immunity when intercepted by the vigilant 
customs sleuths. 


On being asked by the customs about the contents of nine packages, which 
appeared extraordinarily heavy, one of the diplomats declared "wireless 
equipment spares,” for the use of his country's mission. Since this 
particular diplomat was on the "suspects' list," both the diplomats were 
requested to wait in the retiring room. 


In the meantime, contact was established with the Pakistan Foreign Office 
representative in Karachi who rushed to the airport. 





Meanwhile, the commercial attache of the consulate of the far eastern 

country concerned who had come to receive the two diplomats at the airport 
voluntarily declared a number of watches in the baggage explaining that these 
were in-transit to Mozambique by a VIP flight carrying a dignitary from 

their country. 











However, when the VVIP flight schedule was checked it was found that its 
destination was Djibouti and not Mozambique. No loading or unloading was 
to take place during the ‘technical’ stopover in Karachi. Hence, the 
statement of the commercial attache was found to be untrue. Besides, he 
was able to offer no explanation for the remaining watches. 


The baggage of the two diplomats was examined in the presence of officials of 
the Pakistan Foreign Office and the representatives of the concerned mission 
as well as independent witnesses yielding the contraband watches and bands 
etc. said to be worth about Rs five million ir market value. A report was 


sent to the foreign office culminating in the expulsion of the two diplomats, 
these sources added. 
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MASS LITERACY DRIVE TO BE LAUNCHED 


Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 1 Jun 83 p 6 


[Text] ISLAMABAD May 31. the Universities, Colleges and 
A strong volunteer force of Schools and even the Defence 
students and teachers will launch Personnel should pursue the 
a mass literacy drive throughout national goal of spreading litera- 
the country during the summer cy in the country with the spirit 
vacations. of dedication and missionary 
The National Literacy and zeal 
Mass Education Commission The Chairman, LAMEC Mr 
(LAMEC ) has asked the Provin- Innayatullah has made an 
cial Governments EWucation impassioned appeal to the stud- 
Departments and Universities in ents and the teachers of carry 
th Provinces and the Federal the message of literacy to the 
Government to raise a strong remote corners of the country. 
coros of students and teachers He hoped that the experience of 
who should visit rural and urban the current year will yield posi- 
areas and undertake to make tive results and the programme 
literate at least one person. will be undertaken next year 
It may be recalled the on a more systematic planned 


and coordinated manners 


_ Mohammad Z.aul 
President Gen. Mohammad Ziau in the eductional institutions. 


Haq had suggested while inaug- pp 
urating a Workshop on Female APP 
Literacy here on May 11 that 
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NEGLECT OF BIHARIS LAMENTED 


Islamahad THE MUSLIM in English 4 Jun 83 p 4 


{[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


"The Forgotten Ones" ] 


If public memory, which in Common parlance refers 
mostly to the remembrance of -palatable or unpla- 
table events of temporary significance, is allowed to 
fade away, no harm is done. But when national 
memory, which cannot afford to lose sight of 
happenings of historical importance to a nation, 
begins to suffer from ~ es the vision of national 
identity gets blurred and distorted. During the ex- 
cruciating travails of the birth of this country those 
who made unforgettable sacrifices, among them the 
Biharis, were legion. They rallied behind the Quaid- 
i-Azam in his fight for a separate homeland for the 
Muslims of the sub-continent. They abandoned their 
hearthsand homes and flocked to Pakistan with their 
mutilated families to live here in freedom and honour 
as Pakistani citizens. Biharis from contiguous areas 
migrated to the then East Pakistan, as thei brethren 
from the central and Western reg‘ons of India did to 
the former West wing. But together with our own 
follies, fate conspired against the new-born country 
= it stood dismembered in 1971 for no fault of 
aris. 


Bihari immigrants now languishing in stark misery 
in the inhospitable ambience of the so-called refugee 
camps in Bangladesh are Pakistanis in their own right. 
They had ceased to be refugees the day Pakistan came 
into existence, and they cannot therefore be looked 
upon as aliens by Islamabad. General Ershad is un- 
willing to own them, and India refuses to accept its 
former nationals who migrated to East B before 
15 August, 1947. Where do they go if Pakistan too, 
will not open its doors to them. 


... We have already accommodated nearly 
three million Afghan retugees, and more ot them 


according to Brig. Azhar, the Chief Commissioner 
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for Afghan refugees, are pouring in at an average 
rate of 10 to 15 thousand every day. In addition to 
foreign contributions, Islamabad is bearing one-half 
of the daily expenditure of 1.2 million dollars to 
provide food and shelter to these immigrants. The 
Biharis stranoed in Bangladesh are hardly ten per cent 
in number compared to the Afghans who have 
flooded this:country. They are no lesser Muslims 
than our Afghan guests, nor is their position any more 
enviable than that of those streaming in from across 
our northern border. Besides, the Biharis are seldom 
known to have become a financial burden on their 
hosts. It would be sad if these unfortunate people 
whom we seem inclined to banish from our thoughts 
and to forget the predicament are permanently 
relegated to the limbo of oblivion. 
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RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORT OF MACHINERY TO BE EASED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 31 May 83 p 1 





[Article by Ashraf Hashmi] 


[Text ] 


CSO 
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ISLAMABAD, May 30: The indus- 
trial sector in future will be allowed 
to import machinery worth Rs.20 
million without obtaining any prior 
sanction from the government, it 
was reliably learnt here today. 

The current ceiling of Rs.15 
million in this respect, it is said, 
is being increased in view of the 
depreciation of Pakistani rupee 
after its delinking from American 
dollar. A thorough study to this 
effect is being conducted and a 
tinal decision will come new import 
policy. to be launched from July 1. 

Knowledgeable sources here be- 
lieve that the main thrust of libe- 
ralising imports of raw material 
and capital goods for the industrial 
sector, in the current import policy 
will not only be continued under 
the new ploicy but will further be 
enlarged to match the growing de- 
mands of the sector. The free list, 
according to these quarters, is at 
present being reviewed with strong 
indications that it will be further 
expanded to accommodate almost 
all the requirements of the national 
industry. 

An official source while comm- 
enting on the liberalised import 
policy of the government has 
dispelled rumours that it is being 
done under forcign pressure. The 
main objectives of the governments 
policy, he said, were to enhance 


the production capacity of the 
country ahd encourage large scale 
investment. For achieving these 
objectives, it was necessary that 
the industrial sector should have a 
free hand importing what ever it 
required for expansion, balancing 
and modernisation. The production 
capacity. of the industrial sector, he 
added, could only be increased 
when its requirements were fully 
met. Only increased industrial 
production could result in saving 
some foreign exchange, he 
remarked. 

The prevalent import procedure, 
according to knowledgeable sour- 
ces, will be further simplified in 
the forthcoming import policy. The 
government, it is said, was very 
keen on removing every bottleneck 
in the import of raw material and 
capital goods in order to help in a 
steady industrial growth in the 
country. The importers were being 
taken into confidence and their 
viewpoint would be considered. 

The new import policy, it is fur- 
ther stated, would also be aimed at 
helping in a establishment of agro- 
based industry. Much emphasis in 
future will be placed on the export 
of non-conventional goods like 
vegetables, fruits and engineering 
goods. Substantial incentives are re- 
portedly planned for the growth of 
export of these items. 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS JAILED WHILE CRIMINALS GO FREE 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 4 May 83 p 2 


[Article by Juma Khan: "How Can the People’s Party Talk of Democracy? Why 
are Bandits, Smugglers and Narcotics Peddlers Not Placed Under House Arrest? 
All Those Working for Democracy Are Friends of the People and Patriots."] 


[Text] The vice chairman of the defunct Jamaat-e Islami, Prot Ghuffur Ahmad, 
said in an interview with the journal WORLD ISLAMIC TIMES that it is incon- 
ceivable that the People's Party should talk of democracy seeking that during 
its time in power there was fraud in the elections, murder and looting were 
rife, the fails were filled with innocent political prisoners and the press 
was strangled. According to Ghuffer Ahmad, time has proved that the MRD 

is incapable of accomplishing anything. 


Professor Ghuffur is regarded as a prominent politician but the interview he 
gave reveals no political acumen; it appears as though, instead of studying 
issues in depth, he is thinking on a superficial level. 


One of his accusations is that elections were rigged. The question is, was 

it not specifically for the purpose of ending such election frauds that certain 
provisions were made in the 1973 joint constitution, which was signed by 
Jamaat-e Islami among others, by the election commission and by law? If the 
courts were accessible, if the election commission had power, if impartial 
judges could be appointed to hear complaints about the elections, if the govern- 
ment was willing to hold transitional elections and had accepted the demands 

for holding new elections, then why would it have been necessary to start a 
movement? Why was a policy of civil disobedience chosen instead of constitu- 
tional and democratic methods? 


As far as murder and looting are concerned, all that is important to know is 

whether today, when military courts and religious courts are in session, when 
martial law and restrictive ordinances are in force, the situation in regard 

to murder and plunder is better or worse than it was 6 years ago. 


Professor Ghuffur says that the jails are filled with political prisoners. 
Surely he is aware that jails become filled with political prisoners when 
political movements are in progress. It happened during the time of the 

British and is happening now in the two Indian provinces of Assam and East 
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Punjab. All these matters aside, I would like to ask whether the jails are 
empty today of political prisoners. How many political personalities have 
been jailed in the past 6 years and how many have had their movements restricted? 


{ consider innocent all those political prisoners who were never brought to 
trial, who were not charged with any crime in a court of law and who have been 
jailed for months and years without sanction by a court of law. 


Professor Ghuffer must surely be aware of the recent attacks on the offices of 
two newspapers in Lahore. A few students were arrested, immediately brought 
before military courts and senenced. Incidents occurred, a quick hearing 
lollowing in a military court and sentences were handed out. All this took 
place in less than a week. Similarly, in disturbances in the Liaquat Abad 
area of Karachi, culprits were arrested, immediately brought before the court, 
sentenced and the sentences carried out in a few hours. When martial law is 
in effect, military courts can hold quick hearings. Why is it, then, that at 
a time when such courts are in existence, many individuals are lingering in 
jail without trial for months and years? They are not charged with a crime, 
are not brought to trial and are not released. Should not these individuals 
be regarded as innocent political prisoners? 


A new precedent has also been created, namely, that an individual is charged 
with a crime but the military court convened for a quick hearing does not 
pronounce sentence for a full year. He is then sentenced to a year in jail, 
but the year he has already spent in jail is not taken into account. Even 
after spending another year in jail starting from the date of sentencing, the 
individual is still not released and his incarceration is ordered extended 
every 3 months. In this connection, one should mention the case of the noted 
journalist, Irshad Rao, who, after being held in jail for a year, was sentenced 
to a year's imprisonment. But after having served this term as well, he was 
not released. He has remained incarcerated for about 29 months. 


If political party workers and leaders can be placed under house arrest and 
imprisoned for months and years under martial law without a trial, then why is 
it not possible to hand out the same treatment to confirmed criminals, profes- 
sional murderers, notorious bandits, narcotics peddlers, smugglers, gambling 
den owners and other such enemies of society? Political elements can be a 
source of anxiety to the government; but antisocial element create trouble 

for both the society and the government. But up to now, the martial law 
ordinances used against politicians have not been employed against these 
elements. If the government had used those restrictive martial law ordinances 
that it seems to have reserved solely for politicians to crush the enemies of 
society, the people might have been able to enjoy some peace and quiet and they 
would have approved of preventive detentions and arrests. But the situation 
today is that scoundrels are running free while the entire machinery of govern- 
ment is occupied in chasing only those who have some connection with politics. 
The criminals are enjoying themselves without fear of the police while the 
police waste their resources maintaining surveillance on politicians who feel 
for their country and their people. 


There was no shortage of politicians in jails yesterday nor is there such a 
shortage today. If our politicians do not demonstrate political maturity, 
tomorrow, too, will find the jails filled with political prisoners. 


9863 
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BRIEFS 


MORE ON MINISTER'S PLANE--Islamabad, June 2: Responding to the denial of 
the report published in its issue of June 1 that a private plane was being 
purchased for the use of the Foreign Minister, the concerned daily, namely, 
the MAWA-I-WAQT has published a copy of a telex sent by an American com- 
pany based in Denver, Colorado advising the "availability of a VIP Trans- 
port aircraft 707 for use by Head of State or government official (which 
is) similar in quality to the US government Presidential aircraft ‘air 
force one’. This telex was sent by the President of Allred International. 
In its statement, the Foreign Office had stated that ‘no offer of sale of 
such plane had been received from any company by the foreign ministry". 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Jun 83 p 3] 


MAZARI ON CONVENTION PREPARATIONS-—-Karachi, June 2: Sardar Sherbaz Mazari, 
chief of National Democratic Party is satisfied with the preparations for 
the conventions, the black day, and the mass movement. Talking to THE 
MUSLIM here today he said the enthusiasm shown by the delegation coming 
from the interior of Sind was very encouraging and the guarantee for the 
success of MRD. In reply to a question, he said Khan A. Wali Khan and 
Begum Nasim Wali were reluctant in leaving the country at this stage, "but 
on the permission of the party, they are going abroad, with an assurance 
that as soon they are required they would return to participate in the 
movement". The NDP chief, in reply to another question said the workers 
of his party were prepared for all eventualities. All other parties 
including People's party was active, the labour organisations have also 
been contacted and they have assured all co-operation. When pointed out 
the possible crackdown by the administration before the movement took off 
he said things were changing rapidly any measure to snub the movement 
would boomerang. [as published] [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
3 Jun 83 p 6] 


HOSPITAL FOR REFUGEES--Geneva, June 3: A second hospital in Pakistan for 
victims of the fighting in Afghanistan is to be opened by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in about two weeks time. The new hospital, at 
Quetta in Baluchistan province, will have an ICRC staff of seven, with 50 
local recruits, including nurses. Two first aid teams will operate near 
the Afghan border, collecting the injured and bringing them to the hospital, 
the ICRC said in its monthly bulletin. Until now, many wounded Afghans 
arriving in Baluchistan have had to brought to the ICRC's main centre at 
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Peshawar, over 650 kilometers away. "With the escalation of the conflict 
inside Afghanistan, the number of war wounded seeking help in Baluchistan 
has increased", said Henri Fournieq, co-ordinator of the aid operations in 
Pakistan at Geneva headquarters. The ICRC plans to spend over 900,000 
dollars on its assistance in Quetta during the next eight months.--KUNA 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 4 Jun 83 p 5] 


MRD PLANS MENTIONED--The MRD is busy in planning and preparing for its con- 
vention of June 10, "black day" to be held on July 5, and the movement to 
take off on Aug. 14. They appear to be serious this time. Every day a 
meeting of the Pakistan Bachao Committee is held, with Sardar Mazari in the 
chair. Delegations of workers regularly visit the leaders to seek guidance 
and to report their activities. The emphasis this time is on involving 

the labourers and the working class; some of the leaders have been assigned 
the job of meeting the labour leaders, student organisations and professional 
groups. The bus owners and driver-conductors are being contacted. The 
strategy is to exploit urban dissatisfaction to the maximum. Maulana 
Noorani’s return and support to the proposed movement has boosted the morale 
of the leaders and workers of MRD. If he decides to give his active support 
to the movement, he can definitely create trouble in Hyderabad, as well as 
Karachi. The support assured by Pakistan National Party is not less 
encouraging. Now the parties left out are Jamaat-e-Islami and Pakistan 
Muslim League. If things continue like this, they too will have to 

decide one way or the other, or be isolated. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM 
in English 4 Jun 83 p 6] 


SHIPPING FLEET TO EXPAND--Islamabad, June 6. The country's shipping fleet 
has been planned to be expanded during the Sixth Five-Year Plan and four 
full container ships and five multi-purpose cargo ships would be inducted 
it was learnt here. The container ships will either be acquired by PNSC 
or by private sector by the time the 1.7 million tonne container terminal 
comes into operation. While the multi-purpose cargo "Sister" would be 
acquired by PNSC. The plan also provides for replacement of certain ships 
in the PNSC fleet. An evaluation of the current PNSC fleet indicates that 
out of the total of 43 ships as many as 24 are over 15 years of age; 

some of these would require replacement if the present carrying capacity is 
to be improved. The performance of Pakistan National Shipping Corporation 
(PNSC) in the Fifth Plan period was far from satisfactory. The productivity 
level achieved was only 3.7 tonnes per dead weight tonne well below the 
modest target of 4.8 tonnes per dead weight tonne set for it. With the 
increased productivity the PNSC fleet can carry 1.8 million tonnes of 
general cargo against the projected traffic of 4.7 million tonnes; up to 
the maximum limit of 40 per cent for general cargo as fixed by the Con- 
ference Lines. The Sixth Plan will mark a policy shift of reopening of 
shipping to private sector. In the event of sufficient private interest, 
PNSC will concentrate only on consolidation of its existing fleet, 

while private sector will be allowed to induct or expand their fleet.--PPI 
[Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 7 Jun 83 p 5] 
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PIA FLEET ADDS AIRBUS--Newly bought second-hand wide bodies aircraft A-300 
Airbus will be inducted into PIA's fleet on July 31 when it will be flown 
from West Germany here at Karachi Airport. It may be recalled here that the 
PIA had purchased two used aircraft i.e. one from Alitalia and the second 
one from Hapag Lloyd, a West German regional tourist operator, at a total 
cost of 49.5 million dollars. The DC-10 purchased from Alitalia at a cost 
of 17.5 million dollars has already been included in the PIA's fleet on 

May 25. Citicorp Capital Markets Group, Grindlays Bank Group, National 
Westminister Bank Group had arranged a loan of 41 million dollars for the 
purchase of these two aircraft for PIA. The loan was guaranteed by the 
Government of Pakistan and was provided by the above mentioned banks in 
association with United Bank Limited, Habib Bank, Lloyds Bank International 
and Williams and Glyns Bank while the National Westernster Bank is acting 
as an agent. As the PIA will have to lift about 45,000 pilgrims during the 
forthcoming Hajj Operation these newly acquired aircraft will be put into 
service exclusively for intending hajis, enabling the airline to save about 
Rs. 5 to 6 crore in foreign exchange. It may be mentioned here that the 
PIA had spent between Rs. 5 to 6 crore the preceding year on hiring the 
planes for Hajj operations. [Azizullah Sharif] [Text] [Karachi MORNING 
NEWS in English 7 Jun 83 p 1] 


EXPORTERS INTERESTED IN JEDDAH CENTER--Pakistani exporters have demonstrated 
keen interest in the Saudi-Pak Commercial Centre at Jeddah which was set up 
to promote marketing of Pakistani products in the Saudi Market according to 
informed sources. Encouraged with the results achieved so far the Export 
?romotion Bureau is understood to have drawn up a comprehensive plan of 
opening similar commercial centres in Manchester (UK), Milan (Italy) and 
Rotterdam (Netherland) to find out new avenues for Pakistani products. 

The business community here feels that opening of such centres would go a 
long way in finding new channels for Pakistani products abroad. They 
however have stressed the need for the posting of an EPB representative as 
a Resident Director at the Saudi-Jeddah Commercial Centre as a positive 
step to facilitate their contacts with the local buyers. The presence of 
such an official they pointed would not only help introduction to Pakistani 
exporters of distribution channels in Saudi Arabia but also further 
encourage the Pakistani exporters to enter the local market more aggres- 
sively.--APP [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 7 Jun 83 p 3] 


TUFAIL'S STATEMENT CRITICIZED--Lahore, May 31: Rao Abdur Rashid Khan, a 
leader of defunct PPP and Secretary General MRD, Punjab has bitterly 
criticised the recent statement of Jamaat-e-Islami chief Mian Tufail 
Mohammad regarding the merger of pro-Islamic groups of Afghan. In a writ- 
ten statement here he said, Mian Tufail's statements announcing the merger 
of various groups of Afghan mujahideen with the help of religious leaders 
of Pakistan, Egypt, Jordan and Oman is surprising as much for its content 
and timing. By issuing this statement Mian Tufail has virtually assumed 
the position of their patron-in-chief he added. Rao Rashid said the pres- 
ence of some 3 million refugees in Pakistan was a very grave problem und 
its solution was vital to the security of the country. He further said that 
everyone knows the relationship of Jamiat-e-Islami especially Moulvi Tufail 
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with the present regime. They virtually dictated the internal policies. 
Mian Tufail's latest statement showed that he holds a veto on Pakistan 


foreign policy as well, he added.--PPI [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in 
English 1 Jun 83 p 8] 


MINISTER'S PLANE: REPORT DENIED--Islamabad, June 1: A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman dismissed here today as false and totally baseless a report ina 
local Urdu daily of lst June which stated that a private plane was being 
purchased for the use of the Foreign Minister, Sahibzada Yaqub Khan. The 
spokesman said that a careful check had shown that no offer to sell such 
plane had been received from any Company by the Foreign Ministry. It was 
regretable that a reputable newspaper should have chosen to indulge in such 


frivolous and irresponsible journalism. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in 
English 2 Jun 83 p 8] 


LEAGUERS TO CONTEST ELECTIONS--Multan, June 1: Chief of the defunct Pakistan 
Muslim League, Pir Pagara has said that leaguers would contest local bodies 
election on individual basis and no party ticket would be issued to the can- 
didates. Talking to the party men here last night he spoke about coming 
local bodies election, and said that they should support only honest and 
dedicated candidates in case of non-availability of PML's candidates. 

[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Jun 83 p 8] 


CSO: 4600/681 END 
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